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AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis by Dr. Fyrz, M.D.:— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
26-candle gas. 
134 cwt. coke per ton of coal. 
N.B.—Ramsay’s Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
quis of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
Do. GARESFIELD COKE, 


RAMSAY’S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 
GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828, 
FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 
FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 
;| The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery, is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in 
perfectin ae e. 
The FIRE-BRICKS (marked ‘* RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts of the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 
Manufactories: DBRWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
HessuRN Quay. — Offices: Broap CHARE, NEW- 
OASTLE-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H, Ramsay. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 
Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS., 
These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 

and not to vary, and have come into general use more 

rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured. 


1862, 





CLASSES X. AND XXXI. 








Ciass X.—“ For ing ity, :plet. » and effi- 
i of apparatus used in measuring gas, and 
Sor excellence of material and workmanship.” 
Crass XXXI.—* For superiority of construction and 
workmanship.” 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lonpon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 
or 127, Boulevard de Magenta, Paris. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Ample experience has proved eat, by carburetting 
common gas, its illuminating power may be doubled or 
even tripled, and its pt greatly } d. Wax 
candles and oil lamps in ee are being rapidly 
superseded, and gas is now used in many private houses 
and mansions where formerly it was not tolerated. 

Information as to the apparatus, fluids, &c., may be 
had of Gzo. GLoveR and Co., or CARLESS, BLAGDEN, 
and Co., HACKNEY WICK ,N.E. 








COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
J oOszrx COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Pr1zE MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas 
Rerorts and OTHER OBJECTS in FireeCLay,”’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExHrsBiTion of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Rerorts, FirE-Brickxs, &c., for EXcELLENCE of 
Quatirty.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
ef all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay_ are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 


ce, 
Quay SIDE, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 








Jj out RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co, make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days? 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocka, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 
STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 


BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 


EsTaBLisHED 1830. 
All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 











BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


ILLIAM COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
has rebuilt and a his extensive premises for the 
Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 
ae ope to execute thelargest orders with punctualit; 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 

London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, OLD Broap Street, City, LONDON. 


HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 


These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
the is the highest in Britain. 

The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 33°8 standard candles; coke per ton 1046 lbs. 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth. 


YRSHIRE CANNEL COALS. 


These Oannels are used in Glasgow, Greenock, 
Paisley, and other Gas-Works on the West Coast of 
Scotland. 

The yield per ton is 10,650 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 24 standard candles ; coke per ton 1216 lbs. 

Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Clyde. 

For prices and other information, apply to Mr. JoHN 
Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Street, EDINBURGH, 


OCHORE CANNEL COAL.—This 

Coal yields 11,860 cubic feet of gas and 1084 Ibs. 

of Coke perton. The illuminating power of the gas 

is 31} standard candles. Shipping ports, Burntisland 
and Leath. 








N 
For —— and prices apply to Mr. Ropert Mar- 


SHALL, Loc 


ore Colliery Office, 38, Commercial Street, | 
Leira. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, &c. 


T° BE SOLD, by the Wandsworth 
and Putney Gaslight and Coke Company, a 
TELESCOPE GASHOLDER—Inner Lift, 46ft. 4in. 
diameter by 16 ft. deep; Outer Lift, 47 ft. 10in. dia- 
meter by 16 ft. deep, together with the columns and 
girders complete. 

Also several 6 in., 7 in., and 8 in. DONKIN’S 
VALVES, nearly new. 

Also several small GASHOLDER COLUMNS, and 
a lot of useful connexions. 

The above are in good condition, and to be sold in 
consequence of larger having been substituted. 

For further particulars, and to view, appl 
Company’s Engineer, Mr. H. E. Jones, at 
Works, WANpsworeTH 


By order, 
Jan. 30, 1868. ALrRep Lass, Secretary. 


to the 
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GEORGE GLOVER & CO. 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the Government, 


HAVE OBTAINED THE 
HIGHEST 


PRIZE 


FOR 








EXHIBITION. 


RANELAGH WORKS, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON;S W.; 
AND 127, BOULEVARD DE MAGENTA, PARIS. ARS: o 


SILVER MEDAL, 
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Now ready, price 21s., bound in cloth, 
lettered, 
THE SIXTEENTH VOLUME 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


WATER SUPPLY, AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 
A Few Copies of Vols. 1]. to XV. are still on Sale. 





London: Wit11am B. Kixe, 11, Bolt Court, Fizer 
Srreer, E.C. 





Just Published, price 6d.each, by post 7d. ; 4s. per doz.» 
per post 4s. 6d.; or 25s. per 100, 


PUBLIC LAMP ARBITRATION 
AT GRAVESEND. 
A REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
In the above important case. 
Lendon: Wiun1am B. Kine, 11, Bolt Court, Fier? 
Srrexr, E.C. 





Just published, price 4s., by post 4s. 6d., 324 pages, 
cloth, lettered, 
A FULL & COMPLETE REPORT 
of the Proceedings (including the Speeches, Discus- 
sions, and Evidence) before a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons—Session 1867—on the 
METROPOLIS GAS ACT AMENDMENT BILL, 
With the Discussion upon the Second Reading 
of the Bill and the Report presented by the Committee 
to the House. 
Also the Proceedings before the same Committee 
upon the Bills of the 


IMPERIAL & CHARTERED COMPANIES. 


A Few Copies of the 
PROCEEDINGS ON THE ARBITRATION 
between the 


GREAT CENTRAL, GAS COMPANY 


an 
A. A. CROLL, ESQ, 
Are still for sale. 
Price 5s., by post 5s. 6d., cloth, lettered. 





London: W1iLL1AM B. KING, 11, Bolt Court, Fierr 
Street, E.C. 


METROPOLIS WATER SUPPLY. 
Just published, price 3s. 6d., by post 4s., cloth, 
lettered, 

REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 
Before the Select Committee of the House of Commons 
—Session 1867—appointed on the 
EAST LONDON WATER BILLS, 

Who were instructed to inquire into the operation and 
results of the 
METROPOLIS WATER ACT, 1852, 
With an Analysis of the Report presented by the Com- 
mittee to the Hoyse, 





London: Wii1iam B, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fixer 
Srreet, E.C. 








Price ls., by post 1s. 1d., 
ON THE 


SUPPLY OF WATER TO THE METROPOLIS, 
| A Lecture Delivered at the Royal Institution 
{ 








of Great Britain, 
By Dr, FRANKLAND, F.RB.S, 





Price 1s, 6d., by post Is. 7d., 
DEFECTS IN THE APPARATUS GENERALLY 
USED FOR THE DETERMINATION OF 


BISULPHIDE | OF CARBON 
COAL GAS, 


And Description of a New Apparatus for its Estimation. 
By ALFRED G. ANDERSON, Esa., 
Professor of Chemistry and. Practical Chemistry in 
Queen’s College, Birmingham. 


all 


Price 1s. each, by post Is. 1d., 
Proceedings in the present Session of Parliament on the 
CAMBRIDGE GAS BILL, 

D 








Price 2s., by post 2s. Id., 
SOUTHPORT, SHEFFIELD, PAIGNTON, 
LEEDS, & REDHILL WATER BILLS, 


Price 8d. each, or 6s. per doz., 
Proceedings at Audit of Accounts of 


SLOUGH LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 





2 ee eee 





Street, E.C. 





ELEVENTH THOUSAND. 


REFUSE GAS LIME. 
By PROFESSOR VOELCKER, 


Professor of Chemistry to the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England. 
Price 10s. per 100, or by post, 10s. 6d. 








London: WitL1aM B, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLEET 


METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 


GREAT GRIMSBY & RICHMON DGAS BILLS. 


Lonpon: Wiiiram B, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet 


AGRICULTURAL VALUE 


__ (Mar. 3, 1868. 


REDUCED PRICES OF 
B. DONKIN & CO.’S) 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 
from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 


had on application. 
hese Valves are all proved on both sides to30 lbs. on the square inch 


before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
Valves made Outside Racks to order, Also, Screw Water-Valves 


with Gun-Metal Faces. 
B. DONEKIN & CoO.,, 
ENGINEERS, 
NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 


F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingnam— Established 1807, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 
(Made from “‘RgGIsTERED’’ DgsIGNns), with Glass BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-RooMs. The more extensive use of Gas in 


private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten- 
tion to the manufacture of this class of articles—which, with a view to their 


general adoption, are offered at — d prices. Purch s can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Roows LicuTep BY EsTIMATE 


On THE LowEstT TERMS. 


WALTER FORD, 
159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &e. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
ary required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 


Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 


MATHER AND PLATT, 
SALFORD IRON-WORKS, MANCHESTER, 


Beg to call attention to their Revised List of Prices of VALVES, TAPS, &c. They also request the notice of 
Water Companies and Hydraulic Engineers to their IMPROVED SLUICE-VALVES for Water. The Slides have 
Gun-Metal Facings, are of wedge form, and when screwed down are tight on both sides. 
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CAST-IRON STEAM-VALVES. CAST-IRON SLUICE: VALVES, 
With Gun-Metal Valves & Seatings. With Gun-Metal Facings. 


| \ oh 





GUN-METAL TAPS, 





Bore Price. | Bore. Price. | Bore. Price. 
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' 
Prices and particulars of all other 


PAYTON’S CYCLOIDAL METER 
FOR MEASURING LIQUIDS. 


Secured by Royal Letters Patent. 
MANUFACTURED BY 


THE LIQUID METER COMPANY 


forms and sizes can be had on appli-ation. 








(LIMITED). 
A. A. CROLL, GEORGE RAIT, 
Chairman, Managing Director. 


238, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 


The Liquid Meter Company respectfully solicit the attention 
of Water Companies, Builders, and others to the above efficient 
high-pressure Meter. 

From extensive experiments which have been made with these 
Meters to test the accuracy of their measurement, they are 
found to be invariable in their indications under all conditions 
of velocity and pressure, and they are capable of discharging, 
without reduction of head, a larger quantity of liquid in pro- 
portion to their size than any other description of Meter. 

For further particulars, address— 

















GEORGE RAIT, 238, Kingsland Road, London, N.E. 








4 
| tone E.C, 
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HONOURABLE MENTION. 


NEWTON AND BRADDOCK, 
GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


Manufacturers of 





GAUGES, PRESSURE AND EXHAUSTER REGISTERS, 
EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, &c. 


jointe—guaranteed not-to leak. 





WARNE R’S 


NEW PATENT 


It will be-seen, byreference to the drawing, that by this simple method a clear 
water-way is obtained, the disc being drawn by the screw or worm entirely out of 
the way; thus all the advantages of the ordinary sluice-valve are cbtained at much 
less cost, and the liability to set fast and get out of order entirely obviated. They 
are adapted for all. purposes for hot or cold water, and.equally suited for high or low 
pressure ;, aud incase of need of repair, anew valve-seat can beapplied without re- 
moving the bedy or case ofthe valve. 

Particulars of the Quadrant Valve, also of Hydraulic Machinery, High or Low 
pressure Cocks, Water Closets, Gas-fitting in all its branches, and general Plumbers’ 
Brass work, can be obtained upon application to 


JOHN WARNER & SONS, CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON, 


(Brass and Bell Founders to Her Majesty,) 
HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS. 


SCHOLL’S 


PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby :— 


** The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating 
power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Price 1s. each for Fish-tail Burners. 
To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Iron gers, and wholesale of 


JOHN SCHOLL, 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET, OXFORD STREET, 
LONDON, W. 
Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. 


*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, showing the great practical value of this invention 
will be shortly published. : 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 
EDINBURGH, ax 
2, KING EDWARD STREET, 
| NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 
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Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 


CHARLES HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 


(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 
Also, 














For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, N. 


SAMUEL CUTLER & SON, 
CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, &. 








AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-MAKING APPARATUS. 


Iron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. 
|S. C. & Son supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Cotters, 
Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and Nuts, &e. &e. 


PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON, E. 


—_—.. 
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STATION METERS for GAS-WORKS, CONSUMERS METERS, GOVERNORS, 


N.B.—The flanges. of the plates. for the Square Station-Meters.are planed so as to ensure perfect | 


QUADRANT-MOTION SLUICE or GAS VALVE, 


ROTARY TAR, OIL, AND LIQUOR PUMPS. 


MANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, TANKS, PURIFIERS, | 


135 





Now ready, roan tuck, gilt edges, price 6s. 
(postage 4d.), 


WEALE’S ENGINEER’S, ARCHITECT'S 
CONTRACTOR'S POCKET-BOOK for 1868. 


Considerably improved, with many additions, and Eight 
Copper Plates. 
Besides the usual vast mass of Rules, Formuls, 
Tables, &c., will be found 
| A DIARY OF EVENTS AND PATA; A GENERAL CALENDAR; 
A GAS ENGINEER’S CALENDAR; 
| GAS-WORKS ; 
| Constituents and Qualities of Gas, Tests, 
Retorts, &c.; 
MEMORANDA ON ELECTRIC TELEGRAPHY; 
List oF MEMBERS OF 

THE INSTITUTES OF CIVIL ENGINEERS 
AND BRITISH ARCHITECTS; 
Tables for the Reciprocal Conversion of British and 
Metric Weights and Measures, &c. 
| Always correct when consulted.”—Znglish Me- 
| chanic. 
|  “* Its interest:does:not end with the year.”—Builder. 
“Of great useto scientific men.”—Army and Navy 
| 
| 
| 





| 
} 


Gazette. 
Locrwoop & Go., 7, SraTiongers’ Hatt Count, E.C. 





FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
AND STEAM COALS. 


WV ILLIAM FRASER, Inverkeithing 


owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Ketorts 
| Were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
supply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent. 

References can be given to managers of above a 
hundred: Gas-Works whom he supplies. 

Wittmm Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PAR- 
| ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at 12s. 
| perton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy] 
| List, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 





— cull 
XIDE OF IROYM, 
We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


| HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE, | 


Same: quality as supplied by us to several of the most | 
extensive Gas Companies, and which has given entire 
satisfaction. 


FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 


| 
} 
| 
| NATURAL 





YDRATED OXIDE of IRON 


constantly on Sale. Apply to | 
MARTYN DENNIS AND CO., 
LIVERPOOL. 


UNIVERSAL PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


PRIZE MEDAL in Class 24—Heating and Lighting— 
for Leoni’s: Patent Gas-Burners and Gas-Stoves, 








GAS-BURNERS are entirely tree 
from liability to Corrosion, Injury from | 
Heat, or danger of Fraction, and are un- | 
alterabdle in the dimensions of their Aper- } 
I 


| 
tures. Uniformity in the consumptionof 
gas is obtained by the process of manufac- 
ture, which insures that ; is - 
the burners shall be pre- —~——=f}h'// “Ds 
cisely similar in pattern, " | 
Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. 

Patertee and Sole Manufacturer, S. Lront, 34, St./ 
Paul Street, New North Road, Lonnon, N. | 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W.| 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES| 
of all dimensions. 
GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 
GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 
ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS, 
GRATE BACKS in various designs. | 
Contracts eviered into to set Ketorts, erect Fur-| 
naeces, &c, } 
Shipments on the shortest notice. | 
—————_ — _ — _ ~ —___—_—— | 
| 


TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


R. W. H. BENNETT, having had| 


nal 





considerable experience in matters connected | 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfece 


tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PLOVI- 
SIONAL PROVECTION, whereby their invention may 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. | 

Patents completed, or proceeded with at any stage, 





thereby readering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit Loudon. 
Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 
Information. as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliam:at 





Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JouRNAL C° 
Gas Lieutrsa, &c.] | \ 
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THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION OF PARIS, 
1867. 





SILVER MEDAL. 


THOMAS GLOVER, 


DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON, 


HAS BEEN AWARDED THE HIGHEST PRIZE FOR 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


BY THE IMPERIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 
WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 


(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 
“Establishes 1816. 














PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 





W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 


‘lof the Sale of Gas Act. 


| 


“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to renderthem $ per cent. slow 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure,in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
venience it is designed to meet.”—JouRNAL oF Gas LIGHTING. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
'| Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingham, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 











MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS. PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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fotes upon Passing Events. 


\Ir is pleasant to turn from such subjects as the debates of 


the Metropolitan Board, or the speeches of those two injured 
innocents, Messrs. Doulton and Roche, including the quota- 
tions, and from the comments of pharasaical Common-Council- 


pjmen who have not been found out, to such a batch of genuine 


information as “The Reports of Artisans sent by the Society 
of Arts to visit the Paris Universal Exhibition.” The Society 
of Arts has never, in its hundred years career, done a more 
useful work than this. These reports certainly give us the 
genuine feelings of the writers, many of them ardent followers 








of Mr. Potter’s trades-union principles, and members of the 


most advanced section of Mr. Beales’s council. The style 

does not strike us as being quite so genuine. If the reports 

have not been “edited” in that respect at the Society of Arts, 

they must have been touched up, before being sent in, by 

some practised hand, for in wording they are wonderfully 

alike; still they are invaluable documents, worth a ton of 
ordinary Blue-Books and reports. Over eighty men were 

sent, representing all the principal trades of the country; 

twenty-four were from Birmingham. From other towns fore- 

men or workmen reported on cabinet making and carpentry, 
on pottery and ceramic decorations, glass painting, tiles, terra 
cotta, wood carving, cabinet work, cutlery, saws and tools, 
bricklaying, plasterer’s work, masonry, ribbon weaving, watch- 
making, tailors work, and mechanical engineering. Some were 
delighted with everything; indeed, some seem so embittered 
against the British capitalist that they could find no good in 
any custom or institution they had left at home. Others 
record facts which do not agree with their opinions, but on 
certain broad points all seem agreed. They all record the 
extreme attention they received from M. Haussoulin, who had 
been appointed by the British commissioners to the charge of 
the British Workman’s Hall at the Exhibition building, and 
from M. Fouché, an artisan member of the Conseil des Prud’- 
hommes, who accompanied most of them, as interpreter, in 
their visits to the manufactories. They are all struck by the 
courteous politeness of the Parisian workman, and the absence 
of drunkenness in men and women. The greater number 
dwell on the great advantages offered, particularly in Paris, 
for the study of everything connected with fine art. They 
nearly all protest against the French habit of working on 
Sunday; many consider that there is a better feeling between 
the employer and the employed in France than in England. 
The fact that the writers, with one exception, spoke no lan- 
guage but English, and had never left I ..!and before, gives a 
certain novelty to their observations in these days, when nearly 
all the middle lower class have at leat visited Calais or 
Boulogne; but extracts selected without » y order as to trades 
will give a better idea of the contents of iuis very curious and 
instructive volume. 


The first pages are given very properly by Mr. Alfred 
Hooper, a London cabinet-maker, and friend of Mr. Lucraft, 
of Clerkenwell Green notoriety—a cheerful, impulsive person, 
who treats us to an account of his personal adventures as well 
as remarks on his own trade. During his first day he says: 
“I cannot help being struck with the marked contrast between 
the well-ordered conduct of the public streets and public 
buildings to what I am accustomed to at home. . On 
the road we hear signs of merriment in the distance ; presently 
we see a van approaching full of joyous workmen ; they are 
singing French songs; the van is hung round with Chinese 
lanterns ; they are going home sober and happy from some 
excursion. Had they gone through Holborn in the same 
manner hundreds of boys would have followed, roared, and 
shouted, and would have smashed every lantern on the van ; 
here the people simply looked and smiled as they passed. 
How often have I seen a party of British workmen returning 
from a bean-feast roaring drunk, swearing, bawling, and stop- 
ping at every ‘public’ to drink.” He goes to a German 
beerhouse, and then to the Café Delta. ‘I notice the con- 
trast between the workmen of Paris and London. In Paris 
the workman does not spend his whole evening sitting in 
a dirty tap-room, leaving his wife and family at home to do 
the best she can. No! In Paris the workman can enjoy his 
game at billiards, in an elegantly furnished room, in company 
with gentlemen of education, and his wife can sit in the same 
place taking a cup of coffee, play a game at dominoes, and go 
home sober.” We note, in passing, that this is not the much- 
abused Robert Lowe, but the British workman who draws his 
brother’s picture. ‘ We talk in England a good deal about 
dirty foreigners ; to my surprise, the whole time I was in Paris || 
I scarcely ever met with a dirty face, a ragged dress, or bare 
feet.” Mr. Hooper considers that the French are superior in 
all kinds of shaped work. ‘I saw carriages that seemed im- 
possible to have been done with tools, so delicate and chaste. 

- + The boys serve three or four years in the trade, and 
have better advantages for getting art education than we have. 
All the schools are open to them where the higher branches 
are taught. . The art galleries and museums are all 
open free to them Sundays and week-days. I watched 
two boys, one about twelve years, carving some wood in 
antique, and was told it was quite common to see them at this 
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kind of work so early. . . . We-were shown tools from 
London which they considered superior to their own. . 

I consider them more proficient in shaped work, but in prepa- 
ration, fitting, and finishing carcases and inside work, drawers, 
and dovetailing, we are decidedly superior. . . . Carved 
work in England might often be omitted without spoiling the 
design ; in French work the carving could not be abandoned 
without spoiling it. . I believe our furniture might be 
made more light, portable, and graceful, without being weak 
and trashy. In hanging draperies and curtains the 
French throw us completely in the shade; our cornices and 
draperies seldom correspond, and never look finished.” 
|Mr. Hooper went to church, and, having made some inquiries 
of English Catholics, found that the religion had been grossly 
misrepresented by Protestant teachers. He also “‘ inquired 
about the liberties and freedom of the people in France. 

I was laughed at, and told that in my country we had plenty 
of liberty to work and grumble, and drag up our families, and 
have scarcely any recreation, but in France they had no need 
to grumble ; everything was done to make the life of workmen 
happy,” &c. ‘Our London workman would be ashamed to 
go into society unless he could wear a suit similar to his em- 
ployer ; but the Parisian I met with would wear a good pair 
of black trousers, with a watch in his pocket, and a clean 
blouse over all, and a cap or a wide-awake, evidently proud to 
own himself one of the wage class. Hence there is not that 
difficulty to keep up appearances as in our country, where out- 
ward show is everything, and manners and good breeding of 
very little consequence. . . . The children playing in 
public places are not so noisy, rude, and rough as ours.” Mr. 
Hooper has apparently never visited Hyde Park, St. James's, 
the Green Park, or Battersea or Victoria Parks, or ridden in a 
penny steam-boat, or travelled by a cheap excursion train ; for 
he thinks, quite contrary to most travelled Frenchmen, that 
the Parisians are better off in these respects than the Lon- 
doners. In cemeteries only did he find a difference in favour 
of London. He is surprised that we have no water-closets for 
public use in London, not having apparently mastered the laws 
of supply and demand in this particular. The competition of 
water-closets in every house prevented a speculation of the 
kind, attempted some years since, from succeeding. The most 
gorgeous cafés of Paris have to send their customers out of 
doors after dinner for “ necessary ” purposes. 


| Mr. William Bramhall, saw-maker, from Sheffield, is a writer 
lof a different order of mind, not nearly so amusing as the 
leabinet-maker. He finds great progress since 1862 in French, 
German, and Belgian exhibitors. There is a considerable 
‘piracy of British marks on the Continent. Spencer’s house 
‘does not make one-fourth of the files sold with that brand. 
. . Saw-grinders have from four to six francs a day, and 
save money. How they do it is marvellous, considering the 
price of lodging and the rate of living. The highest 
class of saws and tools are not quite equal to us, but much of 
the second is. The idea that they are dependent on us for 
these things may explode any moment. We shall 
shortly lose our marked superiority, unless new and extensive 
mechanical appliances be resorted to, or new markets opened.” 
The American tools are equal to British. ‘The American 
ones, for exactitude and finish, have the appearance of being 
die-struck, so uniform are they in every respect. They are 
models of their kind, and show the grit of the old country, 
minus the prejudices that cling to us.” In France “ trade 
associations for promoting strikes are illegal. Recently nine- 
teen tailors were brought to judgment for their late strike, and 
fined, by way of asserting the law’s authority.” On one im- 
portant point the Sheffield man takes an entirely different view 
from the Londoner. ‘“ Very little can be said in favour of our 
continental brethren on the score of their amusements. Some 
there are who attend evening schools and music classes; but 
the great bulk spend their time in humble cafés-restaurants— 
inasmuch as they have no homes worthy of the name—go to 
cheap places in the theatre and balls, or the never-failing cards 
and billiards, and smoke, thus passing the night until it is time 
to creep into their nests to sleep, and then early to every-day toil, 
‘often Sunday included, for very inadequate remuneration.” They 
play a species of skittles. ‘‘These are not to compare with 
\cricket, football, boating, or volunteer military exercises.’ 
On the other hand, he says— The manners and bearing of 
| working men towards one another is much more respectful 
last with the bulk of English shopmates.” Their sobriety is 
|proverbial. Speaking of the management of the press in 














France, he says—‘ So difficult is it to please the French'? 
censor, that some journals have given it up in despair, and 
announce on their title-pages that politics and social and 
domestic economy are not permitted to be discussed in their 
columns!” Imagine the Sheffield Telegraph without these—| 
one number only. Nobody grumbling at nobody ; everybody 
satisfied with Government, police, taxes, with poor-rates and 
highway-rates ; boards of guardians and relieving officers doing 
as they liked—no one grumbling. ‘Would it not be a happy 
valley—like Paris? 

Mr. Lucraft, chair-maker, the celebrated Reform Leaguer, 
says—‘‘ Our defeat is as ignominious and disastrous as it is|| 
possible to conceive. It seems we have retrograded since’ 
1862. English chairs and sofas cannot compare with . the 
French in elegance, and are not superior in make.” Mr. 
Lucraft suggests that museums of art-manufacture, with 
lecture-halls, libraries, and other appliances for the use of the 
people, should be established, open at such hours as will suit 
their convenience ; and lectures in the evening by competent 
men. The museums to be in the centre of Shoreditch, Hoxton, 
and- Lower Islington, where cabinet-makers, carvers, chair- 
makers, and upholsterers congregate, and to contain good 
specimens of the styles and times in these branches; and 
in Clerkenwell, good examples for the use of the jeweller and 
the gold and silver worker. In the meantime, he asks our 
aristocracy and men of wealth to contribute to an exhibition in 
South London from the many cabinet-making works of the 
eighteenth century, now stored in their castles and mansions. 
He also wishes the apprenticeship of boys to be reduced to! 
three or three and a half years—no one for more than four 
years. ‘‘ Seeing some lads at work in a carver’s shop, I went 
to the bench of one about fourteen; he was carving a chair, 
back from a working drawing. He had done the whole him-| 
self, to my great surprise. I found that boys about to be ap- 
prenticed to learn carving are taught at school drawing, model- 
ling, and designing.” 

Mr. Bond, a ribbon weaver of Coventry, visited St. Etienne.| 
He describes the weavers as “‘ a very intelligent class of men; ; 
can mostly read and write. Every facility has been afforded, 
by the town. . . . In the museum, built at considerable 
cost, are two rooms devoted to the staple manufactures of the’ 
town. . . . ‘There is a very friendly feeling between the 
manufacturers and workpeople—attributed to the action of, 
the Conseil des Prud’hommes.” We pass over the valuable’ 
elaborate technical descriptions, and come to conclusions.| 
** In making good plain ribbons, England has nothing to fear 
from the construction of looms or the ability of the workmen. 
Our class of looms surpasses everything we have seen on the 
Continent for making a simple, plain, or very moderate faney | 
ribbon ; but, for making figures and brocades, our machinery 
is too restricted. A hundred Jacquard looms of moderate size, 
with five or six tiers of shuttles, would be the greatest boon, 
that could happen to Coventry. There is more than ability to 
manage them, artistic skill, excellent dyers, steam power, gas, 
and every facility at our doors to do a good trade. How 
these are to be purchased is a consideration. Long suffering 
has taken all heart out of the people. The ribbon the people 
of Coventry can make well is not now required; the town 
must adapt itself to the requirements of the age.” In the 
report on lace-making we find that, between 1864 and 
1866, the number of adult educational institutions in France| 
has been increased by the Minister of Public Instruction from| 
about 6000 to over 28,000. The minister also established 
libraries for scholars in the commercial schools. There are. 
8000 libraries in France lending out about half a million! 
books every year. On our arrival in Calais a little, 
commotion was caused by our countrymen resident there as- 
sembling to receive us. The Commissary of Police threatened 
to seize upon the secretary and treasurer should they again 
attempt to assemble or collect money for the purpose of car-) 
rying on a society amongst lace-makers. After an explanation 
to the maire, he granted permission for the society to continue, 
but not to assemble in greater numbers than 20. . . . We 
are unanimously of opinion that the French laces display a 
decided superiority in design and quality of material over 
English goods. We believe the drier and clearer atmosphere, 
of Paris, where the manufacturers of Calais send a large || 
quantity of the silks to be dyed and stained, is one cause of 3 
of the brightness of French lace. The number of 
hours worked by the lace-makers of Calais places them on 
disadvantageous terms for mental, moral, and social improve- 
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ment. The lace-makers of Nottingham are better situated in 
that respect, the Factory Act regulating the children’s -work 
ad stipulating for their education. We shall ever 
remember the genuine interest, personal kindness, frankness, 
and true politeness with which we were received on our visit 
to the lace manufactories of Calais and St. Pierre.” 

William Beardmore, of Newcastle-under-Lyne, reporting 
on pottery, says: ‘‘ In concluding, I say, without fear of con- 
tradiction, that the British potters have nothing to fear from 
competition. Our superior style of work, the beauty and 
simplicity of designs, the richness of colours, the firm white 
body, the fastness of the glaze, make us feel proud of our 
position in 1867.’" The pith of a report on carpenters and 
joiners work may be given in a few lines. “Carpentry is 
gradually falling into disuse in Paris, in consequence of the 
substitution of iron for wood. Nearly all the houses now in 
course of construction are fireproof, with iron lintels and 
girders; the floors of iron joists filled in with brickwork, with 
flat roofs of a similar character. The specimens of carpentry 
we have seen have been mostly of a very rude character. 
Their partitions would be condemned by any surveycr in this 
country; their floors were laid worse than by the most reck- 
less speculating builder. This building would be pronounced 
unsafe by an English architect. Oak is used for framing 
much more in France than in England. Their work is finished 
very roughly even in their public buildings; ancient and most 
modern are alike. In tools they are centuries behind us. The 
Englishman uses one handy light plough with eight irons to 
fit it; the Frenchman has eight very clumsy ploughs. . . . 
In staircasing much time and material are wasted. We could 
find no lofty well-designed shop fronts in all Paris. On the 
whole we consider Parisian joiners work to be far inferior to 
that done in this country. Their mouldings are very well de- 
signed, and their carving is remarkably well executed.. . . 
The joiner is neither the designer nor the carver, while the 
framing will be found very defective both in strength and 
finish. The French workmen require better tools and an 
entire revolution in their system of working. In London the 
great majority of workmen are paid at the standard rate of 
8d. per hour.” The writer means that is the rate fixed by the 
union. There are always plenty of men willing to do rough 
work at 6d. and 63d. per hour in ordinary times, in cases 
where the union cannot compel them to strike. ‘In Paris, 
wages vary from 44 to 6 francs per day. Six francs or five 
shillings is the highest rate, and only paid to joiners in ex- 
ceptional cases. The hours are from seven till seven, with 
two hours allowed for meals—Sunday work is general. The 
majority of firms pay once a month, Sunday being the usual 
pay day. For two or three days after the payment work is 
almost at a standstill. The working clothes of the Paris joiner 
are very inexpensive; very few of the joiners we saw wore 
stockings in the workshop. Politeness appears to be natural 
even to the lowest class of the French people. We often 
asked people we met in the street to read for us the addresses 
of persons to whom we had letters, and the very poorest 
were always able to read them—some of the addresses 
being very ill written. The majority of the Parisians seem 
to live in the streets, to take their meals at restaurants, to 
spend their leisure time in the wine-shop, the ball-room, at 
the billiard-table, or in some other of the numerous places of 
amusement.” Beneath this appearance of gaiety much dis- 
content lies hidden. Take an English artisan, one of the many 
who work hard, who read the news of the day at meal-times, 
and spend their evenings in hard study or in active endea- 
vours to ameliorate their moral, political, and social condition ; 
place him in Paris among Parisian workmen, compel him to 
lead the life they lead, and at the end of six months life will 
have become a burthen to him.” Co-operative societies of 
jJomers have not hitherto succeeded. The only one has been 
in existence about eighteen months, and is in a rather lan- 
guishing state. The managers complain that they have not 
met with the co-operation of kindred societies. ‘‘ Courts of 
arbitration have been found to work well; bat we believe 
that all the advantages which have resulted in France from 
the Conseil des Prud’hommes may be obtained in England, 
where employers and employed agree to the formation of 
a Court of Conciliation and Arbitration under Lord St. Leo- 
nard’s Act.” 

The pressure on our columns compels us to defer our further 
observations on this interesting document, but which we pur- 











pose resuming in our next. 
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Circular to Gas Companies. | 


We learn with much regret that, in consequence of the non-{} 








acquiescence of some of the metropolitan gas companies and} 
the threatened opposition of others, the Amalgamation Bill 
will, after all, not be proceeded with, unless circumstances 
should arise to render it necessary to press the measure forward 
against such opposition. An announcement to that effect was 
made by the chairman of the Western Gas Company, at the 
general meeting of that company, on Thursday last. The In- 
dependent Company have already presented a petition against); 
the Bill; two similar petitions, it is expected, will be presented}] 
by other companies ; and it would be almost hopeless, in the 
case of a house thus divided against itself, to expect any satis- 
factory result from the prosecution of the measure. Under 
these circumstances, Mr. Morrison has given notice of his in- 
tention to introduce into the House of Commons “a Bill to 
“ amend the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, and to make further}: 
‘« provision for regulating the supply of gas to the metropolis, 
“ and for other purposes.” On the motion of Mr. Ayrton, a 
resolution has also been carried for referring all the metropolis 
gas Bills to a select committee of five members; and he pro- 
poses that the committee shall consist of the same members 
who formed the committee of last year, with Mr. Cardwell as 
chairman. Mr. Morrison’s Bill will probably be nearly a 
counterpart of the one of which Mr. Beal avowed himself the 
originator, based on the report of that committee ; and it will 
be introduced into Parliament as a “hybrid” Bill, as we inti- 
mated might be done at the time we noticed the failure to 
deposit a copy as a private Bill within the time prescribed. 
Should the same committee be reappointed for the considera- 
tion of the metropolis gas Bills, they would no doubt look 
favourably on any measure founded on their own recommenda- 
tions, and the gas companies may have cause to rue their 
want of concord in the proposition for amalgamation, which 
would at all events have shown their desire to adopt suggestions 
for improving the conditions of the gas supply of London, and 
would have placed them in a much stronger position. The 
Bills to be brought before the committee appointed on the 
motion of Mr. Ayrton would be the London Corporation Gas 
Bill, the Chartered Company’s Bill, the Bill of the Imperial 
Company, and most probably the Bill to be introduced by Mr. 
Morrison; and it is not difficult to foresee the course that 
would be adopted in dealing with them. It is possible that 
all the Bills might be passed, and such a possibility should not 
be overlooked. 


Some of the virulent opponents of the metropolitan gas 
companies have been uselessly venting their spleen against the 
Metropolis Gas Companies Amalgamation Bill after it has 
been virtually withdrawn. The City Press makes it the text 
for the foundation of another article on the general short- 
comings and extortion of the metropolitan gas companies, who 
it is asserted have so far exasperated the consumer that, 
“‘ through much and long suffering,” he has become possessed 
with a “‘ vindictive desire for their complete extinction.” The 
Mechanics Magazine calls the Amalgamation Bill “‘ a mere ark 
“for the preservation of the proprietors interests;” and it 
has been assailed by Mr. Flintoff in Exeter Hall and also at 
meetings of the Islington vestry. Attacked thus from without 
and discarded by dissentients from within, the promoters of 
the Bill seem to be justified in the course they adopted of not 
proceeding with it. At the Islington vestry meetings the prin- 
cipal object of attack was the Bill of the Imperial Gas Com- 
pany; Mr. Bontems, the chairman of the Gas Committee of 
the Corporation of London, having taken on himself the duty 
of assailant. The objections to the Bill were mainly founded 
on the power required to pay 7} per cent. dividend on the 
new capital, and it was urged on the vestry that the oppor- 
tunity should be taken when the Imperial Gas Company were 
before Parliament soliciting for additional powers, to extort 
from them the conditions as to illuminating power and price of 
gas proposed in the Bill of last session. But Mr. Bontems 
did not find the Islington vestry could be so easily led as the 
Court of Common Council, and he and other speakers com~- 
plained bitterly of the empty benches which had been vacated 
during the discussion, and of the want of interest which the 
members seemed to take in the subject. The dread of being 
called on to pay for parliamentary expenses operated power- 
fully in clearing the hall, and a motion to the effect that 
necessary steps should be taken to oppose the Imperial Gas 





Bill and the Metropolis Gas Companies Amalgamation Bill 
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was carried, only on the understanding that the expenditure in 
opposing the Bills should not exceed £5 or £10. When the 
vestry of so large a parish as Islington refuses to spend more 
than £10 in resisting an alleged attempt at extortion, the 
dread of the threatened grievance cannot be very great. 

At the recent half-yearly meeting of the Liverpool United 
Gas Company the altered position of the company’s affairs, 
consequent on the advanced prices of cannel, materials, and 
labour, was clearly set forth in the directors report, and was 
more fully explained by the chairman. There seems to have 
been some improvidence in reducing the price of gas in the 
preceding year to so low a price as 3s. per 1000 feet within 
the borough; the reduction having been effected by making 
available the accumulated surplus profits of several preceding 
years, and by applying the reserve-fund to make good the de- 
ficiency in the profits of the past and current years. The chair- 
man stated that that fund is now entirely exhausted, the sum of 
£6000 having been taken from it to pay even the reduced 
dividend of 9 per cent., instead of the customary dividend of 
10 per cent. It was found necessary, therefore, to raise the 
price of gas threepence per 1000 feet at Christmas last, which 
it.is hoped will, in a few months, restore the finances of the 
company to their usual state. As the chairman observed, the 
gas supplied in Liverpool last year at the exceptionally low 
prices of 3s. per 1000 feet within the borough and 3s. 4d. in 
the out-townships, was the cheapest gas, taking the quality 
into consideration, supplied by any gas company in the king- 
dom; and, even at the advanced price, there are few, if any, 
towns that are supplied with light equally cheap. The time 
when those gas companies which are most favourably circum- 
stanced for the supply of gas are compelled to raise their 
prices, on account of the increased cost of materials and labour, 
is the most unfitting that could be chosen to attempt to force 
the gas companies of the metropolis to reduce their prices and 
to increase their illuminating power; especially as, with the 
present prices and quality of gas, their profits are inadequate 
to pay their prescribed dividends. 

At the adjourned quarter sessions for the county of Stafford, 
on the 25th of last month, the court, after some discussion, 
appointed Mr. Hawksley to examine the accounts of the Wol- 
verhampton Gas Company, and report whether they had been 
kept in conformity with the Gas-Works Clauses Act. The 
principal question in dispute, as stated in the Journat on the 
21st of January, is whether a gas company can, according to 
the provisions of that Act, after paying the prescribed maxi- 
mum dividends, set aside a depreciation-fund in addition to a 
reserve-fund. This is, we believe, the first instance in which any 
court of quarter sessions in England has seen fit to set in action 
the machinery of the Act of 1847, for regulating the price of 
gas according to the amount of profits realized. The decision 
of the other question, whether gas companies are authorized to 
pay the prescribed dividends free of income-tax, is reserved 
for one of the courts at Westminster. 

The average meter indication system has been finally aban- 
doned at Reading, after several years of contention. A con- 
tract has been entered into with the gas company for five 
years, for the supply of the public lamps at a fixed price per 
lamp, on the basis of an estimated average consumption of 34 
feet per hour, to be regulated by a double tap, to which the 
local authorities still adhere, and the gas company cannot 
object, as the necessary consequence of its continued use is to 
increase the obstruction to the flow of gas to the burners. 
The contract price at the estimated amount of consumption 
will yield about 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet, reckoning 12s. 6d. per 
annum for lighting, extinguishing, cleaning, and repairs, the 
painting being done by the Local Board. At Folkestone, after a 
contention of eighteen months between regulators and double 
taps, the Local Board have offered to provide meters to every 
alternate lamp instead of to one in twelve, as first proposed, 
on the condition that the gas company will permit the use of 
double taps, which compromise has been accepted. The com- 
pany, at the same time, have the option of attaching meters to 
the other lamps, so that they may thereby protect themselves 
against any abuse in the lighting and extinguishing of the gas, 
which work has for some years past been undertaken by the 
Local Board. 

The pressure of other matter of more general interest com- 
pels us to suspend in our present number the publication of our 
report of the proceedings in the arbitration case for deter- 
mining the sum to be paid to the owner of the Weymouth 
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which has terminated in an award of £26,350, and the costs 
of both sides, which latter are said to amount to nearly £8500. 
We defer our remarks on the subject until the whole of the 
evidence is before our readers, merely observing that the sum 
awarded is nearly double the amount at which the undertaking 
was valued by Messrs. Stevenson, Innes, and Anderson, on 
the part of the purchasers; and one-half of Mr. Spice’s valua- 
tion on behalf of the vendor. 

The report of the meeting of the shareholders in the City of 
Moscow Gas Company, held on the 2lst ult., represents the 
affairs of that company to be even more disastrous than those 
of the Imperial Austrian Gas Company, noticed in our last. 
At the time the concession was granted, in 1864, we expressed 
the opinion that it was scarcely possible to conceive a more 
one-sided contract, nor one on which the concessionaires were 
more at the mercy of venal officials; and events have fully 
justified the warning we then gave against embarking capital 
in such an undertaking. It appears from the report of the 
directors, and from the address of the chairman to the share- 
holders, that one of the conditions of the concession insisted 
on by the municipality of Moscow, and to which the present 
embarrassment of the company’s affairs is mainly attributed, 
was that all the works, on the grandest scale possible, 
should be completed, and the mains laid to all parts of 
the city, at once. That, of course, involved the outlay 
of the greater portion of the capital before any profits 
could be realized. Another most onerous condition was 
that the public lamps should be supplied with gas considerably 
under cost price, the loss being estimated at £1 per annum on 
each lamp, and many miles of mains have been laid for the 
supply of those lamps alone. The concession also stipulated 
that at the end of thirty years the municipal authorities might 
purchase the undertaking for the average amount of the last 
ten years profits,’or at the expiration of forty years they might 
take possession of the works without any payment whatever. 
Extraordinary as it may now appear, in spite of the unfavour- 
able terms of the concession, many more shares were applied 
for than were issued, one of the baits held out to entice appli- 
cants having been the payment of 7 per cent. dividends on the 
deposits. At the present time the company, with £625,000 
of paid-up capital and £101,000 received on debentures, are 
in want of £310,000 to meet their liabilities, which sum it is 
proposed to raise by issuing 8 per cent. debentures—though, 
in the opinion of those well able to judge, the sum of £300,000 
would have covered the total expenditure on the works had a 
competent and independent engineer been employed. Part of 
the difficulties of the company is, indeed, asserted to have 
arisen from the employment of a Monsieur Desmond in the 
capacity of inspector-general, whose special duties were to. 
obtain orders for lights, and to make arrangements for fitting 
up the houses and the distribution of gas. The reports from 
him of the number of orders obtained were greatly exaggerated, 
and he has since been dismissed. It was in consequence of 
his representations that a larger quantity of coals and gas- 
fittings were sent to Moscow than would be required for several 
years, the purchase of which has increased the embarrassment 
of the company, but the stock still remains on hand. The 
prospect of a rapid increase of the demand for the company’s. 
gas, at the present price of 10s. per 1000 feet, is considerably 
clouded by the competition of a portable gas company, and by 
the use of petroleum, which is obtainable from the south of 
Russia. We are not, therefore, disposed to endorse the san- 
guine views of the chairman respecting the future of the under- 
taking; but as it must come to a dead lock if the £310,000 now 
asked for be not forthcoming, the best course for the share- 
holders to adopt would probably be to endeavour to raise the 
amount amongst themselves, for, with the present prospects, 
even the temptation of 8 per cent. would scarcely induce the 
public to advance the money. The proceedings of the meeting 
terminated with the appointment of a committee of consultation 
on the affairs of the company, and the adoption of the report 
of the directors stands adjourned until the committee make 
their report. 








Correspondence, 


EFFECT OF VARIATIONS IN LEVEL UPON THE 
PRESSURE OF GAS IN MAINS. 
Srr,—Your correspondent, “ Ignoramus,” has got into difficulty 
about the question of pressure. I shall, therefore, with your 
leave, try and help him out of it. 
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some truth in the matter. 

Now for the reason why. It will be better understood if, in- 
stead of saying that for every 10 feet rise the gas gains one-tenth 
of an inch of pressure, we say that for every 10 feet rise the gas 
is relieved of the weight of 10 feet of the atmosphere, which is 
equal to the weight of a column of water about one-tenth of an 
inch high; or, which is the same thing, for every 100 feet rise it 
is relieved of the depth of 100 feet of the atmosphere, which, at 
the height required for gas purposes is equal to the weight of a 
column of water about one inch high; and, as such is the case in 
gas ascending, it follows that in descending it is subject to the 
same law—viz., that in descending 100 feet it is subjected to 100 
feet more depth of atmosphere, which, as above stated, is equal to 
the weight of a column of water one inch in depth. It therefore 
follows that, if the pressure on a main be one inch at a certain 
level, for every 10 feet up or down on the same main there will 
appear on the gauge an increase or decrease, as the case may be, 
of about one-tenth of an inch of pressure; or, more properly, a 
|| decrease or increase of atmospheric pressure. Every one-tenth of 
an inch of pressure on gas shows about one-tenth of an inch 
decrease on weight of atmosphere. “Ignoramus” understands 
all about the pressure of the atmosphere acting on mercury, 
; but gets confused as to its action on gas; the gas, he main- 
| tains, is boxed up in the holder and mains, and therefore not 

subject to atmospheric pressure. I would remind him that, when 

| he applies his gauge, he places the gas under such pressure, as 
jthe weight of the atmosphere is on the water in the gauge, which 
is open to the gas in the main, thus forming a direct communica- 
tion between the atmosphere and the gas in the main. As to the 
pressure given by his gasholder, 52 feet high, he seems to be 
wandering. Had he given his reason for expecting 6:5 inches 
instead of 6, one would have seen where he was in error, as the 
holder might be 52 yards high, and not give half the pressure he 
mentions. In answer to this inquiry, however, I may tell him 
that the pressure given by a gasholder is not due to its height, 
but to the area and weight of the vessel. 

In conclusion, I would remind “ Ignoramus” that there is no 
royal road to knowledge; it is only gained by a careful study of 
good works on the subject required. He will find the latest 
edition of ‘‘ Clegg’s Treatise on Coal Gas” a most useful addition 
to his library. TRADE Mark. 

















S1r,—In answer to your correspondent who styles himself “ An 
Ignoramus,” I beg to offer the following explanations on the 
subject of pressure of gas in mains. 

It is erroneous to assume that the gas in mains is not exposed 
to atmospheric pressure, because, in fact, such pressure is exerted 
through the medium of the gasholder and governor, besides 
through any openings in the main existing accidentally or 
otherwise. 
In order to understand why the pressure in the mains varies 
according to the elevation, we simply have to consider the cause 
of indication by the pressure-gauge. 
The pressure-gauge is simply a balance, whereby the pressure 
of the atmosphere is brought into comparison with that of the 
contents of any vessel. 
In the case of applying the pressure-gauge to a gas-main, the 
pressures acting on the two surfaces of the fluid in the gauge are 
as follows :—In the open end of the gauge simply the atmospheric 
pressure due to the elevation at which the pressure-gauge is 
placed; the surface of fluid in the end connected with the main 
is acted upon directly by the pressure present in the main, and 
this is due, firstly, to the pressure of the atmosphere on the 
governor (if a governor is in action, and otherwise on the gas- 
holder); and, secondly, to the weight of the governor (or 
| gasholder). 
If we suppose the governor to be situated lower than the place 
where the pressure-gauge is applied, then the pressure of the 
atmosphere on the governor will be greater than on the open end 
of the pressure-gauge, owing to the weight of the column of air 
corresponding to the difference in elevation. 
This difference in atmospheric pressure between governor and 
pressure-gauge is but partly compensated by the weight of the 
gas in the main. 
The pressure due to the weight of a soft column of air near 
the surface of the earth is equal to that of a column of water of 
about 15-100ths of an inch in height. 
Assuming the weight of gas to be only a third of that of air 
(specific gravity of gas 0-333), the general rule, allowing 1/10th 
of an inch pressure for every 10 fect rise, would be correct, as :— 
Pressure of 10 feet column of air .... = 0°15 in. water 
Minus pressure of 10 feet column of 

gas (one-third of that of air)...... = 0°05 








” 





Leaves difference..........  0°1 inch 

water column as indicated by pressure-gauge. 

The specifie gravity of gas will, however, generally exceed 
0-333, and therefore the difference in pressure due to a 10 feet 


difference in elevation will, in practice, be found rather less than 
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It must have been very satisfactory to him to find the result of } 
his testing as he had been told; it showed there was, at least, 
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Your correspondent asks why a gasholder 52 feet high does not 
give 6°5 inches on the top instead of 6 inches. He evidently 
means to ask why the pressure is not more at the top than at 
the bottom. 

Properly conducted investigation will show him that the 
pressure of the gas in a gasholder is, as compared to that of the 
atmosphere at the same level, greater at the top.than at the 
bottom, in proportion to the difference in elevation. 

Clapham, Feb. 19, 1868. su 





Srr,—If your correspondent, ‘‘ Ignoramus,” will remember that 
the weight of the atmosphere decreases as you take it at a greater 
altitude, he will see that the increase of pressure in his higher 
gas-main is only apparent, and is due to the diminished pressure 
of the air on the open leg of the water-gauge. 

Of course the gas is practically affected in its deportment by 
an abstraction from the atmospheric pressure, precisely as if it 
had itself received an accession of pressure. 

‘‘Tenoramus” infers that a greater pressure will not be shown 
on the top of his gasholder than on the ground level, but on the 
above theory it must be so; and I have found from experiments 
that for every 10 fect a gasholder rises, there is an apparent in- 
increase of 1/10th of an inch pressure of water. 

Hy. E. Jones. 

Wandsworth, Feb. 25, 1868. 


S1r,—Your correspondent has omitted the consideration that, 
although the gas in the mains 7s not exposed to the influence of 
the atmosphere, the outer leg of his pressure-gauge is so exposed. 
As in ascending an elevation the pressure of the atmosphere be- 
comes less, so must the pressure of the gas in the mains become 
relatively greater. I should certainly expect a gasholder to indi- 
cate 6} inches at the top, if, standing 50 feet out of water, it indi- 
cated 6 inches at the bottom. CT 

Feb, 26, 1868. vr 


GAS-ENGINES FOR EXHAUSTERS. 

S1r,—In reply to the inquiry of “ A Constant Reader,” in the 
last number of the JouRNAL, I have for some months past had 
a 3-horse power Lenoir gas-engine, with Kinder and Kinsey’s 
improvement, working one of Beales’s exhausters, capable oj 
passing 30,000 cubic feet of gas per hour; a 4-inch double-action 
pump for the scrubber, and three other pumps. It performs its 
work most satisfactorily, with an average consumption of 60 
cubic feet of gas per horse power per hour. It requires very 
little attention, and is in the charge of the night and day fore- 
men of the stokers, who very soon acquired a knowledge of the 
details, and work it without difficulty. It has been seen at work 
by several gentlemen connected with gas-works, and I shall be 
very pleased to give any of your readers an opportunity of 
inspecting and testing its efficiency. 





E. GoppaRD, 
Engineer to the Ipswich Gaslight Company. 
Ipswich, Feb, 26, 1868. 

Srr,—Having visited the Ipswich Gas-Works a few days ago, 
I found that Mr. Goddard, the engineer of those works, was then | 
using a 3-horse power gas-engine to drive a Beales’s exhauster. | 
The motion was very steady, the gauge not appearing to oscillate | 
more than with the ordinary steam-engine; there is no difficulty 
in regulating the speed; the gas-engine is very compact, re- 
quiring little attention, can readily be stopped and resume work 
again, and no loss of steam as in the ordinary engine. Its merits 
only require to be better known, and I am sure it will be very 

generally adopted in lieu of the steam-engine. 
Colchester, Feb. 28, 1868. ALEX. C. FRASER, 


SELLING THE METROPOLITAN GAS-WORKS 
FOR A LUMPED SUM. 

Srr,—The warning voice of the governor of the Imperial at a 
recent general meeting was—* They are laming our horse, and 
will then obtain parliamentary powers to purchase him at his 
depreciated value.” The agitation against the metropolitan gas 
companies has depreciated the property to the extent of £2,000,000 
(as was well shown by the Nestor at the City gas meeting of the 
5th inst.). Next year we may have a bill introduced into Parlia- 
ment to purchase all the metropolitan gas-works at the average 
of the selling prices of their shares for the last three years. The 
argument would be—“ What can be more fair? We could have 
gone on the Stock Exchange and secured for ourselves the major 
portion of these concerns at those prices.” 
The gas companies must be absorbed by the local authorities. 
The fiat has gone forth, and their doom is sealed. Let the future 
gas consumers learn the jobbery which will take place by the 
management of their brother consumers, and the fingering of 
receipts of nearly £2,000,000 per annum. If the gas is deficient 
in illuminating power, or impure, short in quantity, or dear in 
price, they will have no gas companies to complain to—they can 
only complain to themselves. 
As I understand Sir John Thwaites (or our Haussmann of the 
Thames) has offered £420,000 per annum for our works as they 
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stand (6 per cent.), why should we not go boldly and offer our 
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works, with all assets and liabilities in our last balance-sheets (last 
dividends being paid), to the Board of Trade for £600,000 per 
annum, well secured by a rent charge on the works, or power to 
appoint a receiver of gas and other rates? An objector says, 
e ery stinking fish!” May be; but are we not keeping our 
fish until they become more’ rotten than stinking? An annual 
payment will prevent any borrowing of money to purchase 
gas-works. 

We need not trouble ourselves as to what authority the Go- 
vernment will entrust the future management of gas-works— 
whether to a commission appointed by itself, or to the Metro- 
politan Board of Works and the corporation of London con- 
jointly, or to a commission elected directly by the consumers, or 
to a mixture of all three. The new commission would have all 
the advantages, so lightly reckoned by me, but so much antici- 
pated by Mr. Cardwell, as “ the economy of amalgamation,” and 
“the advantages of a supply by the local authorities.” They 
would get rid of directors, auditors, superintendents, engineers, 
secretaries, and clerks. And surely by this they would save 
£100,000 per annum, and by their superior management another 
£100,000 per annum! This £200,000 per annum would go in 
reduction of price of gas, or would reduce the sewer-rates, which 
are now dragging down the metropolitan owner and occupier to 
the dust. 

As to the division, the City and the Great Central would be 
allotted to the corporation for a rent charge of about £60,000 
per annum. 

As to the general division among the companies, I think an 
allotment to each company, founded upon a combined average 
resulting from capital, rental, profit, and capability of gas- 
making, would be fair to all. The debentures and shares limited 
to the smaller dividends would receive in full; the ordinary 
shares would take what remained. 

An OLD GAs OFFICER. 


Register of few Patents. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 
504.—James Atuison Hoos, of 14, Montague Street, Edinburgh, in the 
co, of Ediaburghshire, for ‘‘ Improving gas-burners.” Feb. 15, 1868. 
510.—Wiit1am Joun Bennett, of Little Smith Street, Westminster, 
manager, and Joun Jonson, of Vauxhall Bridge Road, in the co. of 
Middlesex, builder, for “ Improved apparatus for separating the solid 
and watery particles of slop and sewage.” Feb. 15, 1868. 
545,—Joun Kirkianp, of Liverpool, in the co. of Lancaster, engineer, for 
‘* Improvements in the construction of pumps.” Feb. 19, 1868. 
554.—Grorcs Pomeroy Doner, of 79, Upper Thames Street, in the 
City of London, india-rubber manufacturer, for ‘“‘ Improvements in the 
manufacture of india-rubber valves, valve-seats, and other similar 
articles.” Feb. 19, 1868. 

555.—Grorce Pomeroy Dope, of 79, Upper Thames Street, in the 








DRED, of Blackheath, in the co. of Kent, chemist, for ‘ Jmprovements 
in purifying hydrocarbon oils.”” Feb. 26, 1868, 

658.—Cuartes Cement Waker and Witt1am Tuomas Waker, of 
Midland Iron-Works, Donnington, near Newport, Shropshire, engi- 
neers, for “Improvements in centre-valves for gas-purifiers and other 
apparatus.’’ (Complete specification.) Feb. 27, 1868, 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 
293,.—Tuomas Hynes, of Sheffield, in the co. of York, ironmonger, and 
JosepH Bennett, of Sheffield aforesaid, engineer, for ‘ Improved 
means or appliances for facilitating the transit and application of | 
caloric ; also for mizing caloric with air, water, and other fluids and 
gases ; also for izing the yption of fuel, consuming smoke, 
generating steam, and increasing and distributing heat, and for refri- 
gerating purposes.’’ Jan, 28, 1868. 
404.—Joun Honryman, jun., of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., 
architect, for “Improvements in arrangements and apparatus for 
trapping and ventilating in connexion with drain or other pipes.”’ 
Feb, 6, 1868. 
420.—Grorce Tvcker, of Canonbury Road, in the parish of St. Mary, 
Islington, in the co. of Middlesex, for *‘ Improvements in the manufac- 
ture of -rain-water pipes and certain other articles in cast iron.” 
Feb. 7, 1868. 
426,—THomas Waker, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, engi- 
neer, for “‘ Improvements in the construction of sewers and drain pipes 
or tubes.”” Feb, 8, 1868. 
427.—PrTer RoruHwett, of Hampstead Road, in the co. of Middlesex, 
gas engineer, for “‘An improved regulating-valve for the delivery of 
specific quantities of gas, water, or other fluids.’’ Feb. 8, 1868. 
432.—Wit1am Cowan, of Edinburgh, in the co. of Mid Lothian, N.B., 
gas-meter manufacturer, for “Improvements in the construction of the 
cases of gas-meters.”” Feb, 8, 1868. 
438,—Witi1aM Tuomas Svae, of Vincent Works, Vincent Street, in the 
city of Westminster, for “‘ Improvements in valves.”’ Feb. 8, 1868. 
439.—Witt1am Beate Marston, of Leeswood Vale Oil-Works, near 
Mold, in the co. of Flint, for ‘“ Improvements in lamps and apparatus 
for lighting railway carriages.”” Feb. 8, 1868. 
452,—HErRMANN ScHLOTTER, of Kistritz, near Gera, in the principality 
of Reuss, Germany, for “dx improved method of and apparatus for 
raising water.” Feb. 10, 1868. 
465.—ArtTuuR Brin, of 11, Rue des Acacias, Paris, France, civil engi- 
neer, for “‘ Certain improvements in apparatus for generating and 
applying gas from air and hydrocarbon fluids for lighting and heating 
purposes.” Feb, 11, 1868. 
485.—Ricuarp GzorGe, of Kilburn, in the co. of Middlesex, for ‘‘ Im- 
provements in gas-stoves for heating and ventilating.” Feb. 13, 1868. 
510.—Wi11am Joun Bennett, of Little Smith Street, Westminster, 
manager, and Joun Jozson, of Vauxhall Bridge Road, in the co. of 
Middlesex, builder, for “‘ Improved apparatus for separating the solid 
and watery particles of slop and sewage.’’ Feb, 15, 1868. 


INVENTION PROTECTED FOR SIX MONTHS BY THE 
DEPOSIT OF A COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 
436.—Joszru Atrrep Nicuotsoy, of 3, Adelaide Place, London Bridge 
in the City of London, shipowner, for “‘ Improvements in water-closets» 

des, chamber and toilet utensils, and other articles in earthen- 








City of London, india-rubber manufacturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in 
packing for the stuffing-boxes of steam-engines, and for other like 
purposes.”’ Feb. 19, 1868, 

557.—James Grarron Jones, of the Blaina Iron- Works, near Newport, 
in the co. of Monmouth, for “‘ Improvements in machinery for ex- 
hausting air, suitable to be used for ventilating mines, and for other 
similar purposes.’ Feb. 19, 1868. 

566.—Prerre Nicotas Goux, of 49, Rue de Longchamps, Paris, in the 
empire of France, agricultural proprietor, for ‘‘ Improvements in col- 
lecting and. in disinfecting human excreta and coswerting the same 
into manure, also in the apparatus or means employed therein.” 
Feb. 20, 1868. 

572.—Gzorce Daviss, of 1, Serle Street, Lincoln’s Inn, in the co. of 
Middlesex, and 87, St. Vincent Street, in the city of Glasgow, civil 
engineer and patent agent, for ‘‘ Improvements in taps.” A communi- 
cation. Feb. 20, 1868, 

576.—GrorceE Davirs, of 1, Serle Street, Lincoln’s Inn, in the co. of 
Middlesex, and 87, St. Vincent Street, in the city of Glasgow, civil 
engineer and patent agent, for “‘ Improvements in the manufacture of 
gas for lighting and heating.’”” A communication. Feb. 21, 1868. 
588.—Avucustus Dz Merz, of Wolverhampton, in the co. of Stafford, for 
** Improvements in commode-pots or vessels to be used as water-closets, 
or for other purposes.’’ Feb, 22, 1868. 

596.—Brnsamin Epwarp Reina Newianps, F.C.S., of 4, Malvern 
Terrace, Charlton, in the co. of Kent, for ‘‘ Improvements in treating 
spent oxide of iron, or oxide of iron which has been used in gas-works 
or otherwise, to separate sulphur from sulphuretted hydrogen, and in 
se purification of sulphur obtained from such oxide of iron.” Feb. 22, 


x 


611.—Wni11am Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for “‘ Improvements in the manufacture of 
illuminating gas.” A communication. Feb. 24, 1868. 
613,—GzorceE Stneri Dracopuno, of Cardiff, in the co. of Glamorgan, 
for “‘A new apparatus for raising or forcing water, applicable to ships, 
mines, and other purposes,”” Feb, 24, 1868. 
634.—GzorcE Tomurnson Bousrietp, of Loughborough Park, Brixton, 
in the co. of Surrey, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus for raising and 
forcing water and for feeding steam-boilers.’’ A communication, 
Feb. 25, 1868. 
643.—Rozert Larpiaw and Joun Tuomson, both of Glasgow, in the co. 
of Lanark, N.B., engineers, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus for ex- 
hausting gas for biowing air, for pumping or forcing liquids, and for 
measuring liquids.’’ Feb. 26, 1868. 
648.—F reperick Lampeand Artuur Cxartes Sterry, both of Rother- 


> 
ware or glass, and in the mode or means of securing stoppers, corks, 
and other moveable parts or fittings therein or thereto, also in protect- 
ing the bearing or supporting surfaces thereof.’ Feb. 8, 1868. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 

2840.—Witt1am Ports, of Handsworth, in the co. of Stafford, manufac- 
turer, for ‘* Improvements in gaseliers,’’ Oct. 9, 1867. 

2873.—Ricuarp Canuam, of Ray Street, Clerkenwell, in the co. of 
Middlesex, and Jamzs THomson, of Union Road, New Wandsworth, 
in the co. of Surrey, for “ Improvements in stoves for consuming 
gas and other fuel, and in ovens to be used therewith,’’ Oct, 12, 
1867. 

2894.—Tuomas Henry Baker, engineer, and Tuomas Wooprorrr, 
builder, both of Tunbridge, in the co. of Kent, for ‘* Improvements in 
treating sewage and other liquid matters so as to purify the more fluid 
portions thereof, and recover some of the contained matters for re-use 
in manufacturing processes, and in the preparation of others for use 
as manures.” Oct. 15, 1867. 

2899.— ALEXANDER MeEtviLue Crark, of 53, Chancery Lane, in the co. 
of Middlesex, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus for producing motive 
power by means of compressed air, water, or other liquid.” A com- 
munication. Oct. 16, 1867. 

2918.—James BanneuR, of the city of Exeter, for ‘‘ Improvements in 
apparatus for supplying deodorizing matter to dry or carth-closets, and 
in processes of and apparatus for treating the liquid portion of human |. 
or animal excreta, after removal from such closets or from other re- 
ceptacles.’? Oct. 17, 1867. 

2925.—Epwanrp Caspar, of 101, Cannon Street, in the City of London, 
merchant, for ‘‘An improved mode of and means for preventing the 
bursting of the tubes in steam and water pressure-gauges, and other 
tubes or pipes, from the effects of cold,’’ A communication, Oct. 18, 
1867, 
2231.—Henry Joun Barz, of 1, Russell Terrace, Oakley Square, in the 
co. of Middlesex, for ‘* Improvements in apparatus to be used in cook- 
ing by means of gas.” Oct. 18, 1867. 
2998.—Rozert WearzE, of Compton, in the co. of Stafford, manufac- 
turer, for “Improvements in and in apparatus for the treatment and 
Sor the reception of urine and fecal matter.’’ Oct. 24, 1867. 
3050.—Lorrus Perxtns, of 6, Seaford Street, Gray’s Inn Road, engi- 
neer, for “‘ Improvements in actuating the valves of water and other 
meters, and of engines for obtaining motive power,’’ Oct. 29, 1867. 
3172.—Tuomas Wetts Incram, of Birmingham, in the co. of Warwick, 
manufacturer, and Epwarp Curtis Kemp, of Birmingham aforesaid, 





hithe New Road, in the co, of Surrey, paraffin refiners, and Joun For- 








manufacturer, for “‘ Improvements in gas-lamps.”’ Nov. 9, 1867. 























SS 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 





Mar. 3, 1868.] 


<<. 
143 








Parltamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, Fes. 17, 1868. 
The Lord Chancellor acquainted the House that the Standing Orders 
lapplicable to the following Bills had not been complied with:—The Dus- 
Lin Crry Gas, and the Winpsor AND Eron WareEr Bills. 


Tuespay, Fes. 18. 
The CatverLEY AND Horsrorru Disrricr Gas; Lerps New Gas; 
Lewes WATER; Morvey Gas; and the YEADON AND GUISELEY Gas Bills, 
|| were presented, and read a first time. 


| a 
| Fripay, Fes. 21. 

|| Petitions were deposited against the CALvVERLEY AND Horsrortn Dis- 
| Trict GAs, and the Lezps New Gas Company Bills, from C. Walker. 

i 


|| '  Monpay, Fss. 24. 
| 


|| The Catvertey AND Horsrortu Disrricr Gas; Leeps New Gas; 
| Lewes Water; Moruey Gas; and the Yeapon AND GuisELEy Gas Bills, 
|| were read a second time. —_- 
Fray, Fes. 28. 
| The Standing Order Committee report that they have agreed to the fol- 
lowing resolutions—viz., That the Standing Orders not complied with in 
| respect of the MAryrort District AND Harsour, and the WINDSOR AND 
Eroy Warer Bills, ought to be dispensed with. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Fripay, Fes. 14, 1868. 

Maryport Distrrcr an» Hargour, and Wrxpsor AND Eron WATER 
Bills.—Reports, in respect of non-compliance with the Standing Orders, 
- upon the table, and referred to the Select Committee on Standing 

rders. — 
Monpay, Fes. 17. 

The CLrevepon Gas; Darrrorp Warzr; GASLIGHT AND CoKE Com- 
PANY; Ruramy Warer; Brentrorp Gas; Derpy Water; Lonpon 
(Corporation) Gas; LovecHroroven GAs; SUNDERLAND AND SouTH 
SHIELDs WaTER; Burstem anp TuNSTALL Gas; STAFFORDSHIRE 
Porreries Water; Cork Gas; Farnworth AND KEaRsLEY GaAs; 
ImpertaL Gas; Merroponrran Gas CompPpaNnigs AMALGAMATION; 
||Reapinc Warer; Wareincrow Warer; Granp Juncrion WATER; 
||Reapisc Locan Boarp or Heanrn; CutcuesteR Gas; MERTHYR 
|| Typriu Gas; Ystrap GAs anD WarTer; Easrsourne Gas; Cork Im- 
PROVEMENT; Stoucn Water; Wortuine Gas; Liuynvi VALLEY Gas; 
Harirax Corporation WatTer-Works AND ImpRoOvVEMEST; HyTHR 
AND Saypeare Gas; Braprorp Watrr-Works AND IMPROVEMENT; 
TorsHam, Woopsury, anp Lympstons Warsr; Lovenrorover 
Locat Boarp; and the Perersoroven Gas Bills, were presented, and 
| read the first time. 

The Dustin (Crr¥) Gas Bill.—Report, in respect of non-compliance 
with the Standing Orders, laid upon the table, and referred to the Select 
Committee on Standing Orders. 





Turspay, Fes. 18. 

The Portsmoutn (Boroven) Water; Dunpgwe Gas (No. 1 and No. 2); 
and the Barrow-rx-F urvEss Corporation Gas Bills, were presented, and 
read the first time. _ 
A Wepnespay, Fes. 19. 

A petition was deposited against the Ysrrap Gas AND WATER Bill, from 
the Treforest Tin Pilate Company. 


Trurspay, Fes. 20. 

METROPOLIS SuBways Bill, was presented, and read the first time, and 
referred to the Examiners of Petitions for Private Bills. 

A petition was deposited against the Lurzriat Gas Bill, from the Vestry 
of St. Pancras. ae 
Fripay, Fes. 21. 

Dusiin (Crry) Gas Bill.—Report, in respect of non-compliance with 
the Standing Orders, laid upon the table, and referred to the Select Com- 
mittee on Standing Orders. 

Petitions were deposited against the GasLicur AND Coke Company; 
IMPERIAL Gas; and the Loypox Corroration Gas Bills, from the White- 
chapel Board of Works, 

Monnway, Fes. 24. 


AND IMPROVEMENT; BRENTFORD Gas; Brompton, CHATHAM, &c., WATER; 
Bursnem anv Tunsract Gas; Cuicaester Gas; CLEVEDON Gas; Cork 
Gas; Cork lwprovement; Dartrorp Water; Derpy WaTer; Hast- 
BOURNE Gas; Farnworta AND Kearstey Gas; GRAND JUNCTION WATER; 
Hauirax Corporation WATER-WoRKS AND IMPROVEMENT: HyTHE AND 
Sanpeate Gas; Luynvi VALLEY Gas; LoucHsoroven Gas; Loven- 
Borover Locat Boarp; Mertayr Typrit Gas; Perersoroven Gas; 
PortsMouTH (Boroucu) Water; Reapine Locatn Boarp or Hearn; 
Reapiye Warer; Rotary Water; Stovea Warer; Srarrorpsame 
Porrrrtes WATER; SUNDERLAND AND SOUTH SHIELDS WATER; ToPsHAM, 
Woopsoury, AnD Lympsronz WaTEeR; WARRINGTON WaTER; WorRTHING 
Gas; and the Ysrrap Gas AND WATER Bills, were read-a second time and 
committed. 

The Loxpox (Corporation) Gas; Lwprrtat Gas; and the Gasticnt 
AnD Coxe Company Bills, were read a second time. 

The Standing Orders Committee reported that in. the case of the Dustin 
(Crry) Gas petition the Standing Orders ought not to be dispensed with. 

Petitions were deposited against the BRaprorp WatTER-WoRKS AND 
Improvement, from the guardians of the North Brierley Union; against 
the Granp Juncrron Water, from William Brough Phillimore; against 
the Havirax Corporation WatTrr-Works, from Henry Savile; and 
against the Hyrae awp Saxpeare Gas Bills, from the Folkestone Gas and 
Coke Company. 

METROPOLITAN GAS BILLS. 

Mr. Ayrton: It will be in the recollection of the House that last year 
there was a variety of bills introduced into this House for the supply of gas 
to the metropolis. Those bills were referred to a single committee, and I 
believe that the inquiry into them was productive of the greatest advan 
— aon a bayer ==> ol baad ention also there is a flood of bills of 
» i esirable for the r conduct of business 
<ed they should be all referred to one Penal 1g I beg leave to move, 
therefore, that they be referred’ to 4 committee of five, as they were last 

ession.—The motion was agreed’ to without discussion. 








The Barrow-ry-Furness:' Corporation; Braprorp Watrr-Works: 


TurspAy, Fes. 25. 
The Dunpee Gas (No. 1) Bill was read a second time, and committed. 


The Maryport Disrricr anp Harsour; MAryrort ImpRrovEMENT 
AND Harsour; and the Winpsor ANp Eron WATER Bills, were read the 
first time. 

Petitions were deposited against the Bgaprorp WaTER-WorkKs AND IM- 
PROVEMENT Bill, from John George Smyth; William Dewhurst; and Charles 
Booth Elmsall Wright. 


WEDNESDAY, F Es. 26. 

Petitions were deposited against the Braprorp WaTer-WorRKS AND 
IMPROVEMENT, from George Lane Fox and William England; and from the 
Keighley Local Board of Health;—against the Easrsourne Gas, from the | | 
Eastbourne Local Board of Health;—against the Lonpon (CorroRATION) } | 
Gas, from the North London ——e Company ;—against the SrarFoRD- 
soir Porrerizes Water, from the Mayor and Corporation of Longton ;— 
against the SuNDERLAND AND Sours Sureips WarTeER, from the Earl of 
Durham; the Houghton-le-Spring Local Board of Health;—against the 
Braprorp WatTeR-WorKS AND IMPROVEMENT, from the Bradford Canal 
Navigation Company; the landowners and ratepayers of Queensbury; the 
Queensbury Local Board; and Marth England;—against the CHICHESTER 
Gas, from the London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway Company ;— |! 
against the Easrnourne Gas, from the London, Brighton, and South 
Coast Railway Company;—against the Gasticnr AND CokE CoMPANY, 
from the West Ham pe Board of Health ;—against the Hatirax Corpo- 
RATION WATER-WorkKS AND ImprRovVEMENT, from the owners, &c., of mills, 
&c.,on river Hebden;—against the Imppriat Gas, from the West Ham 
Local Board of Health;—against the Lonpon (Corporation) Gas, from 
the London and St. Katherine’s Docks Company ;—against the Merroro- 
Liraw GAs ComPANIES AMALGAMATION, from the South Metropolitan Gas- 
light and Coke Company; ainst the Stoves Water, from the owners, 
&c., of property at Ae William Henry Cutler;—against the Srar- 
FORDSHIRE Porrertes Wartsr, from the Corporations of Hanley and 
Neweastle-under-Lyme; Burslem District Local Local of Health; and the 
Tunstall Local Board of Health;—against the SUNDERLAND AND Sout 
Sureips Water, from the Sunderland Local Board of Health and the 
Southwick Loca! Board of Health;—against the WArRrncron WATER, from 
the Rev. F. G. Hopwood;—and against the Worratne Gas Bills, from the 
London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway Company. 





Fripay, Fre. 28. 


Petitions were deposited against the Bkaprorp WATER-WorkKs AND Im- 
PROVEMENT, from millowners, &c.; William Garnett; William Ferrand; 
Richard Polycarp Mortimer; Bowling Iron Company; owners of property in 
Bradford; Messrs. Foster; owners, &c., of property affected by the bill; 
Local Government Board for the district of Denholme Gate; landowners 
and oe of Cottingley; Midland Railway Company; Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Railway Company; Great Northern Railway Company; Duke of 
Devonshire; Aire and Calder Navigation Company; John Benson Sidgwick 
and Arthur Ellis; Francis Sharp Ponell; James Atkinson Jowett; trustees 
of the Iate John Green Paley (Rev. Geo, B. Paley, John Drury, and Ray- 
mond §. Paley); Rev. Geo. B. Paley; Helen Mason and Sir Edward Hulse, 
Bart.; and John Horsfall;—against the Brentrrorp Gas, from the house- 
holders and inhabitants of Mortlake and Barnes ;—against the CHICHESTER 
Gas, from the Corporation of Chichester;—against the Cork Gas, from the 
Corporation of Cork;—against the Cork Improvement, from the Cork 
Gas Consumers Company and the ratepayers of Cork ;—against the Der By 
Water, from the Midland Railway Company and the Corporation of Derby; 
—against the DunpEE Gas (No.1 and No. 2), from traders and others of 
Dundee and the Dundee Chamber of Commerce ;—against the FARNWoRTH 
AND Kearsey Gas, from the Radcliffe and Pilkington Gas Company ;— 
against the GasLigHT AND Coxe Company, from the Corporation of the 
City of London; Limehouse Board of Works; Metropolitan Board of Works; 
London and North-Western Railway Company; Great Eastern Railway 
Company; and the Trustees of the River Lea;—against the Granp Junc- 
TIon Water, from the Vestry of Kensington ;—against the Hatirax Cor- 
PORATION WATER-WorRKS AND Improvement, from E. C. Sutherland- 
Walker; John Crossley and Sons; Richard Horsfall and Ralph Nicholson; 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company; Calder and Hebble Naviga- 
tion Company; and others;—against the Imprrtat Gas, from the Vestry 
of St. Marylebone; Metropolitan Board of Works; London and North- 
Western Railway Company; Great Eastern Railway Company; and the 
Trustees of the River Lea;—against the Luynvi VauLey Gas, from 
the Llynvi Coal and Iron Company; and owners, &c., in Maesteg;— 
against the Lonpon (Corroration) Gas, from the Conservators of ) 
the River Thames; the Limehouse Board of Works; Gaslight and Coke 
Company; City of London Gaslight and Coke Company; London and 
North-Western Railway Company; Great Eastern ilway Company; 
Metropolitan Railway Company; Regent’s Canal Company; New River 
Company; John Peirse Kennard; East London Water-Wors Company; 
Jean Baptiste Athanase Lorsont; Independent Gaslight and Coke Com- 
pany, and other metropolitan gas companies; Imperial Gaslight and Coke 
Company; Great Central Gas Consumers Company; and the Trustees of 
the River Lea;—against the Merrorotiray Gas Companies AMALGAMA- 
Tron, from the Corporation of the City of London; the Metrapolitan Board | 
of Works; London and North-Western Railway Company; Independent 
Gaslight and Coke Company; Vestry of St. Mary, Islington; and G. Flintoff 
and others;—against the PereRBorovGH Gas, from the London and North- 
Western Railway Company and the Great Northern Railway Company ;— 

inst the Reaprnc Loca Boarp or HEactn, from the Reading Water- 
orks Company and the Great Western Railway Company ;—against the 
Reapine Water, from the Great Western Railway Company and the 
Corporation of er -caees the Rurui Warer, from the Corpora- 
tion of Ruthin and William Lloyd;—against the Stove Water, from the 
Great Western Railway Company and the Eton Local Board of Health;— 
against the STaArroRDSHIRE Porrerigs WATER, from the Leck Improve- 
ment Commissioners; Lord Vernon and others; Thomas Phillips; and 
Lord Vernon;—against the SuNpERLAND AND SoutH Saretps WATER, 
- from the Corporation of South Shields; the-Jarrow Local Board of Health; 
/and manufacturers and others in the district;—against the WarrincToy 
| Water, from the London and North-Western Railway Company ;—against 
ithe Wixpsor anp Eron Warer, from the Conservators of the River 
| Thames ;—against the WorrHine Gas, from the landowners and others; 
! Worthing Local Board of Health; West Worthing Improvement Commis- 
} sioners;—and against the Ystrap Gas AND Warer Bills, from John Boyle 
and Major-General Charles Stuart (as trustees under the will of the late \ 














Marquess of Bute). 
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Legal intelliqence. 


COURT OF EXCHEQUER. 
Fripay, Fes. 21. 
(Sittings at Nisi Prius, before Baron Martin and a Common Jury.) 
PRICE 0, TURNER. 
This was an action to recover a certain sum for work done as an attorney 
and solicitor upon the retainer of the defendant, for money paid by the 
plaintiff for the defendant, and on an account stated. The defendant 
pleaded never indebted. 
Mr. Kranz, Q.C., and Mr. MorGan Luioyp were counsel for the plaintiff; 
Mr. Serjeant Parry and Mr. Tuomas for the defendant. 
The plaintiff was an attorney, and also clerk to the vestry of Mile-End, 
and the defendant was a chair and coach maker, and a member of the 
vestry of St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch. In 1866,in consequence of an out~- 
break of cholera, the different parishes in the east of London appointed 
delegates to a committee which was to determine the means by which 
that part of the metropolis could obtain a better supply of water. The 
delegates met and instructed the plaintiff, whom they appointed as 
their secretary or clerk, to take the necessary steps for applying to 
Parliament for a bill on the subject. The proceedings in the matter went 
no further than the preparation of the bill, but the plaintiffs costs amounted 
to £196. Of that sum the share of St. Leonard’s, Shoreditch, was 
£47 16s, 6d., and the defendant being one of the delegates appointed by the 
vestry of the parish, the plaintiff now sought to make him liable for the 
amount. 
The defence was that the defendant and his colleagues from St. Leonard’s 
objected, at a meeting of the committee, to any expenses being incurred 
beyond advertising and other preliminary expenses, on the ground that the 
resolution of their vestry gave them no authority to incur any further 
liability. It was also said that the preparation of the bill was really a part 
of the prosecution of it which they had no power to sanction. 
The jury found a verdict for the plaintiff for the amount claimed. 





STAFFORDSHIRE ADJOURNED QUARTER SESSIONS. 
TurspDAy, Fes. 25. 
THE WOLVERHAMPTON CORPORATION ¥. THE WOLVERHAMPTON 
GAS COMPANY. 

In this case (which had been adjourned from the January sessions), Mr. 
STAVELEY Hitt, Q.C., appeared, with Mr. Youne, for the corporation; and 
Mr. MorreraM and Mr. BosanqueEt were counsel for the Wolverhampton 
Gas Company. It will be recollected that the object of the corporation, 
who came before the court on petition, was to obtain the appointment of 
an accountant “ to examine the concerns of the gas company.” 
At the opening of the court it had been intimated that there was a pro- 
bability of an agreement being come to between the parties, but after a 
consultation between them, 
Mr. Hitt, addressing the bench, said that in the matter of the applica- 
tion by the corporation for the appointment of an accountant under the 
36th section of the Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1847, sec. 35, he had hoped that 
his friend, Mr. Motteram, and himself might have been able to agree upon 
some person to go into the matter, and thus save the bench the trouble of 
making the appointment, but they had not been able to do so. He might, 
therefore, remind the court of the way in which matters stood. The 35th 
section, as his lordship would remember, authorized the court, under cer- 
tain circumstances, to appoint an accountant or other competent person, 
not being a proprietor in any gas-works, to examine and ascertain, at the 
expense of the undertakers, the actual state and condition of the concerns of 
the undertakers, and report thereon to the court at the then present or 
some following sessions. Mr. Hill then read from the Wolverhampton 
Chronicle the result of the proceedings in the case at the last sessions, 
which was to the effect that the Earl of Lichfield said the court was unani- 
mously agreed that, upon the facts brought before it, sufficient ground 
existed for the appointment of an accountant, but that it would be more 
satisfactory to the magistrates if the parties could agree upon the gentle- 
man to be appointed; and, with the view of saving the expense of an 
investigation of the accounts, Mr. Motteram, in reply to a remark from 
Mr. Hill, said the company would give every information they thought 
reasonable, and if there were any requisitions which they considered un- 
reasonable, they would submit to the opinion of the court upon them. Mr. 
Hill next read a correspondence which had taken place between Mr. Manby, 
solicitor to the company, and the town-clerk of Wolverhampton, who is 
acting for the petitioners, since the last sessions, It opened with a letter 
from Mr. Manby, dated January 6, in which he said that, in the spirit of the 
suggession made by Lord Lichfield, he was authorized to offer to the town- 
clerk any information or explanation he could reasonably require for the 
satisfaction of the petitioners, but in making this offer the gas company ex- 
oop stipulated that what should be so given should not be made use of to 

elp an opposjtion gas company, or scheme, either in the council, or in Par- 
liament, or elsewhere, the object being to satisfy any practical and impartial 
person that the company had done nothing illegally, and that they had given 
to the public every benefit to which they are entitled, consistent with the 
legal rights of the gas company. If the town-clerk wished to put the 
questions in a way to be judicially settled without the necessity of troubling 
the sessions again, he (Mr. Manby) would be happy to consult with him as 
to the mode of doing so. On the 11th the town-clerk replied, stating that 
according to the decision of the court there were only two points upon 
which a conference could be necessary—the question of expenses and the 
person to be appointed to examine the accounts. As regards the first ques- 
tion, he called Mr. Motteram’s attention to the fact that in August he 
proposed that some competent person, to be mutually agreed upon, should 
be appointed with all the powers a compulsory appointment would clothe 
him with, in order that the expense and trouble of a formal application to 
the court might be avoided; but the gas company declined to assent to it, 
chiefly for the reason that there was not sufficient ground for the applica- 
tion, The town-clerk further stated that the course which the gas com- 
pany took in rejecting this offer had necessitated the expense which the 
corporation were so desirous of avoiding, and as the only remaining expense 
of any moment would be the charges of the accountant which should be 
borne by the company, a withdrawal of the petition could not effect any 
reduction in the expense. Besides, the corporation thought it would, under 
the circumstances, be far more satisfactory to the gas consumers generally 
that the report of the accountant should be laid before the court, in order 
to obtain a legal and binding direction relative to the concerns of the com- 
pany and the future price of gas. The town-clerk expressed his willing- 
ness to confer with Mr. Manby with a view to the mutual nomination of 


an accountant for appointment by the court. On January 13th Mr. Manby 
replied, stating that the town-clerk had misunderstood both the remarks 





| 





and suggestions of the bench, as well as his letter of the 6thinst. The 
court said that the accounts contained all that the Act required, and the 
only questions left were as to the income-tax and the right to allow for 
depreciation. On these the court expressed an opinion that a case had 
been made out for inquiry, but on its being stated that there was really no 
use in appointing a person to inquire as to facts which were admitted, and 
which, it was contended for the company, were strictly legal, and on the 
attention of the court being called more particularly to the question of ex- 
pense, first, of the appointment, and next of and incident to the petition, 
the court hesitated, and it was determined not to make the appointment 
till the adjourned sessions, the court suggesting that the parties might 
satisfy each other, and the great expense of the a might 
be saved. It was in the spirit of this suggestion (Mr. Manby added) 
that he wrote his letter of the 6th inst. On the 18th inst., the town- 
clerk again wrote to Mr. Manby expressing a different opinion from Mr. 
Manby’s as to what would be the accountant’s duty, and stating that, 
as the case stood, any withdrawal of the proceedings from the court 
would be worse than useless and likely to occasion a commencement 
of them de novo. The town-clerk added: “If the petitioners view be cor- 
rect, the gas consumers are at least entitled to require that the amount of 
the depreciation-fund and the income-tax improperly deducted, amounting 
together, in round numbers, to £11,500, should be applied in reduction of 
the price of gas. Any offer of the company with a view to such a reduc- 
tion would, I feel sure, be properly considered by my clients.” The only 
other letter was one from the town-clerk to the clerk of the peace, stating 
that as his offer to Mr. Manby, with a view to the mutual nomination of 
an accountant, had not been accepted, his clients intended to apply to the 
court to nominate at these sessions. Mr. Hill, after reading the correspon- 
dence, said that under the circumstances the petitioners came before the 
court to ask for the appointment, in the words of the Act, of an accountant 
or some other competent person to examine and ascertain the actual state 
and condition of the concerns of the undertakers. Two names had been fur- 
nished to his friend, Mr. Motteram, from whom he (Mr. Hill) should have 
thought a proper and eligible person might have been selected, but it 
appeared that his friend was instructed to apply for some other class of 
person altogether. The learned counsel concluded by asking for the 
appointment of a person to examine and report upon the accounts. 

r. MoTTERAM said he must say that Mr. Hayes (the town-clerk) had 
not carried out the spirit of the suggestion which fell from the bench on 
the last occasion. Of course he (Mr. Motteram) did not complain of the 
course his friend, Mr. Hill, had been instructed to take in giving the 
go-by completely to the observations which fell from the bench at the last 
sessions, but nothing could be more plain than that Mr. Manby had cor- 
ractly stated the view of the court. On the last occasion the court took 
immense pains to ascertain the position of the accounts, and, although they 
were probably not in an accountant’s shape, as the company frankly ad- 
mitted, yet there was no pretence for saying there was anything to conceal, 
or that anything wrong had been done with reference to them, except that 
which might be wrong merely in point of form. With respect to the de- 
preciation-fund, they explained that no absolute fund existed; that the 
money which the depreciation-fund represented had been spent in keeping 
in health, as it were, the plant of the company, and therefore it was non- 
sense talking about it as a fund, for that was a wrong term. It might be 
that they were not entitled to have a depreciation-fund; it might be they 
were not entitled to have spent it on the plant, but they had done it, and 
there was no mistake at all about it. With respect to the income-tax, a 
learned magistrate (Mr. Spooner) expressed himself rather strongly that 
the company had not the right to deduct income-tax before the payment of 
a dividend, but he (Mr. Motteram) ventured to differ from him, and further 
reflection had not induced him to change his opinion. The learned counsel 
then referred him to the offerof Mr. Manby to the town-clerk to afford any in- |; 
formation or explanation the corporation could reasonably require, on condi- 
tion it should not be used to help any opposition gas company or scheme, and 
said the stipulation was a perfectly reasonable one, for it was suggested in 
court that the information was required, not to test whether the company 
had acted legally, but for other purposes. But Mr. Hayes would not give 
the pledge; he would not accept the information in the spirit in which it 
was offered, but travelled off into an offer made to the company before the 
discussion took place in that court, and which had nothing to do with the |: 
question, because certain matters were not then understood as they were 
after what occurred at the last sessions, and as the court understood them. 
After the long inquiry in that court, the examination of witnesses, and the 
expression of the noble chairman, Mr. Hayes said his clients must have the 
very thing they had been for two sessions fighting for—yiz.,an accountant 
to examine the accounts. But the gas company said—“ No; the expense 
will be enormous; and you must give some real, good ground to show that 
the company ought to be put to this expense;” because he (Mr. Motteram) 
remembered that, at the last sessions, the clerk of the peace suggested to 
the court that, under the Act of Parliament, the expenses must be borne by 
the company. He (Mr. Motteram) offered to let the costs abide the result, 
which seemed reasonable; but Mr. Hand thought the company must bear 
th 


——e 





em. 
The Eart of Licurretp: That point was not settled by the court in any 
way, nor had we any intention of settling it. 

Mr. Hit said he held the opinion that the petitioners might at any time 
be liable to the costs. 

Mr. Morreram observed that his friend did frankly say that that was 
his reading of the section; and he (Mr. Motteram) said that, as that was as 
he should like it to be, he would not argue against it, and he asked Mr. 
Hill to let it be understood that the costs should abide the result; but his 
friend would not bind himself to that. 

The Earu of LicuFieELp repeated that the court had not then any inten- 
tion of making any order about costs, and would not make any order now. 

Mr. MorreraM, in continuation, said that, it being the opinion of the 
clerk of the that the company would have to pay the costs, he thought 
the court felt, at the last sessions, that, under the circumstances, it was un- 
reasonable to put them to that expense when they were not in fault. It there- 
fore said to the company: “ Cannot you agree to give the petitioners the in- 
formation they require?” and he (Mr. Motteram), on the part of the com- 
pany, agreed that they should have everything which the company con- 
sidered reasonable, and that the requisitions which they did not consider 
reasonable should be brought forward for the opinion of the court. But 
now the petitioners came and asked for that which, after hours of dis- 
cussion, the court would not grant them before. The company contended 
that the petitioners had not convinced the court that it ought to fling this 
enormous expense upon them; but if the court said it had, then the com- 
pany said a mere accountant was nota proper person to go into these 
matters, but it must be some person with a technical knowledge of the 
whole circumstances of the case, in order to enable him to report upon the 
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would an accountant know about the depreciation-fund, or what was neces- 
nary to keep a gas-works in working order? He might tell what the 
figures were—— 

The Eart of Licurretp: The accountant would not have to give us any 
information as to whether the charges are legal or not. 

Mr. Morreram said that all an accountant would be able to do would be 
to examine the figures and receive proofs from the company that they were 
correct, but he would not go into the value of the concern; he was not the 
man for that, and if they were to have a man appointed at all he must be a 
man devoid of all local influence. His friend had said that he had sub- 
mitted to him (Mr. Motteram) two names, from whom he should think 
choice could be made; and he (Mr. Motteram) might say that he had given 
to his friend the names of two of the most eminent men in England, if not 
in the world, and he should think his friend might choose out of them. 

The Eart of Licnrietp: The only thing is the nomination of an ac- 
countant. Whom are we to appoint ? 

Mr. MorrerRAM: With great respect, I do not think there is any necessity 
for appointing any one. 

The Earu of LicuFietp said that at the last sessions the court were 
anxious, if possible, to save expense. They therefore said (having decided 
that an accountant should be appointed) that if the company could 
satisfy the petitioners they should be very glad indeed. Their object was 
that the matter should be arranged between them before the next sessions. 
It was for the company to satisfy the corporation, but in offering to supply 
information they attached certain conditions which would not apply to an 
} accountant appointed by the court. It appeared to him that they ought 
not to have attached any condition whatever, and he did not understand 
why any condition should have been attached. 

Mr. Morreram said he could not help thinking that the condition was a 
reasonable one. Any publication of the accounts, as far as necessary for 
the aps so of the Act, he said, let it be done, but the company had their 
views of the matter. One of the petitioners had been promoting a rival gas 
company, and the respondents in this case had their own feelings upon 
that; they thought the court ought not to be made an instrument for the 
| purpose of obtaining information for an opposition company. 

Some discussion ensued as to what kind of person was contemplated by 
the Act to examine the accounts, the words being “some accountant or 
other competent person.” 

The Earu of LicuFiExp said it contemplated something more than a 
mere accountant. 

Mr. Spooner thought it meant “ one or other.” 

Mr. Morreram said that if the expense were to be borne by the company 
let them have the very best kind of man in the world to do the work; not 
& mere accountant, who would only go through the books, check the 
vouchers, and cast up the sums, but a man who could ascertain “the real 
state of the concern of the undertakers.” 

Mr. Hitt observed that they must guard themselves against having an 
engineer, however eminent, connected with gas companies; they did not 
wish to have such a person sent to report, because they knew what his 
views on the matter were. 

The CHarrMAN asked for the names suggested. 

Mr. MorrerRAM mentioned Mr. Thomas Hawksley and Mr. Barlow, of 
London; and Mr. Hill, Mr. E. Carter, and Mr. Houghton, of Birmingham. 

Mr. Hitt said Mr. Hawksley was an eminent gas engineer and Mr. Barlow 
the editor of the gas paper, and rather objected to them, saying that if they 
were to have a gas engineer Mr. Hughes would be a very proper man. 

Mr. Morreram objected to Mr. Carter and Mr, Houghton on the ground 
of their being simply accountants, adding that if they were to have an ac- 
countant he would prefer Mr, Laundy to the two gentlemen named. 

Mr. Hiv suggested that the appointment should be left entirely in the 
hands of his lordship, and that he should take a few days to make inquiries. 
Mr. Morrerao urged that the appointment should be made at once. 

The Eart of LicHFiewp observed that Mr. Hawksley seemed to be a very 
proper person for the office. 

Mr. Hix said the gas company had been in correspondence with Mr. 
Hawksley, and that Mr. Manby had in his hand a letter signed by that 
gentleman. 

The document was handed up to the court, and the chairman said there 
was nothing in it. Mr. Hill suggested the name of Mr. Bateman, but the 
court appointed Mr. Hawksley. He is to be instructed to report, if possible, 
at the next quarter sessions. 








Miscellaneous News. 


é EUROPEAN GAS COMPANY. 
The Extraordinary Half-Yearly General Meeting of this Company was 
held at the Offices, No. 4, Frederick’s Place, Old Jewry, on Wednesday, Feb. 19 
—SHEFFIELD NEAvE, Esq., in the chair. 
The Secretary (Mr. H. M‘L. Backler) having read the notice convening 
the present meeting and the minutes of the last extraordinary meeting, 
— were unanimously confirmed, the report of the directors was pre- 
sented :— 
Your directors have the pleasure to report that, notwithstanding the stagnation 
of trade in France, the business of the company has continued to improve; and they 
have reason to believe that, when the accounts are made up to the usual period, on 
the 3lst of March next, the aggregate returns will be found satisfactory. 
Amiens.—Increase of lights, 451. This being a manufacturing town, it has suf- 
fered to a large extent from the reduced demand for goods produced here. There 
has been very little additional rental from private consumers, and no occasion has 
yet arisen for the use of the new retort-house and chimney, which were completed 
inthe autumn. The storeage for gas having been insufficient for some time past, 
a contract has been entered into for telescoping the small gasholder, as referred to 
in the last report. 
Boulogne.—Increase of lights, 950. The season at this favourite place of resort 
proved very successful, and the town may be considered as enjoying a greater 
amount of prosperity than for many years past. It will be necessary to provide an 
additional gasholder without delay, and arrangements have been made for placing 
one in the large tank already constructed for that purpose. 
Caen.—Increase of lights, 318. This station remains in the same condition as 
when the last report was issued, and theJconsumption of gas has not, so far, much 
exceeded that of the previous year. 
_ Havre and Ste. Adresse.—Increase of lights, 1103. The business of the company 
in this town continues to increase steadily. The International Maritime Exhibi- 
tion, which is to take place here in the course of the present year, is expected to 
attract a large number of visitors, and the interests of this company will doubtless 
be benefited thereby. The new gasholder alluded to in previous reports has been 
jin action throughout the winter. 
Nantes and Suburban Districts.—Increase of lights, 1888. The progress made at 
this station has been fully confirmatory of the anticipations expressed by your 
directors in former reports. They look forward to still further improvement. A 








true state and condition of the concerns of the company, because what 


the effect of animating at night a quarter of the town where gas had not previously 
been largely used. Under these favourable ‘circumstances, your directors consider 
it indispensable to telescope one of the large gasholders, in time for next winter. 
In order to provide sufficient coal stowage for the proper working of this station, 
and thereby to effect a considerable saving in the cost of coals, your directors have 
availed themselves of a favourable opportunity to purchase an adjoining property, 
the expense of which will be met by instalments to be spread over several years. 

, Sotteville, and Suburban Districts.—Increase of lights, 1367. Theadvan- 
tage derived from the opening of a new railway terminus in one of the poorest dis- 


have been counterbalanced in effect by partial suspension of work in the many fac- 
tories lighted by this company, and on the prosperity of which the welfare of the 
station fs mainly dependent. There have, however, been symptoms of improve- 
ment quite recently, and it _— be hoped that the results of the financial year at 
this station will not be altogether unsatisfactory. The large additional gasholder 
was put into operation last autumn, and has been the means of effecting some 
economy in the number of retorts fired, and, consequently, in the cost of production 
of gas. 

Senmory tase of lights, 6077. The rate of this increase is 54 per cent., and 
is nearly approached by the additional aggregate gas-rental of the nine months, 
compared with the corresponding period of the previous year. 

The past year was one of unusual depression in the commercial affairs of France, 
and, had the business of this company suffered some falling off, it would have been 
a subject for regret rather than surprise; but that considerable progress should 

ve m made, notwithstanding all the drawbacks of so trying a period, is a 
matter on which your directors feel that they may safely offer you their congratu- 
lations, the more especially that any revival of trade will at once and to a great 
extent beneficially affect the interests of the ome ; r 

A large reduction is already ensured in the cost of coals and freights during the 

ear 1868. 
7 The 6 per cent. debentures, to the amount of £14,800, which fell due on the Ist 
of January, have all been renewed or replaced at the rate of 5} per cent. It will be 
desirable to issue a further limited amount of such bonds, in order to cover outlay. 


shareholders on the 31st of January last. 


The CHARMAN: Gentlemen, I can add little to the report, because I can- 
not verify it by figures, this not being the period of the year in which we 
make up our accounts ; but I believe it to be a true and correct report, and 
that it gives you a faithful representation of the position of affairs at the 
various stations of the company. You will perceive that here and there our 
progress has been chequered—at some of the stations we have not been so 
prosperous as at others—but, taken as a whole, we may safely say that the 
company has made a satisfactory advance during the half year. Your direc- 
tors think they have good ground for expecting that when they come to the 
end of the financial year, in the summer, they will be able to show it dis- 
tinctly to have been a prosperous and successful year. I do not know that 
there is any peculiarity in the report that requires notice from me. 

Mr. THompson: May I ask whether I understood correctly that you are 
borrowing money on debentures at 5} per cent. ? 

The Cuarmman: Yes. With regard to these bonds, it will be in the 
recollection of the proprietors that they were originally issued at 6 per cent. 
Those referred to in the report are debentures which came due about the 
beginning of January, and the good opinion which people have of this com- 
pany—an opinion, I think, which is fully justified by the circumstances re- 
so that we have been enabled to renew them at 5} per cent. Of course that 
is an advantage to the company. 

Mr. Tuomrson: We seem to be paying a highjrate of interest still, con- 
sidering the present state of the money market. 

The Cuarnman: We must not take the present state of the money market, 
but its condition at the time the bonds were renewed. 

Mr, THompson: Were they renewed last year? 

The CHarmMan: On the Ist of January this year, and some little time 
previous to that—in fact, throughout the autumn of last year and up to the 
lst of January. I think, looking at the fact that many companies, having 
equally good andsufficient security to offer, have taken up money at larger rates, 
we could hardly expect at that period to do better. Our bonds are for various 
—— of years, and I have no doubt as others become due we shall be able to 

o still better. But, for the moment, each renewal of loan must be at the 
current price of the day. 

Mr. 1cHT: The honourable proprietor (Mr. Thompson) made the 
remark that 5} per cent. was rather a high rate for money at the present 
time. I have no doubt he said so because there is now a pletbora of money 
looking about for investment. But he seems to forget that notwithstanding 
the abundance of money the public generally have lost their confidence in 


which even good undertakings have to pay. 

A Proprietor: I do not think you could have induced the public to come 
forward if you had offered a lower rate of interest. 

The CHAtRMAN: The matter was well considered, and I think has turned 
out well. We have every reason to be satisfied. 


lay out a sum of money at Nantes. Do you propose to borrow money for the 
weapons, or is the expenditure to come out of the general funds? 
r. WuITE: You refer to the purchase of property ? 


the shorter terms which are anticipated. 

A Proprietor: The best plan would be to makeacall. I think when 
money is so cheap you ought not to be borrowing at 54 per cent. | 
The CHARMAN: If we were to issue shares for the amount we must pay 
10 per cent. to the shareholders, and the difference is between that onl 5} 
rcent. Now, as I have repeatedly stated here, the directors consider they 
ave done a very good financial operation in borrowing money as they have 
done upon debentures. They had the option of doing either the one or the 
other, and by the course they have taken they have saved the company the 

difference between 54 and 10 per cent. 

Mr. Knicut: Are the bonds for a uniform length of time ? 

The CHArnMAN: No; the periods vary. 

The Secretary: The minimum is five years. | 
Mr. Knicut: That makes very pertinent the observations of an honour- 
able proprietor on my right, that you must not take the price of money at 
the present time, but during the five years, and spread it over the whole 
period. But the chairman has met the question — by saying that if 
you can borrow at 5} per cent. and make 10 it is a good financial operation. | 
Mr. Tuompson: The only reason why I made the remark was, that I have 
a great aversion to borrowing money at more than 5 per cent. 

The CHatRMAN: With that aversion, I think our policy of making you | 
pay only 5} instead of 10 will meet your approval. 

Dr. ALDRED: It is very gratifying to us to receive such a report as has} 
been presented to day, and to find, amongst other things, that a town like 
Boulogne—which is hardly to be considered a commercial town, but rather a 
fashionable place for the season—has been so productive to the com- 
pany. It would appear from this that commercial towns are not always 








new theatre, constructed during the year, was opened at Christmas, and will have 





the most desirable to select for our operations; and I should like to ask t e| 











tricts here, and the large addition of lights which has consequently taken place, | 


The usual interim dividend of 4 per cent. was paid by warrants, forwarded to the | 


ported to you—has induced them to be content with a lower rate of interest, | 


joint-stock enterprises—a fact which will account for the very large interest 


A Proprietor: There is a statement in the report that it is proposed to 


The CuarRMAN: We shall probably come to you for some debentures upon | 
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directors whether they have ever entertained the idea of lighting a town 
upon the coast which is likely to become of some importance as a place of 
resort—the town of Trouville, When I was there, I specially observed that 
it was most horribly lighted; and I found many persons were. expressing a 
hope that, at some time or other, an English company would take the matter 
up, and light the place properly on the same principle as that in operation at 
Boulogne. It occurs, therefore, to me that the question might be worthy of 
the consideration of the directors, whether Trouville should not be absorbed 
in the sphere of this company’s operations, seeing that we are already light- 
ing a district not many miles from the place. 

ie CHATRMAN : I do not know that I should select Trouville as the best 
town to go to if we had plenty of capital to deal with. An extension of this 
kind would involve the raising of new capital altogether, and, unless the 
prospect was something very tempting, I do not think the board would desire 
to come before the shareholders with such a proposal. 

Dr, ALDRED: There is a great wish on the part of the inhabitants for a 
better supply of light, and where there is a demand for a commodity, that, I 
should think, was the right market to go to. 

The CHAIRMAN: We always keep our eyes open to see what is likely to 
offer us advantages, but hitherto we have been desirous to keep within 
bounds, and to do that well for which we have the means. We have no wish 
to — Boulogne is an international town, whereas Trouville is essen- 

- a French town. I now move that the report be received and adopted. 

. Fawcett seconded the motion, which was put and carried. unani- 
mously. 

On the motion of Mr, Kniaut, seconded by Dr. ALDRED, a cordial vote of 
thanks was presented to the chairman and directors. 

The CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, in the name of my colleagues and myself, 
I beg to return you our sincere and heartfelt thanks for this expression of the 
confidence you repose in us. I hope we shall continue to deserve it, and I can 
only assure you, on their part and my own, that if we do not it shall not be 
from want of energy in the management of your affairs. 

A vote of thanks was then given to the secretary, and, Mr. Backler having 
suitably replied, the proceedjngs terminated. 





CITY OF MOSCOW GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders in this Company 
was held at the Terminus Hotel, Cannon Street, in the City of London, on 
Friday, Feb. 21, for the purpose of receiving from the directors a report upon 
the present position of the company—H. Wottaston BLAkge, Esq., F.R.S., 
in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. H. C. Wiss) having read the advertisement con- 
vening the meeting, the following report was presented, and taken as read:— 


The directors submit to the shareholders the following report, giving an account 
of the operations of the company for the period which has elapsed since the general 
meeting held at the end of April last. 

The laying of mains in various parts of Moscow, and the construction of the 
works, were vigorously prosecuted throughout the summer, and all the works, as 
originally contemplated, have, with some trifling exceptions, been completed. The 
city of Moscow is now furnished with gas-works of the most perfect character, 
capable of producing all the gas that can be required for many years to come, and 
fully equal to the supply of 120,000 lights. 

It is gratifying thus to be able to announce that, within three years from the 
signing of the contract in May, 1865, all the works have been executed, and the 
conditions imposed by the terms of the concession have been carried out. 

The principal features of this great undertaking consist of a retort-house 700 feet 
long by 135 feet in breadth, coal and coke stores, purifying-houses, four large gas- 
holders, each 110 feet diameter and 50 feet high, placed under substantial buildings 
to protect them from the cold, houses for the foremen employed in the works, 
workshops, stores for meters and other apparatus, offices, &c. 

According to the last returns received from the manager at Moscow, the actual 
number of private lights which the company is now supplying amount to 23,092, and 
the public lights number 3083, In addition to the lights actually in operation, the 
eompany has made the necessary connexions with the mains for 2890 more private 
burners, but for which theinternal fittings are not yet fully completed by the owners; 
and proposals have been accepted for 5406 more lights, which will be fitted up as 
soon as the season permits. Orders have also been received to fit up a portion of 
the Kremlin, and negotiations for lighting the theatre, many of the large factories, 
the Foundling ee and public buildings, are being actively carried on. It has 
been ascertained that there are 604 factories in Moscow, all of which, it may be 
assumed, will sooner or later take gas; of these the company now only supplies 19, 
representing on an average 66 lights each. There are likewise 406 traiteurs, or 
houses for refreshment or entertainment, of which the company as yet only supply 
65, representing 3388 lights, or an average of 52 lights each. From these two 
sources alone a certainty exists of a very large addition to the number of consumers 
and to the lights which of necessity will be required. 

The progress which has been made by the company, during the first twelve months 
of its operation, towards the establishment of a large business, will, the directors 
believe, compare favourably with the experience of similar enterprises in any other 
city of Europe; although the consumption of gas has not hitherto extended so 
rapidly as the directors had been encouraged, at an earlier period, to calculate on, 
by the official returns of a former agent in Moscow. That gentleman had been ap- 
pointed by the board, on ther lation of the cor ionaires, with the special 
duty of soliciting orders for lights; and his reports, and lists of subscribing con- 
sumers, with their names and addresses (which are now in the London office of the 
company), show to September, 1866, applications for 74,000 burners. The directors, 
finding there were grounds for questioning the accuracy of these returns, so far as 
regards their immediate realization, and being dissatisfied with the arrangements 
proposed by the agent regarding fittings, terminated his engagement with the 
company. 

The liabilities of the company (exclusive of debentures bearing 8 per cent. interest, 
which have been issued to the extent of £101,120), will, so far as the directors, after 
the strictest investigation, have been able to calculate, amount, on the 30th of June 
next, to a sum not exceeding £310,000. This amount includes all the sums lent to 
the company on temporary loans, with interest thereon, to that date, the balances 
still due to the contractors, the current interest on the 8 per cent. debentures, and 
all proper claims whatever against the company. 

If this sum can be obtained, the company will be free from all liability, except in 
respect of the existing debenture debt, and the interest on the sum to be raised ; so 
that the shareholders may expect to come into the receipt of dividends at once. 
The directors have had careful estimates prepared both by their general manager at 
Moscow and by a special agent sent to Russia for the purpose. The general result 
may be stated as follows:—That, from the 30th of June next, the company will, for 
the next three years, be in possession of an income averaging £65,000 a year, the 
profits from the sale of gas during that period being supplemented by the sale 
annually of the fittings and surplus stores belonging to the company. After the 
three years have expired—that is, after June, 1871—the number of lights in opera- 
tion will, it is estimated,.amount to 80,000 (only two-thirds of the number for which, 
under the directions of the municipality, the works of the company have been con- 
structed); and the income of the company available for dividend on the share 
capital after 1871 will, it may be expected, be largely increased. 

The directors propose to raise the sum necessary for paying off the liabilities of 
the company by creating redeemable bonds, bearing 8 per cent. interest, to be issued 
| at 90 per cent., and to be paid off, by annual drawings, at par, within 30 years. The 
interest on those bonds, together with the necessary sinking-fund, will amount to 
about £29,500 a year, and to this must be added the interest on the present deben- 
tures. But the directors propose to create a sufficient amount of new bonds to 
allow the present debenture holders to convert their holdings into the new issue, on 
the basis of the debenture given in exchange being treated as cash. The interest 
and sinking-fund on this further sum will (if all the holders of existing debentures 











exercise the option of converting) amount to £9500 a year, and then the pecuniary 
fixed charge against revenue for interest and sinking-fund will be £39,000 a year. 
Thus the shareholders will, it is believed, receive, on the average of the next three 
years, a dividend of £4 per cent. ; and after that time, when the enterprise shall be- 
come more fully established, they may look forward to dividends rapidly and per- 
manently increasing. 

The directors take this opportunity of calling the attention of shareholders to the 
provisions of an Act passed last year, which authorizes the issue of shares to bearer. 
‘Lhere is no doubt that in oe | — there is a convenience in having a security 
transferable from hand to hand without any deed of transfer, and the board propose 
to submit resolutions to the next meeting, which will be permissive in their cha- 
racter, enabling such proprietors as choose to avail themselves of the provisions of 
the Act to do so, leaving others who prefer the existing mode of holding and trans- 
ferring shares to retain their present position. 

The CHArRMAN: Gentlemen, the report, with your consent, having been 
taken as read, I will now proceed to make such observations as appear to me 
necessary to explain the past transactions and operations of the company, 
and to place clearly before the shareholders its present exact position, co that 
oF may be able to form a correct opinion of the value of their,property, 
and of the propriety and advisability of carrying into effect the proposition 
made in the report for the solution of the existing difficulties. The first 
question which I should expect to be asked, and to which you would natu- 
rally expect a reply, is, how it is that the company require so large a sum 
as £300,000, and why the representations now made are so different from 
those promulgated by the board some twelve or eighteen months ago. In 
order to make my reply to this hypothetical question intelligible, it will be 
necessary to refer briefly to the earlier periods of the company’s existence. 
The original capital which it was estimated would be required was repre- 
sented by 35,000 shares of £25 each, amounting in the whole to £875,000. 
In addition to that, powers were taken for borrowing upon debentures, and it 
was always anticipated and calculated that to provide the necessary working 
capital, which is represented in the coals, fittings, and debts due for gas and 
freight, and many other expenses, we should have to obtain a loan on deben- 
tures, averaging in amount from £100,000 to £150,000. Those were the 
original estimates at the first formation of the company, and the total sum, 
it was then conceived, that would be expended before the whole of the works 
were completed and in operation would amount to £1,025,000. It has been 
stated on previous occasions, at the two or three meetings which the share- 
holders have already had, that 25,000 shares only were allotted, and that 10,000 
remained unissued. The total amount which has been actually received 
upon the 25,000 shares allotted amounts to £604,000. There are in all 565 
shares which have been forfeited and not reissued, and the total loss, there- 
fore, from arrears of calls, and from the result of having forfeited a consider- 
able number of shares, amounts in all to about £6000, which, upon the large 
sum of £604,000, cannot be considered a very large amount, looking at the 
times through which the company has passed in the last few years. To dimi- 
nish this, however, I may mention that there are still £2000 arrears of calls, 
a part of which is still good. We have, therefore, actually received, in round 
numbers, £605,000 on shares, and £101,000 on debentures, making £706,000. 
The amount now required to pay off all existing loans, to pay off the contractors, 
and to free the company entirely, will not exceed, as stated in the report, 
£300,000 or £310,000. These sums added together make a total of £1,015,000, 
which is practically as nearly as possible the same sum as was contemplated 
at the formation of the company. The sum of £310,000 now required is not 
in excess of the original estimate, but is in replacement of the share capital, 
which it was impossible to issue. Now, a large portion of this capital must 
of necessity remain for perhaps two or three years to a great extent unpro- 
ductive, and this arises from several causes. In the first place, I may state 
that the great and principal cause of all is, that the municipality of Moscow 
required and insisted, and made it a condition of the concession, that the 
whole of the works, on the grandest possible scale, should be completed at 
once; that the whole of the canalization of the entire city should be com- 
pleted at once—whereas, of course, it would have been preferable in many 
ways to have begun with moderate works capable of extension. But the 
condition of the concession, which was absolutely insisted upon by the muni- 
cipality, was, that these works should be made capable of supplying 120,000 
lights at once; in fact, rather more—140,000 lights. In many respects this 
condition is a good augury for the future; but in the beginning of the con- 
cern the works were certainly larger than was ae for the immediate 
demands. Then again, the amount which the ——— ave sent out, repre= 
sented by coals and fittings, as it has turmed out, has been very much larger 
than was necessary in the first instance. Why so large an amount of coals 
was sent out, and why so large an amount of fittings, represented by the 
amount stated in the accounts to the end of 1866, were forwarded, requires 
explanation. I will-now point out to you what the position of the board was 
at the end of 1865 and the beginning of 1866 with reference to its informa- 
tion upon these subjects. A French gentleman, M. Desmond, was appointed 
by the directors, on the advice of one of the concessionaires, to hold the place 
of what was called inspector-general, his special duty being to obtain orders 
for lights and to make arrangements for the fitting up of the houses, and to 
make arrangements also for the distribution of gas. Towards the close of 
1865 M. Desmond made a voluminous report to the board, detailing the 
various arrangements which he had made and the prospect of lights to be 
obtained. It is avery long report, which I am not going to trouble you by 
reading. But the main result was, that the board felt anys | satisfied that 
towards the close of 1866 there would be not less than 100,000 lights ordered. 
This was in December, 1865. In April, 1866, M. Desmond forwarded another 
report, and to show the view which he took, and the views with which he 
impressed the board, I will just read one or two sentences from that 
report. (The chairman read an extract from M. Desmond’s report, to the 
effect that the course which he had traced out in his previous report had 
been exactly followed out, and that his hopes had been surpassed to such a 
degree that he believed the works then in course of construction would not 
be equal to supply the demand; that in 90 days the number of lights applied 
for reached 40,000, although the public had scarcely seen the commencement 
of the canalization. In support of his assertions he begged to hand to the 

board a summary of the subscriptions entered into, from which, by the aid 
of maps and plans, it would be easy to convince themselves that the company 
had subscribers in every part of the city, and that the use of gas would 
spread extensively. The report stated that the 40,000 lights subscribed for 
were exclusive of the great Government establishments, the Kremlin, the 
Foundling Hospital, and other public buildings. These would all require 
lighting, although they had not then been subscribed for. It was quite evi- 
dent to him—M. Desmond stated—that the consumption of gas at Moscow 
would be more than double that of St. Petersburg, where the two gas compa- 
nies had obtained 70,000 lights. The arrangements for putting up gas- 


fittings in private houses had been made with a view to the interests of the 
consumers and the profit of the company. An experienced engineer had 
undertaken to fit up 50,000 lights by the lst of September following ; he had 
given security for the performance of his engagement, and had established 


seven workshops with 45 fitters in each in various parts of the city. 
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|| short,” M. Desmond continued, ‘* you may assure the board that everything 
goes on well, and that no foreign enterprise in Russia ever had such success 
as they have.”) That was the report from M. Desmond, in whom, at that 
time, we placed implicit confidence, and upon whose advice we of course 
acted. It was upon these data that the board had to act, and upon these they 
made their caleulations, in the first place, with reference to the coals. There 
seemed a certainty of something like 80,000 lights, and as the whole of the 
coals have to be shipped in three or four months for the whole year’s con- 
sumption, and as at St. Petersburg the amount per light averages rather 
more than half a ton, it was conceived that the board would not be safe 
unless they sent out 40,000 or 45,000 tons, otherwise there might be a stop- 
page of the general lighting and great confusion. They did not, however, 
order all that at once. They began in May, and ordered 25,000 tons. As 
month after month passed we received further reports from M. Desmond, with 
lists of new consumers obtained, and when we came to July the total of those 
lists represented 74,000 lights. ‘Then it was considered that 25,000 tons was ob- 
viously too small a quantity of coals, and 15,000 tons more were ordered in July. 
Subsequently, on further reports in the same strain being received, 10,000 
tons more were ordered at the last moment to save the season. That is the 
explanation of the grounds upon which this quantity of coal was sent out. 
With reference to fittings, a large amount was sent out, but none were sent 
except upon the direct representation of M. Desmond and those employed 
by him. They sent us most minute accounts of the quantity of Pipes, 
branches, and fittings that would be required, and we sent in many cases less 
than they demanded ; but every week we insisted upon their going off by 
steamer and other conveyance, 80 as to be ready for the opening. The opening 
was considered to be ready by September, 1866, but really the contractors 
had not finished until the end of the year, or until January, 1867. That, 
gentlemen, is the explanation why these coals and fittings were sent out; it 
was done upon the distinct representations and requisitions of the agent ap- 
pointed for that purpose. And it was ‘under the influence of these reports’ 
not only that these fittings and coals were sent out, but that all the reports 
were made to the shareholders, and upon which all my statements in April 
and November, 1866, and in the early part of 1867 were based. They were 
the only data which we had, and we firmly believed that the hopes and ex- 
pectations thus held out would be realized. I may mention that, as the 
season for shipment is limited, there was no alternative but to send in . 4 
tember before the opening of the works. It had been hoped that in the 
course of 1866 an opportunity might occur to get out the unissued shares, 
and of disposing of a considerable portion of the debentures of the company. 
I may here mention, too, that the amount of coal and fittings sent out was 
very large. The coals came to £45,000; the meters cost £10,000; and the 
total quantity of fittings forwarded to Moscow, based upon the number of 
lights expected, came to £80,000. Towards the close of 1866 the directors 
endeavoured to get out a certain portion of the debentures. It was impos- 
sible at that period, owing to the state of the money market, to think of 
issuing shares, and only a certain portion of the debentures were taken. It 
was then the directors first felt the effect of embarrassment with reference to 
the means of meeting their liabilities. The question then presented itself to 
them as to what course they should pursue. On the one hand there was the 
alternative of stopping the works, and it is well to reflect what that means. 
We were on the point, as it appeared, of grasping at once an enormous trade in 
the supply of all these lights; on the other hand, if the works were not com- 
pleted the caution-money, amounting to £52,000, was jeopardized. The transfer 


of the concession also to the company when 2000 lights were lighted, which was 
one of the conditions we were under, was more or less jeopardized. In short, it 
just amounted to this, that to stop the works, after the amount of coals and 
fittings had been sent out, was to make, in the first place, an absolute lock-up 
of all that property, and to destroy the prospects of the company. The only 


salvation, under the circumstances, was to borrow the necessary funds to 
meet the liabilities at the moment and to complete the works. That being the 
alternative, the directors did not hesitate to accept it, and to make such arrange- 
ments as they could to borrow the necessary funds. With that view they applied, 
amongst others, to the International Financial Company, with whom an ar- 
rangement was made. It was an absolute necessity; and although the terms 
were doubtless onerous, it was not too much to pay, looking at the results, 
and the consequences of not procuring the funds, which would have been 
fatal to the company. Then I may mention that the loan was conceived to 
be only a temporary one, not lasting more than three or six months, because 
the vast amounts represented in coals and fittings were expected to be 
realized in six months, and the caution-money also would be shortly returned, 
so that the whole or the greater portion of the debt was expected to be paid 
off in that time. The loan having been made, in the first place, only tempo- 
rarily, for three or six months, the qoetin of terms was not of such great 
importance. Now we come to the close of 1866 and the early part of 1867, 
when the first fires were lighted in the retorts. The arrangements with M. 
Desmond, who had been our inspector, rendered him independent of the 
general manager until the works were opened. In the spring of 1867 he 
came under the control of that officer. He, in the first place, wished to be 
wholly independent of him. That, of course, could not be permitted, and it 
was then found out that a vast quantity of the hopes he had held out were 
not realized. The 50,000 lights which he stated were contracted for, to be 
ready by the lst of September, were not done, and the various persons em- 
a ae as fitters failed to carry out their contract. The arrangements to 

ave six or seven workshops in different parts of the city, with 45 workmen 
in each, were found to be a delusion. It was, therefore, impossible 
to retain the services of that person. Investigations were made in the 
summer of last year with reference to the returns made to the office, and it 
was found that perhaps he had put down to some people a greater number of 
lights than they intended to take, and that others who did intend to take 
gas would not take it at the moment, The result was that the accuracy of 
his returns, with regard to their immediate realization, was first called in 
ae in the early part of the summer of last year. It so happens that 
rom subsequent investigations it does not appear that we shall not obtain all 
the lights mentioned, but we shall not obtain them at the rate that was 
anticipated, and there is the difficulty under which we have laboured. We 
have made provision for an enormous immediate supply, whereas it is quite 
clear it may take two or three years to obtain the amount we anticipated. 


Some object on the score of expense; there is a difficulty in obtaining the | 


lighting of the public buildings from the necessity of making an appeal to 
St. Petersburg, and the making up a budget; so that, from one cause or 
another, the total number mentioned in the report falls, of course, immensely 
short of that mentioned in the original prospectus. The total number of 

vate burners actually lighted, as mentioned in the report before you, is 

092, and of public lights 3083. From letters we have received subsequent 
to the drawing up of the report, it appears that the present total number is 
24,000. ere are also 2500 which are fitting, only some people wish to 
keep to the use of petroleum a little longer, and others do. not like to go to 
the expense of chandeliers. Besides that, from a careful verification and 
estimates, there is no doubt we shall, in the course of the year, have a very 


large increase. The total number expected is 30,000, but if we get 25,000, 
judging from the experience of the past, we shall be satisfied. Now, having 
this large quantity of fittings on hand, and finding that the arrangements 
made for fitting up the houses by M. Desmond were anything but satisfactory 
—in short, had fallen through—it was necessary to make more efficient ones 
last year, and a large firm, Mesars. Redinger and Co., who had fitted upSt. Peters- 
burg, and had large establishments at Augsburg and other places, were prepared 
to go to Moscow. They have taken off the hands of the company and pur- 
chased the whole of the fittings we sent out, at a profit. Therefore, although 
the amount locked up was considerable, there not only will be no loss, but a 
profit upon the sale of the fittings. These arrangements we consider are 
satisfactory. Messrs. Redinger will pay for these fittings in the course of 
this year and probably next, and proceed to fit up the various houses, and are, 
in fact, doing the work satisfactorily. I think, gentlemen, the observations 
I have now made have explained how matters stand, and it is the explana- 
tion I have to offer with reference to the questions I first proposed. The 
result, of course, of having fewer lights, of not realizing the fittings, and of 
not turning the quantity of coals into gas as we anticipated, has prevented 
the repayment of the debt to the International Financial Company and to 
others, and therefore, for this purpose, it is ee ee | to issue debentures to 
pay off those amounts and to free the company from liabilities. Now I have 
explained to you what I may call the gloomy side of the picture and the dis- 
appointing side; but it has been said there is no cloud so dark but it hasa 
silver fringe to it, and I will now turn for a moment to the advantages, and 
to the value of the property which this company possesses. In the first 
place, the concession in itself, which practically lasts for 40 years, is one of 
the most valuable which has been given on the Continent. We have the 
exclusive right of lighting the whole of the city of Moscow—a city as big 
nearly as Liverpool—for that period, at a price which is only limited by that 
which it is deemed advisable to charge. We may charge five roubles; we 
are charging four, and it may be desirable, especially for large consumers, to 
reduce the price below that, to obtain them. This, of course, is a most valu- 
able property in itself. Then, again, as regards the prospects of the com- 
ny We have, including the public lamps, at this moment, fitted up about 
30,000 lights, and we know of a large number to be fitted up next summer, 
Then there is the theatre itself, which has hitherto had a contract with the 
Portable Gas Company ; they are now wishing to come to us. That will be 
6000 lights more. ‘he factories are very large in number, and but very few 
have as yet taken gas. Perhaps, with these large consumers, it may be de- 
sirable to take them at a lower price than we do the small consumers. In 
the course of this year, with a view to satisfy themselves as to the value of 
the property, the International Financial Company thought it necessary to 
send out an independent person to make a valuation. That he has done, and 
it is exceedingly satisfactory, and shows that though the immediate realiza- 
tion of our hopes is deferred beyond the time we thought, it is sure to come. 
He has made an accurate account and estimate of the probable income of the 
company during the next two or three years, and the result of those calcula- 
tions, which have been gone through by our own general manager, appears 
to indicate, taking it on the safest side, that we shall have an income, reckon- 
ing from the 30th of June next, for the next three years ptr | £65,000 
a year, partly arising from the profits on the gas supplied and partly on the 
realization and sale of the fittings. 

A Proprietor: Net income? 

The Cuarrman: Yes. 

A Proprietor: After all expenses are deducted ? 

The CuarnmMan: After everything is deducted, but including, as I men- 
tioned before, the profit from the fittings sent out and the partial realization 
of the fittings. 

A PROPRIETOR : That is embracing the expenses of carrying on the opera- 
tions? 

The Cuarrman: Yes; embracing everything. I may mention, that in 
this calculation coals are taken at the highest price now paying, which is 
about 50s. per ton. The original calculation was that the cost of coal would not 
exceed 40s. per ton in Moscow; and it is expected now, though things do 
not go on so quickly in Russia as we desire, that the new tariff about to be 
adopted for transit by rail will bring it down to that amount. Then, again, 
with regard to coke, it is well known, in all gas companies, that at the out- 
set there is a great difficulty in getting a market for this product, though, 
after a short time, it may be procured. With respect to Moscow, various 
steps have been taken in the matter, and our manager has practically dis- 
posed of the whole stock of coke, amounting to 500,000 poods, and the price, 
though low at first, is on the point of being raised. The actual price realized, 
with a deduction for commission, amounts to 34s. or 35s. per ton. The 
original calculation was 40s., and the manager says he feels no doubt, in the 
course of next winter, that price will be realized, or something more. However, 
all the calculations have been based on the higher price of coal and a lower 
price of coke than we have now obtained by ls. or 2s. per ton. The price of 
gas has been taken at four roubles, which at the present exchange of 32d., is 
about 10s. or 103. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet; but I have very little donbt it 
will be the policy of the company somewhat to reduce the price, because, 
with the large consumers, the point is wavering whether they shall con- 
tinue to use petroleum or light with gas. 

A Proprietor: What do the public lamps pay ? 

The CuarrMANn: 14} roubles a year. 

Another Proprietor: Then they yield no profit? 

The Cuarnman: No. In fact, at the present high rate of carriage, there 
is some loss. But there is a large number of _— lights. 

a PROPRIETOR : Is the estimated income of £65,000 the profit on the sale 
of gas? 

The Cuarrman: No; it includes the profit on the gas and the profits on 
the fittings we shall have to put up, and the return of a portion of the money 
expended on the fittings themselves, which will then be all paid for by the 
money now proposed to be raised. At the end of three or four years the 
number of lights is estimated to range from 80,000 to 90,000, and any gen- 
tleman present who is conversant with gas matters will know that that 
represents a larger income than the £65,000, which we have estimated for 
the next three years. 

Mr. Hoyes: Excuse me, but, as regards the fittings, you will be taking 
the profit out of capital. 

The CuarmMan : I have said there will be the income from the gas itself, 
the profit on the fittings, and the return of a portion of the cost of the fit- 
tings, which will then have been paid for by the very money we now propose 
to raise. That will come in to help. 

A Proprietor: And you propose to divide that as dividend ? 

The Cuairman: The average number of lights is supposed to be 50,000, 
and what is estimated is that we shall realize £1 each per light. 

Another Proprietor: What proportion do the returns on the fittings 
bear to the £65,000? 

Another Proprietor: I think we had better let the chairman finish his 
remarks before we put questions. 
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The Cuatnman: Now, gentlemen, I may just mention that that is 
the result of the calculations with reference to the income from one source 
or another for the next two or three years, and there is no doubt that after 
that period the income will be considerably larger from the supply of gas; 
consequently, the security offered for the £300,000 of tree deben- 
tures, which involves an annual payment of £28,000, is abundant and ample. 
The raising of this sum of money, or a large proportion of it, is quite necessary 
and essential ; it is, 1 may say, the salvation of the company, for if nothing is 
done to pay off the creditors they will take the whole of the receipts, or they 
will resort to any other steps they may deem necessary. It is, therefore, of the 
utmost importance that there should be unity and determination on the part 
of everybody to carry through this operation to a successful issue, if they 
wish to preserve, in every way, the very valuable property we really 
pn think, gentlemen, I have now touched upon the main points 
proposed to myself in the first instance. I have pointed out the cause of 
our disappointment, and the reason why we held out in our report, and in the 
statements which I made on previous occasions when occupying this place, 
hopes which have not been realized. I have explained the cause of our 
sending out the quantity of coals and fittings, and I have pointed out what 
are the future prospects of the company, the income we expect to derive, 
and the security offered for the issue of these bonds; and having now told 
you a plain unvarnished tale as to the condition of the company, I will, in 
conclusion, make a few remarks which are persona’ to myself. I feel it is 
possible that many may say I have been too sanguine in believing the repre- 
sentations made by the agent as to the actual prospects of the company. I 
fear that some proprietors, disappointed that the expectations they had 
formed have not been completely realized, and therefore, smarting under 
natural irritation, may be disposed to visit upon me the consequences of any 
supposed shortcomings. I can, however, appeal to all who know me, and 
especially to my colleagues at the board, as to the amount of thought, labour, 
and care which I have constantly bestowed upon this company, and likewise 
as to my anxiety throughout to fulfil the duties which have devolved upon 
me to the best of my ability. I felt it was not right, when storms were 
threatening, to desert the ship, and while at the present moment I will not 
shrink, if called upon, from any amount of labour and responsibility, yet, on 
the other hand, should it be considered desirable by the shareholders or the 
board that the position which I now occupy as chairman would be more ably 
administered by any other gentleman, not only will I oppose no obstacle, but 
I will cheerfully co-operate in any arrangement which may be considered 
advantageous. All personal considerations whatever are with me subservient 
and secondary to the great object which I have always had in view, which 
is the success of this pm gins A and I feel quite sure that if the present diffi- 
culties (which I trust are only temporary) are surmounted, there is no reason 
whatever to doubt of the ultimate success of the undertaking. I will con- 
clude by formally moving the adoption of the report, and wait to hear any 
observations which gentlemen may have to make. 
Mr. Gipss (a director) seconded the adoption of the report, and in doing so 
said he desired to add a few remarks to those which had fallen from the 
chair. He was painfully conscious that the position of the company, as judged 
by the market value of the shares at the present moment, was not such as 
they could wish it to be. Judging from his own feelings, as one of the 
largest shareholders in the company, he could believe that many gentlemen 
had come to the meeting under considerable irritation and annoyance, and 
therefore he was glad to have an opportunity of saying a few words at the 
commencement of the proceedings, because he was persuaded that the 
ultimate result, «: affecting the company, depended very much upon the way 
in which the prc: “ietors determined to meet the existing difficulties. The 
one all important thing at the present time was that there should be unity 
of action amongst themselves. He was not an original director of the com- 
any, but joined the board a year ago, in company with Mr. Lambert and 
Air, Drake, to carry out the financial arrangements entered into, so as to 
enable the company to fulfil the conditions under which they received the 
concession, and to complete the works. From what he had heard from 
individual shareholders, there was considerable misunderstanding about those 
financial arrangements, which were made in the autumn of 1866—probably 
the worst year known with the borrowing half of the public. During the 
first 18 months of the company’s existence the works were pushed on with 
the utmost vigour, and it was thought that, when a certain portion of those 
works were completed, there would be no difficulty in issuing a given 
amount of debentures. But the monetary crisis burst upon the company at 
the weakest moment of its existence, when its capital was expended, and, 
owning to the rapidity with which the works had been carried on, they were 
least prepared to bear it. While the works were uncompleted the company’s 
interest in the concession was endangered, as it was contingent upun the 
completion of the works, The directors had to face no ordinary difficulties, 
and they were -ompelled to borrow upon the best terms which the circum- 
stances admitted. It had been suggested that, instead of borrowing, it would 
have been better for the directors to call upon the shareholders for the money, 
but he believed it would have been fatal to the company had they attempted 
to raise the £260,000 at 10 per cent. at that time. They were now wanting 
to raise £310,000 on completed works, which were the best possible security 
for the money. The fact that the crisis came upon the company precisely as 
it did would cost them £30,000, but that £30,000 represented the difference 
to them between annibilation then and existence now. The deed with the 
International Financial Company was executed in February last year, and 
the prospects then held out from Moscow were such that it was expected the 
advance would be only of a temporary character. In that same month Mr. 
Lambert, Mr. Drake, and himself entered the board, and with these circum- 
stances in their minds they framed the report presented to the shareholders in 
April last. The results then promised had been falsified to the extent that, 
instead of being realized in a few months, it would be three years before they 
were obtained. It had been suggested that the shareholders should appoint 8 
committee of investigation ; and if, in the opinion of the majority present, 
such a course was deemed advisable in the interests of the company, the 
directors would do nothing to oppose such a proposition. But for all 
practical purposes such a committee had been sitting for the last twelve 
months, which had gone most patiently into all the facts of the case, and 
from its constitution it had been able to inquire into the whole of the past 
history of the company. The result of that investigation had been com- 


|| municated to some 12 or 15 gentlemen, who figured on the company’s register 


for the largest number of shares, some of whom were, no doubt, present. It 
appeared to him that a few questions asked now in a spirit of fairness, and 
with a single-minded desire to elicit the truth, could be answered in such a 
way as to prove to the shareholders that theic affairs were in the hands of men 
in whom they could have full confidence. He suggested this in the interests 
of the shareholders; but, at the same time, he wished it to be distinctly 
understood that the directors were anxious for a full investigation, persuaded 
that the more the shareholders 4 ary into the matter the more perfectly 
would they be satisfied with what had been done for them by a few of their 











number. He again impressed upon the meeting the importance of unity of 





action and the absolute necessity of providing the whole or the greater part 
of the £300,000 by the 30th of June next. If the shareholders elected to 
support the concern, he believed that they had a sound property, and one 
which, in the course of a few years, would amply repay them for all the 
labours and anxieties they were now undergoing. 

Mr. Hoyes said when he received the report of the directors, asking for 
such a large sum of money as £300,000, he had no hesitation in coming to 
the conclusion that, before complying with the request, the shareholders 
would require a thorough explanation respecting the affairs of the company. 
What the chairman had just stated had not removed that feeling; but the 
very frank and handsome manner in which the chairman had stated his 
readiness to concur in any arrangement for the future had, he Son mas 
terially facilitated the course which it would be necessary to take. He (Mr. 
Hoyes) was not one to turn round in the day of distress and find fault with 
the chairman; indeed, he thought the gentlemen associated with him on the 
board were as much to blame as he was. He trusted that any changes which 
might take place would be made in sufficient time to preserve the interests of 
the shareholders. One of the original errors committed -by the directors was | 
in the allocation of the shares of the company. hy! were not the whole: |) 
allocated? An honourable proprietor had informed him that he had ap- 
plied for 100 shares, and only got 50. Then a far graver error was com- 
mitted by the board. With ordinary care and management they ought never 
to have been in such a position as to go to the International Financial Com- 
pony at all. Why did they not do as- other companies—such as the Berlin 

ater Company, which at one time was in a worse position than this com- 
pany? But what did the directors there do? They called the shareholders 
together, stated the circumstances of the case to them honestly and frankly, 
and applied for their assistance. ‘The result was that they issued a certain 
number of shares at one-half the nominal value, which carried them through 
their difficulties triumphantly, and those shares were now at a premium of 
40 per cent. upon their full value. He believed, if a similar course had been! 
taken here, it would have been attended with similar results. From the 
rumours which had reached him, he was led to fear that the terms upon| 
which the directors had borrowed from the International Financial Company 
were utterly ruinous. He did not mean to pry into the nature of the 
arrangements with that company; but, if the rumours abroad were true, 
those arrangements were not such as the shareholders had a right to expect 
from gentlemen of the good sense and of the honourable position which the 
directors held in the City of London. He was not competent, nor did he in- 
tend to enter upon any discussion of what had been done in the city of 
Moscow, but he confessed he could not understand why the directors came to 
the conclusion that all Moscow was to be in a blaze of light simultaneously. 
Every one who knew anything about the progress of gas lighting knew that 
these things must be gradual, and therefore to provide an enormous staff and 
an extensive establishment for an anticipated brilliant illumination at once | 
was throwing the shareholders money to the dogs. Had the directors, when |} 
they first saw that their original capital was not sufficient for the work im 
hand, called the shareholders together, and frankly asked for more money, 
either by the issue of new shares at a discount or on debentures, the company 
would not have been in its present position. Another fault of the directors 
was the way in which they had treated their shareholders since this time 
last year. The shareholders were led to suppose that in the autumn of 1867 
they would be called together to have a clear explanation of how matters stood. 
Instead of that, although the price of shares fell in the market, and the com- 
pany’s debentures were offered at 40 per cent. discount, the directors were as 
silent as the grave ; and he did not even now know whether the meeting had 
quite got the right explanation, and whether, after all, it might not be that 
the creditors were putting pressure upon the board, to induce the share- 
holders to come forward. With regard to the future, he felt convinced the 
directors could not successfully appeal to the shareholders for more money: 
until there was a radical and thorough change in the board. There were 
gentlemen on the board who were in no way mixed up with these dis- 
asters—Mr. Drake and Mr. Gibbs—he did not desire them to go. At the 
same time he would take this opportunity of stating his entire disagreement 
from Mr. Gibbs as to the policy pursued on a recent occasion, in calling upon 
twelve large shareholders to consult with the directors. It was a hole-and- 
corner proceeding, which he did not approve. The state of the affairs of the 
company should have been laid before the entire body of shareholders, for 
the small shareholders had an equal right with the large ones to kuow the 
position they were in. But if those twelve gentlemen would now come for- 
ward, and distinctly give their assurance to the meeting that there should be 
a thorough and complete modification of the board, he thought the share- 
holders might safely encounter the full amount of liability. There was one 
other circumstance 4 would mention. There were rumours very rife in the 
City of London, which affected the character of the board in a very serious 
matter, and his only reason for alluding to them was that, if those rumours 
were true, they ought to be known in that room; and, if not, he thought he 
was doing these gentlemen great service in stating the charges against them, 
so that they might have the opportunity of denying them. One of the 
charges was that the chairman and the original members of the board were 
not qualified out of their own pockets to sit as directors at all. He hoped 
the chairman would be able to give that statement a most distinct denial, 
He had intended to move for a committee of investigation, but he did not 
know that it would be desirable. If it was thought so, he should be happy 
to take that step, but he would much rather the gentlemen on the other side 
of the table made the concession, and placed themselves in the hands of the 
twelve large shareholders to whom reference had been made. . He recom- 
mended the meeting to abstain from coming to a decision upon the report for 
a month, until they got a statement of account to the end of December, and 
then to raise the required money either by shares at a discount, or on de- 
bentures. He was persuaded that to ask the shareholders to give their con- 
sent to raising the money at once, without having any accounts placed before 
them, and without a new board, would not and ought not to be successful. 

Mr. Knicut said he would endeavour, in the remarks he had to make, to 
avoid going over the ground covered by the last speaker. Notwithstanding 
the appeals which had been made to the meeting for unity of action, and for 
prompt and immediate steps being taken to raise the amount mentioned in} 
the report, he should, with that right-minded purpose which had been re- |) 
ferred to, move an amendment to the motion submitted from the chair; and 
he thought it would be well to do so at once in order to economize time, and 
to enlarge the field over which the discussion might range. He had attended 
the meeting at no little inconvenience and pecuniary cost; but he was there 
because he had satisfied himself it was the place in which he ought to be, for) 
the pur’ of taking the solemn judgment of his fellow-shareholders whether, 
after all that had , and notwithstanding the statement of the chairman, 
they were prepared without further inquiry to adopt the report which within 
the last few days had been issued by the board. ‘They were told by the 
chairman that it was originally contemplated the capital required for carrying 
out the concerns of the company would be £1,025,000. All he could say was 
that this was the first time he had ever heard anything of the kind. He} 
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found it stated in the tus that the capital would be £875,000, in 
35,000 shares of £25 each. t was the statement upon which he and the 
other original allottees took shares. But what did they find the chairman 
stating in April, 1866? At the meeting of the company in that month, he 
(Mr. Knight) asked whether the directors felt sure of the ground = which 
they based their calculations as to the future, and this was the chairman’s 
answer: “ As regards the intrinsic merits of the concern, they are far better 
now than when the prospectus came out.’”” Now it might be said that the 
|chairman had met that by the explanations given to-day, but then twelve 
| months hence this statement might be met with some other explanation. In 
April, 1867, the chairman said: ‘ He might further mention that the works 
| would be completed, os pee of supplying gas for 120,000 lights, within the 
| estimate of the original prospectus. The estimate was £875,000, and he be- 
| lieved the actual cost would not exceed £800,000, which would be made up 
.| by the debentures issued, and by the share capital already raised.” But 
| what did the directors now tell them in the report just issued? Why, not 
| that £800,000 would be sufficient to complete the undertaking, but that posi- 
|tively they had already spent beyond the £800,000 no less than £200,000. 
And be it remembered that the statement about the £800,000 was made — 
ten months ago, so that the expenditure since that period had been upwards 
of £20,000 a month. In the report the shareholders had a statement of the 
liabilities of the company. Irrespective of the £101,120 of 8 gd cent, de- 
bentures, the liabilities amounted to £310,000. The honourable = rietor 
who had just spoken referred to some rumours rife on the Stock Exchange. 
He (Mr. Knight) would not go further into them now, but he would ask the 
meeting to grant a committee of investigation in order that the mode in 
which the £310,000 had been raised might be thoroughly inquired into. And 
that reminded him that in April, 1866, the chairman told the meeting, with 
reference to the 10,000 unissued shares, that ‘a vast number of applications 
came, but, looking to the time and the nature of the ——- the directors 
thought it desirable to have 25,000 pretty good holders, as far as they could 
then see, and leave out some who might not be, especially as 25,000 was 
sufficient to carry out their object.’”” Now he was very sorry to say—because 
it placed him in an invidious position—that he could not accept that answer 
as literally true. He certainly knew this, that he himself applied for double 
the number of shares that were allotted to him, and he knew too that he was 
as good for the whole as he was for the moiety. A suspicion crossed his mind 
that those shares were not allotted then because of considerations affecting 
that sink of iniquity, the Stock Exchange. They all knew what things were 
transacted there. Of course, if a committee of investigation was agreed to, as 
he was firmly persuaded it would be, it would be ascertained to whom those 
shares were originally allotted, and how they were dealt with. Possibly the 
investigation would yield pretty good evidence as to the reasons which in- 
fluenced the board in not allotting them in the ordinary way. It would be 
also borne in mind that in the original prospectus they were told the calcu- 
lations made enabled the directors to state that the proprietors would get 20 
per cent. upon their investment. In the . ay just issued, the prospect of a 
return had dwindled down to a belief that they would during the next three 
years receive an average dividend of 4 per cent. He wished to call attention 
to the Articles of Association in order to show that with reference to them 
there was an absolute necessity for the committee of investigation to consider 
and report upon what alterations and emendations were desirable. At the 
meeting held in 1866, he stated plainly that he had not read those articles, 
and asked the chairman what provision was made in them respecting the re- 
muneration of the directors. The chairman answered that the articles pro- 
vided for a remuneration of £2700 per annum to the board. Was that a 
candid answer? The section of the articles relating to this matter was the 
109th, and the words were—“ The board shall set apart and receive for their 
minimum remuneration in every year out of the income of the company, 
commencing from the Ist of January, 1865, the sum of £2700 per annum.” 
Now the company had never had any income. How, then, did it happen that 
for two years the board had taken £2700 per annum. He might be told that 
the shareholders had approved and adopted the reports. True; but he main- 
tained that in equity they were not bound by them, for it was clear at the time 
they did not possess the full knowledge which the chairman might have 
given them. No doubt the directors thought they had taken pretty good care 
of themselves, inasmuch as by another clause in the articles they provided 
that they should keep in office till 1870; but probably it would be found that, 
like some other clever people, they had overrun themselves. Another reason 
why an investigation was needed was this. By section 104 of the articles, the 
stock which it was necessary for a director to hold was £2000 in the capital 
of the company. His own experience was that a large stake in a concern, 
and large administrative talents, did not always go hand in hand. One of 
the most eminent judges on the bench, Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Page Wood, 
wher examined before a parliamentary committee, gave it as his opinion that 
one share in a concern should be sufficient to qualify a person to be a director. 
And for a very good reason. If the man with one share had the largest 
amount of brains, for Heaven’s sake let him be put upon the board, rather 
than the holder of 1000 shares with no brains at all. Then again, by sec- 
tion 50 of the articles, power was given to the directors to invest money in 
Government, real, or personal securities. This was a very large power to give 
to any board, and he knew of an instance in which a company got into fear- 
ful difficulties by the directors having such a discretion, the shareholders 
being utterly powerless. He would conclude by moving—‘ That a com- 
mittee of inquiry, three to form a quorum, and consisting of the following 
gentlemen, be appointed to inquire into and report upon the affairs of the 
company pte oy with power to examine all books, documents, &c., and to 
call before them all or any of the officers of the company, and that such com- 
mittee report to the shareholders at the earliest possible date the result of 
| their inquiries; and that the adoption of the directors report this day sub- 
{| mitted Me stand adjourned until such committee’s report shall have been 
j| received.” 

A Proprietor said he altogether differed from Mr. Knight about the 
qualification of a director, and thought it would be well to know what the 
honourable proprietor’s stake in the concern was. 

Mr. Knicut said he was the holder of £500 of stock, for which he paid 
£500 cash. 

Mr. Gopwin seconded the amendment, because he thought inquiry was 
necessary, and because the history of the mig oy | was a series of the most 
extraordinary errors, to use the mildest term, he had ever met with. The 
simple fact that, under any circumstances, the directors should have erected 
works adequate to the supply of 120,000 lights, was of itself sufficient to 
stamp them with incompetence. Up to the present time they had only been 
able to secure 30,000 lights, and it was not anticipated there would be 50,000 
for a long time to come, whereas the directors had erected works for 120,000. 
He pronounced this to be the result either of incompetence or of jobbery. 
He also asserted that the ordering of coals fora three years demand must 
come under one or other of these two heads. There were, as he was told, at 

















had just been told the fittings were all disposed of, but certainly a month 
ago he was told, on most creditable authority, there were mains there which 
never could be used; and upon the money so invested the shareholders were 
paying 8 percent. Taking their value at £100,000, here was £8000 a year 
ost through this most imprudent investment. For his own part, he was 
afraid the company were in a much worse position than they were led to 
suppose by the chairman. Unless he was wrongly informed, the company’s 
mains were now sealed up by the government of Moscow until the con- 
tractors were satisfied for the money expended, and he was confidently 
assured that the company’s resident director had been committed to prison 
for four months for breaking those seals. The statement he thought was too 
circumstantial to rest upon mere guess or imagination. ‘The enormous capital 
which the company proposed to raise in the first instance startled the whole 
gas world, and it was felt by all who knew anything about such matters that 
it never could answer, and that there must be something wrong at the bottom. 
He was not a large shareholder himself, although he had been prepared to 
take as many thousands in the concern as he now held hundreds, but know- 
ing that the company had paid £25,000 to the concessionaires and £5400 to 
the directors before a single sixpence was received, and having advanced so 
large a sum in fittings, with three years stock of coal in advance, he might, 
— regard himself fortunate in not being a larger shareholder than 

e was. 

Mr. Goopy asked when it was that the committee of twelve of the large 
shareholders was called. Hearing that there was a meeting of the company 
two months ago, he called at the office, and was told that the large share- 
holders were sitting in solemn conclave. Whatever might be the result of 
their labours, one thing was certain, that the value of the shares, which had 
been at 124, rapidly receded after that to 10 and 9. This fact created the 
impression that the twelve large shareholders got certain information which 
was concealed from the smaller shareholders, and that they availed them- 
selves of it to get a market for their shares. 

Mr. Stuart said he had confidence in the company, and thought the wisest 
course for the shareholders was not to spend their time lamenting over the 
past and trying to lick up spilt milk, but to grapple with existing facts, 
seeing that they were under menace of a bankruptcy unless they raised the 
£310,000. This was an issue from which they could not escape. Let them 
determine upon that, and then by all means have a committee of investiga- 
tion, if desired, although, as a man of business, he had never known much 
advantage to arise from such a course. 

Mr. SwrnTon said the chairman’s remarks, instead of elucidating matters, 
seemed to him to have obscured them very much. He stated that the capital 
was £875,000, with power to borrow on debentures £150,000. According to 
the original prospectus the directors had legal power to raise debentures 
equivalent to the amount of the 10,000 reserved shares—viz., £250,000. He 
then stated that about £1,000,000 was the estimate of the capital required, 
including the value of the 10,000 unissued shares. But the facts of the case 
were that £625,000 were actually paid on shares, £101,000 on debentures, 
and £310,000 was the present amount of liability. These sums, with the 
£250,000 which the chairman included in his estimate of £1,000,000, 
amounted to £1,280,000. The chairman stated that the value of the coals 
was £45,000, and of the fittings £80,000, which was about £60,000 worth 
more than was required. Although at the end of 1866 the directors began 
to be alarmed about the state of things, they gave no notice of it to the share- 
holders for eighteen months, but in April, 1867, they issued their report, in 
which they said that everything was progressing, that the prospects of the com- 
pany were most encouraging, and far exceeded what might have been anti- 
cipated. It was absolutely necessary there should be some investigation, for 
it was absurd to suppose that with their £25 shares down to £8 in the mar- 
ket the proprietors would fall in with the proposal to raise a further sum 
of £310,000. 

Rev. Mr. Canpy expressed his belief that things were not so bad as some 
— imagined, and hoped the proprietors would not act rashly. There had 

n some frothy speeches, but it appeared to him that there were only two 
practical questions before the meeting—first, whether there should be any 
change made in the directors; and, secondly, in what manner the money 
required should be raised. He asked the chairman to inform the meeting 
whether there was any truth in the statement that the resident director had 
been committed to prison for four months. If not true, it ought to be 
contradicted. 

Mr. H. M‘L. Backuer said he was sorry to see the tone of the mecting, 
because it appeared to him that the business they had before them on that 
occasion was not to find fault with each other, but to consider how they could 
raise the sum of £300,000 which was indispensable for the carrying on of the 
concern. If the £300,000 was not raised the company must fall to the 
ground—the board would get one shell, the shareholders another, and wiser men 
than they would get the oyster. With reference to the observations bandied 
from one to another, it was quite right that these matters should form the 
subject of inquiry, but whether this was quite the time to bring them for- 
ward admitted of a doubt. If they let the public see that they were divided 
they would not only not get the money they required, but might lose their 
present investment. It was quite certain that neither the creditors nor the 
investors would have confidence in them if they were divided among them- 
selves. ‘A house divided against itself cannot stand.’ If it were so, the 
operations of the company could not be carried on so as to bring them toa 
favourable issue. He had had 18 years experience in the working of gas sta- 
tions abroad, and he thought he might say that during those 18 years he 
had been able to conduct the business entrusted to him with considerable 
success. He was quite sure that the effect on the officers and the board, and 
every one connected with the working of this company, must be most inju- 
rious if they found that those to whom the confidence of the board should be 
entrusted had not the power to carry out the operations successfully. It was 
stated that, through some error in the estimates, there was three years stock 
of coals on hand. If so, he supposed it would be possible to sell a portion of 
those coals, and thus realize a certain amount towards the sum required by 
the directors. They would be able to purchase again with advantage when 
it me necessary, seeing that the tendency of coal was to fall in the 
market. He thought it was advisable that there should be on the 
board some good men practically acquainted with gas-making, and 
he regarded it as essential that there should be a consulting com- 
mittee in Moscow. If such an arrangement had been made in the first 
instance, and they had secured the co-operation of gentlemen in whom the 
board had confidence, and who could have controlled the officers, many of the 
difficulties subsequently encountered would have been avoided. He had no }) 
doubt it would be quite as easy to get such a committee at Moscow as in any 
other large city on the Continent. It appeared to him that the board were 
now proceeding on a contrary policy to that which guided them at the out- 
set. Then they over-estimated everything; now they under-estimated it. 
He knew something of the growth of gas lighting in European cities, having 





the present time coals enough in Moscow for two if not for three years con- 
sumption. Then again, with reference to the ‘fittings,’ it was true they 








several under his own management, and he found that the progress at the 
present time was most rapid. In one large city in the north of Italy, the 
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increase during the last two months had been 11 per cent. As the business 
increased, the profits increased in a larger ratio, and in the case he referred 
to the profits had increased 50 percent. Although in the instance of the 
Moscow Company the 23,000 lights obtained was far below what was antici- 
a he had no hesitation in saying it was a number unexampled in the 
ighting of any large city. He knew some large cities in the north of Italy 
and in France where, after a quarter of a century’s experience, they had not 
reached that number. The success of the company in this respect showed 
that there was a very large demand for gas in Moscow, and that their pro- 
gress would be much more rapid than was usual in other cities. 

Mr. Stokes believed that the company had a splendid concession, and 
that the shareholders ought to resolve to find the money required before 
leaving the meeting. 

A Proprietor: How much are you prepared to give? 

Mr. Stokes said he was prepared to pay his quota upon the shares he 
held. As he had stated, they had a splendid concession—the supply of a 
capital with 500,000 inhabitants, equal in size to Manchester ; i if the 
j} company were worked with anything like ordinary and proper care, it must 

pay a handsome dividend. But they must have a heat in whom they had 
confidence, and a manager of known respectability and integrity, with a 
handsome salary—£5000 a year if necessary—and a committee of consulta- 
tion, consisting of two or three first-class merchants in Moscow, with whom 
the re or could advise. The government of Moscow was a firm govern- 
ment, and the company had a 30 years concession, at the end of which time 
the works would be purchased at an estimate of 10 years profits. He advised 
the meeting, therefore, at once to determine to raise the necessary money, 
and, when that was done, they might begin to set their house in order. 

Mr. Hoyes denied that the concession was such a favourable one as the 
last speaker had represented. The company had the exclusive privilege of 
lighting the city for 30 pe: at the end of which time the municipality 
might purchase the whole affair on the average of 10 years previous profits, 
or they might extend the concession for 10 years longer. But at the end of 
that 10 years they would get possession of the whole of the company’s pro- 
perty for nothing. 

Mr. BAckLER said the terms of the concession with regard to duration 
were nearly similar to all those which were given on the Continent. 

Mr. Goprrey admitted the importance of unity of action, but thought it 
must be — to the directors that there was little hope of securing it by 
pressing the adoption of the report. He was by no means an advocate for a 
committee of investigation, and he suggested to the directors that they 
might adopt an intermediate course. He thought there was very little hope 
of getting the public or the shareholders to take up debentures upon any 
terms except such as would be utterly ruinous to the company. Unfortu- 
nately, the directors had made mistakes, and they themselves admitted it. 
The report was now printed without any accounts, and the public might 
think the chairman’s statement to-day as fallacious as the statement made 
last year. Before, therefore, any debentures were issued, it would be neces- 
sary to have a full statement of the accounts of the company made by a 
competent person. He put it to the directors whether they would concede 
the desirableness of inviting a certain number of shareholders, to be nomi- 
nated in the room, with a view to co-operate with them, and postpone the 
present meeting till that day month, or some subsequent period, when they 
could have a statement of accounts presented. Such a course would have 
great weight with the shareholders and the public, and there would be more 
chance of getting the debentures taken up. 

Mr. HAtuert considered it desirable to have a committee of investigation, 
in order to restore confidence in the board. He quite agreed in the remark 
which had been made about placing trust in the manager, but it must not 
be forgotten that all the disasters of the company had resulted from placing 
too much confidence in M. Desmond. He was not prepared to challenge 
what Mr. Gibbs had said as to the state of the works in Moscow, but what 
evidence of it had the shareholders ? What competent gas engineer had 
given a certificate to that effect? He did not impugn Mr. Leslie in the 
least degree, but gas-making was a technical manufacture, and they ought 
to have the testimony of some one acquainted with the subject to certify as 
to what had been spent. The suggestion that there should be a committee 
in Moscow was a good one, but he did not think it was practicable. He 
wished to know whether there was any ground for the rumour that Mr. 
Leslie had got into some difficulty or danger. 

Mr. Grsrs said that was a matter which must be thoroughly explained, 
and would be in the chairman’s remarks in reply. 

Mr. Hauerr said it had been hinted that the board, as originally con- 
stituted, did not hold their proper qualification. He hoped that would be 
distinctly answered, and that the directors, if they wanted the confidence of 
the proprietors, would make a clean breast of it. More than that, if they 
wanted the shareholders to support them in the adoption of the report they 
had issued, the meeting should be informed whether they would each sub- 
scribe for bonds in proportion to their holdings. It would give great con- 
fidence to the shareholders if oe could have a subscription list started, 
headed by the directors ; and he thought they had a right to expect it. The 
shareholders advanced their money in full confidence in the board, but there 
was good ground for that confidence being shaken. He hoped, however, it 
would not be necessary to have a committee of investigation, but that the 
board would fall in with the suggestion of his friend, Mr. Hoyes. There 
was not the least question as to the honourable intentions of the gentlemen 
who sat at the board—they were gentlemen of too high standing to be sus- 
pected ; but, as he had said, gas-making was a technical matter, and it was 
eee that there should be some one acquainted with the subject, to be 
a check upon them, 

A Proprietor said he was extremely anxious, if he could, to support the 
board, and therefore he appealed to some of the twelve gentlemen who had 
been consulted by the directors to rise and tell the meeting what their im- 
pression was as to the state of the affairs of the company. Possibly such a 
statement, if made at once, might put aside some of the fears which were en- 
tertained, and assist in the restoration of that confidence so necessary for 
their future success, 

Mr. ScuusTer responded to the appeal, and, as one of the shareholders 
present at that meeting, unhesitatingly stated that if personally he could see 
| a board in whom he had confidence he should be tempted to put more money 
|in the concern than he had. Why? Simply because he knew they had the 
finest concession in Europe—a thirty years monopoly of the supply of gas to 
a town as —— as Liverpool, where they could charge their own prices. It 
appeared to him a shocking thing that, for the sake of £300,000—a small 
sum, after all—the company should be allowed to drift into bankruptcy. The 
only way to get that money was to have a board in whom they could place 
confidence. e only practical solution of their difficulties was for the share- 
holders to give their confidence to Mr. Gibbs and the new directors, and let 
the old directors, who had brought the company into its present position, 
peng leave their posts. He asserted that the house of Anthony Gibbs and 

on and their partners had saved the company; and if the shareholders went 














hand in hand with that party, and strengthened them by the addition of 
suitable colleagues, they would save to themselves the finest concern in 


9's 
‘s - -paaamaaaal Practically, I believe, the price of gas at Moscow is 
imited ? 

The CuarrMan : Yes, to five roubles, or 123. 6d. per 1000 feet. 

Mr. Rowsktt asked the time when the £300,000 would be wanted. 

The CuarRMAN: Before the 30th of June. 

Mr. RowsExx thought the position of affairs was very serious, because 
unless this large sum of money was provided absolute bankruptcy would 
ensue. There was no time for investigation. The shareholders had all the 
facts before them, and they would learn no more from having a committee of 
investigation than they knew at present. The committee would make their 
report two months hence, and possibly at that time it would be entirely out of 
the question to think of raising the money. It was quite evident that there 
had been grave errors committed. It was a mistake to undertake the concern 
with only one-half the capital provided ; but it was impossible to recall the 
past. Then, again, he could not help remarking that it was singular the 
reports of the agent, being so much couleur de rose, they were not more 
closely investigated. 

Mr. Scuuster said allusion had been made by a previous speaker to the 
fact that after the meeting of the twelve shareholders the value of the shares 
fellin the market. He wished to say that, asa man of honour, he would 
scorn the idea of parting with a share if he were in possession of facts which 
his fellow-proprietors were ignorant of. He was still the holder of the same 
number of shares that he held at the time of the meeting. 

Mr. Drake desired, as a director who had only recently joined the board, 
to say a few words. Mr. Gibbs, Mr. Lambert, and he joined the board in 
the early part of last year, and he might truly say that they had beena 
committee of investigation from that time to the present. Their object had 
been to inquire into the best mode of proceeding in the future, and to see 
that the funds were properly laid out so as to be beneficial for the company 
generally. Unless the works had been completed and brought into uee, 
neither shareholders nor bondholders would have had any security for their 
money. It had been suggested that there should be a modification of the 
board, and the chairman saw no objection to it. He (Mr. Drake) thought it 
was only due to the other two directors, Sir James Emmerson and Mr. Mildred, 
to say that two months ago they placed their resignations in the hands of 
Mr. Gibbs and himself, and offered in the interests of the company to retire 
and allow their places to be filled up. With regard to the chairman, it had 
been the anxious wish of himself and Mr. Gibbs that he should remain in 
office until this meeting, in order that he might have the opportunity of 
making the statement he had made, and that he might give the board the 
benefit of his technical knowledge of gas-making, which none of the other 
directors had. He (Mr. Drake) entirely concurred in the remarks which had} 
been made as to the importance of having persons acquainted with that sub-| 
ject on the board, and would be only too happy, if any gentleman having | 
such a qualification could be suggested, to see him sitting amongst them.) 
With reference to the proposal for a committee of investigation, he urged) 
upon the shareholders to pause before they adopted such a course. Apart) 
from the general objection to a committee of investigation, he thought at the| 
poe juncture the interests of the shareholders would be seriously damaged 

y an appointment of that nature. On the other hand, he thought the sug-| 
gestion which had been made was a very proper one, and he trusted his! 
coll es would join in accepting it in the same spirit—viz., that there} 
should be a committee of consultation. They had all but one object in view) 
—to right the ship, which at present was in considerable danger. He was 
quite sure they ought not to use acrimonious expressions, and they ought to 
leave the room feeling they had only one interest at heart—to get the pro- 
perty of the company, which was really a very fine property, into a safe 
position. He suggested, therefore, that the proposition for a committee of 
consultation should be adopted, and that the meeting should be adjourned 
for a short time. 

A Proprietor: A month? 

Mr. Draxe said a month was perhaps too long. They had got to find the 
money, and it was difficult, as every one knew, to get £300,000 together in 
a short period. If the committee of consultation were appointed to-day, 
the directors would put themselves in communication with them, and he had 
no doubt they would be: able to work harmoniously, provided there was no 
arriére pensée on the part of the committee, to get out of their difficulties. 

A Proprietor: I beg to move that the chairman resign his seat, and 
that Mr. Gibbs take his place. 

Mr. Drake: That is hardly what I meant. 

Mr. Dyson: I beg to propose that a committee of consultation be ap- 
pointed. I think that is what is required. We have got a good concern, 
and we want to place ourselves in a position to reap the benefit of it. I 
would name seven gentlemen. 

Mr. Hatter: I second the motion. 

Mr. Hoyes: I think it would be better to adjourn for a month. 

Mr. Goprrey: I think it would be better not to have any motion on the 
subject, but let the directors invite a certain number of gentlemen to consult 
with them. 

Mr. Drake said, if certain gentlemen were nominated, the directors would 
carry out the wishes of the meeting. It would be necessary to adjourn to a 
yer day, and if they now resolved to adjourn for a fortnight, of a 
8 





4 


ould further time be necessary, they could hold a pro formd meeting an 
adjourn again. 

r. KniGut said he was quite prepared, with the consent of the seconder, 
to withdraw his amendment, 

Mr. Gopwin said he would consent if the po committee of consulta- 
tion had full power to look into the whole of the past transactions. 

A Proprietor observed that in the last paragraph of the report reference 
was made to the new law which authorized the issue of shares to bearer, and 
the directors said they intended to submit resolutions at this meeting en- 
abling such proprietors as chose to do it to avail themselves of the provisions 
of the Act. He wished to know whether there was any difference in the 
—< of those shareholders who had signed the deed and those who 

ad not. 

Mr. Drake said, as: the shares were all fully paid up, it made no 
difference. 

After some further conversation, the motion for the appointment of a com- 
mittee of consultation was carried, and the following gentlemen were nominated 
for that purpose :—Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Roade Hawkins, Mr. Godfrey, Mr. 
Dyson, and Mr. Hoyes. 

The CHAIRMAN said he would now proceed to answer some of the remarks 
which had been made. In the first place he would take what might be called 
the charge made by Mr. Hoyes, and he would say at once, both on his own 
behalf, and on behalf of the other original directors, that every single share 
they had had been paid for by themselves. He could understand the origin 
of the report. When the first directors were asked to join the company, there 
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was an intimation that the concessionaires were disposed to give £1000 worth 
of shares ‘to each gentleman. Subsequently, when there was 2 question 
whether'the offer came bond jide from them, or from the contractors, it was 
at once repudiated. : 

A Proprietor: How long was it ago that you paid up? 

The CHAIRMAN: We originally paid up. 

The Proprietor: When did this information reach you ? 

Mr. Drake: I think you are asking a very unwise question, because I am 
afraid it will involve my getting upon my legs and making a long statement, 
which the committee could better deal with. I advise you in the interest of 
the eompany not to press that question, not that it affects the chairman, be- 
cause I am in a position to answer for him, as it was to me that the informa- 
tion was first given that there was a suggestion of the sort, and I and Mr. 
Gibbs went into the matter from the commencement, the result of which in- 
vestigation I am prepared to lay before the meeting; but I urge you not to 
press for it. 





Mr. Hoyes: Having myself put the question, I am satisfied with the 
answer. 

The CHAIRMAN said he would proceed to answer the other questions put 
tohim. Mr. Knight spoke about the amount of the capital, and quoted a 
certain expression of his at a previous meeting to the effect that £850,000 
would be the cost of the works. Mr. Knight seemed to have left out entirely 
the consideration that it was necessary in all works to have a floating capital 
in order to provide coals and other things. It was quite true that £850,000 
| was the estimate for works to supply 120,000 lights, but that did not include 
|the fleating capital. Mr. Knight then made the remark that he (the chair- 
man) had not given a candid reply about the remuneration to the directors. 
|He (the chairman) must appeal to the meeting whether, having read the 
|paragraph in the Articles of Association, the statement which he made was 
jnot a correct one. As to the words *‘ out of income from the Ist of Jan- 
juary, 1865,’’ how could that be done when the works were not completed at 
the time? They meant that the remuneration was to come out of the same 
|fund as the interest paid to the shareholders during the first year. And he 
|might say that during the whole of the past year, from the moment there was 
lany difficulty or doubt about the position of the company, not one of the 
|direetors had received a farthing. Mr. Godwin found fault with the directors 
|for having erected works large enough to supply 120,000 lights. That was 
not the directors fault, it was their misfortune. They were compelled by 

the Douma to erect them of that capacity ; it was one of the considerations, 
and was, in fact, the absolute condition and price they gave for the con- 
lcession. There were certain plans prepared and sealed by the Douma which 
\the company were compelled to execute, and it was one of their troubles that 
|a great part of the capital of the company must thus remain for a long time 
/unremunerative. With reference to the stock of coals being so large, he had 
jalready stated that the directors were deceived by the agent as to the number 
lof lights contracted for. As to the rumour about the company’s mains being 
‘sealed up and the general manager being imprisoned, there was not a shadow 
‘lof foundation for it. In the first place the mains were not sealed up, but 
were conveying gas into the houses; and as to the general manager being locked 
|up, such a thing never occurred, nor anything of the sort. One of the sub- 
|contractors of a sub-contractor did raise some difficulties, and attempted to lock 
up a part of the works. Some of the men went in, and an assault was com- 
mitted, which resulted in a criminal charge being brought, in which the 
general manager’s name was mixed up, although he was not present; but the 
icharge was dismissed as soon as it came into court. One of the proprietors 
had asked when the large shareholders were summoned. They were sum- 
moned in December, when there was a question of a large sum being re- 
quired to carry the company through till June. It was considered by the 
|board (and he might say that the board, through Mr. Gibbs, now represented 
\a third or a half of the capital) advisable that as they had been finding some 
|large sums on loan, other large shareholders should be invited to come forward 
|and assist. It was not to give private information to them to enable them to 
\gell their shares; in fact, the sole object was to have what had now been 
|determined upon—a committee of consultation. Mr. Swinton said the terms 
lof the loan were not stated. He thought they were perfectly stated in the 
| prospectus. 

| Mr. Swinton : I said it was not legal to do it. 

The Cuarrman: You are certainly under some misapprehension. The 
|simple fact is this, that the sum total of all our expenditure, including our 
|liabilities is a trifle over £1,000,000, and that is represented by £600,000 on 
shares, £100,000 on debentures, and the £300,000 we now require. 

Mr. Swinton: Then there are the 10,000 unissued shares. 

The CHairMAN : They will not be issued; they will not be wanted. 

Mr. Swinton: Are they cancelled? 

Mr. Drake: They will be, as far as dividend is concerned. 

The appointment of the gentlemen named to form the committee of con- 
sultation was then put, and agreed to, and the further proceedings adjourned. 








WESTERN GASLIGHT COMPANY, LIMITED. 


An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company 
}j was held at the Offices, 28, Argyll Street, Regent Strect, on Thursday, 

Feb. 27—Francis WILLIAM RussELL, Esq., M.P., in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. S. Barber) having read the notice convening the 
meeting, the corporate seal was ordered to be affixed to the register of 
shareholders. 

The following report was presented, and taken‘as read :— 


The directora submit to the meeting an audited statement of revenue and profit 
and loss for the first half of the financial year 1867-68, from which it will be seen that 
the company’s business has continued to make satisfactory progress—the gas and 
meter rental having amounted to £58,585. Residual products have, however, 
realized somewhat less than in the corresponding period of the previous year. 

The profits admitting of a distribution at the usual rate, the directors recommend 
the meeting to declare a dividend (less income-tax) of 10s. per A share, 5s. per new 
B and C share, and 1s. per D share. 

Although the meeting at this period of the year is held for the special purpose of 
declaring an interim dividend, the directors avail themselves of this opportunity to 
mention that the metropolis gas question generally is before Parliament again this 
session, and that all the influence which the shareholders can exercise will most pro- 
bably be eg to support the directors in a continued resistance to the unjust 

ds of their opp ts. 

Four bills have been already introduced in the House of Commons relative to the 
supply of gas in the metropolis. Twoof them are promoted by the Imperial and 
Chartered Gas Companies, for the purpose of obtaining further capital and additional 
stations to meet the increasing demand for gas in their respective districts. A third 
is promoted by the corporation of the City of London, and under the powers con- 
tained in their bill, they could either buy up the undertakings of the three City com- 
panies a or supply gas in competition with them, thus in effect over- 
riding the Metropolis Gas Act as far as relates to the City. The competition bill of 
the corporation in 1866 was rejected by Sir John Trollope’s select committee, without 
calling upon the companies to open. their case; and it is hoped that the present 
unjustifiable proposal that Parliament should break faith with the companies will 
share the same fate. It is clearly the interest of all gas companies to prevent such a 











precedent as would be established by the passing of this bill, The fourth bill is 
promoted to meet the views of the select committees of 1866 and 1867, both of whom 
recommended amalgamations and the further regalation of the companies, and Las 

een proposed in the hope of settling the question fairly as regards the whole of the 
metropolis, and consolidating the property. 

The board have sustained, by the death of Mr. Strode, the loss of a colleague for 
whom they entertained the highest respect, and whose practical knowledge was of 
great service to them in directing the affairs of the company. In exercise of the 
power vested in them of filling up occasional vacancies in the direction, the board 
have nominated as a director, until the next ordinary meeting, Mr. Thomas Wilke 
Powell, who is well known to many of the proprietors, he having been formerly, for 
several years, a member of the board. 

The Secretary read the accounts for the half year. 

The CHarrMAN: Gentlemen, I have very much pleasure in addressing 

‘ou this day, and laying before you the account just read of the last 

alf-year’s operations. The circumstances of the times have not been so 
propitious as they might have been for the profitable working of a company, 
yet, in spite of those circumstances, thanks to the very large district which 
is forming about us, we are able to show results which justify us in 
giving you the maximum dividend which by law you can receive. Seeing 
that we are able to preserve our position so well—so much better, in fact, 
than some of the old companies—you will, I think, consider yourselves very 
fortunate in having an interest in the undertaking. This company had to 
struggle through many difficulties in its infancy, and I dare say it is in the 
memory of many gentlemen now present that at one time we received no 
dividend at all. Now that we are receiving our maximum dividend, I 
think we may consider that our progress in the past has been highly satis- 
factory. If those of you who, 20 years ago, were acquainted with that_por- 
tion of London which we supply will take the trouble to walk to Kensal Green 
and see the enormous town which has since sprung up between there and 
the Edgware Road, you will easily form an opinion of the value of our 
district. And-you must recollect that as the consumption of gas increases 
our expenses do not increase at all in the same ratio. If the world would 
only let us alone—for we do not want legislation—we do not want to go to 
the House of Commons—we believe that House is better employed in pass- 
ing reform bills—I say if they would only leave the gas companies to settle 
their own affairs, we should be able to do much more for the consumers and 
the public without at all interfering with the just and equitable claims of 
those who have invested their money in these undertakings. Unfortunately 
we do not find the world so reasonable as it ought to be; we cannot pet it to 
adopt this view of the subject, and so we must be prepared to have a brush in 
Parliament now and then. It is not a tribunal we desire to go to any more 
than to a court of law, but, of course, when we are attacked, we must 
defend ourselves. Gentlemen, there is one bill which has been brought in 
this session of deep interest to the gas companies. The corporation of 
London, who have been urged on by some of their constituents, have intro- 
duced a bill to enable them either to buy up the companies which now 
supply that narrow and wealthy district forming the City, or else to erect 
works of their own and supply gas in competition with the existing compa- 
nies. Now that bill, although it does not immediately affect us, indirectly 
attacks our interest, because if it is carried the provisions it contains may 
be afterwards applied against ourselves, and whenever any general legisla- 
tion on the gas supply is introduced an appeal will at once be made to what 
has been done with respect to the corporation of London. That bill pro- 
poses to supply 18-candle gas at 3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet. in point 
of fact, people like these, ignorant of the business, having had ne ¢perience 
in it whatever, but led on by a number of scheming agitators, nr ready to 
promise things they can never fulfil, as they will find to their cost. But not 
only will the preposed arrangement be productive of great mischief to them- 
selves, it will be very injurious to our interests, and therefore, on that 
account, the whole of the metropolitan gas companies are watching the cor- 
poration bill very closely, and are determined, if they can help it, that the 
three City companies shall not die without their aid and sympathy. There 
are two other bills before Parliament, for unfortunately the circumstances 

of the Chartered and Imperial Companies require them te raise more capital 
and to obtain sites for stations outside London where they can manufacture 
gas. The committee of the House of Commons which sat last year under 
the presidency of Mr. Cardwell declined to pass similar bills promoted by 
those companies, and which really are essential to their existence, without 
they agreed to the insertion of clauses which the companies considered 
would be most injurious to their interests, The question, therefore, still 
remains to be settled, and these, with the other bills, will be referred to the 
committee on metropolitan gas which may be appointed this session. ‘hen, 
gentlemen, there was another bill introduced into the House of Coremons, 
which we partly promoted, for the amalgamation of the different companies 
in the metropolis. That bill, however, has not met with the decided sup- 
port of all the companies, and as there is no chance of its being carried 
unless they are unanimous, the bill has been practically shelved, and will 
not be brought on unless some effort be hereafter made to revive it. Cir- 
cumstanced, therefore, as the companies are, there will not, as far as they 
are concerned, be any general legislation at present extending over the 
whole of London. There is a bill, of which Mr. Morrison has given notice, 
but that we have not seen, and are not able to give any account of its pro- 
visions. If the amalgamation bill to which I have referred should be revived 
by the companies, and should pass the second reading in the House of Lords, we 
feel it is one which so seriously affects the interests of the shareholders that we 
shall deem it our duty to take no further steps without calling you together and 
asking your —— upon it, and making you fully sanmiatel with all the cir- 
cumstances of the case. Gentlemen, we draw your attention, in one section of 
the report, to the very serious loss which we have sustained by the death of 
our colleague, Mr. Strode. I can assure you that I, as well as every other 
member of the board, feel it almost like a private loss to ourselves. e was 
a gentleman of such an amiable and kind disposition, and he possessed so 
thorough a knowledge of the affairs of the company, and was so zealous and 
indefatigable in his attention to your interests, that at any time we should 
have regretted to lose the benefit of his services. We have filled up the 
vacancy thus created by the appointment of Mr. Thomas Wilde Powell, of 
whose ability we have already had experience, and who rendered us very 
important services at a time when the company was in great difficulties, 
congratulate you on the fact that he has again joined the board, and that 
we shall once more have the benefit of his advice and assistance. I shall 
now move—‘‘ That the report of the directors and the statement of accounts 
now read be received and adopted.” 

Mr. Licuriy Simpson seconded the motion. 

Mr. SLATER said he could quite endorse the expressions of regret which 
the chairman had uttered with respect to the death of Mr. Strode, but he 
did not quite coincide with him in reference to Mr. Strode’s: successor. He 
did not doubt the fact of Mr. Powell having rendered efficient services in 
the past, but he questioned the propriety of appointing a gentleman to a 
seat at the board who, as a sharebroker in the city, must have his time fully 








occupied during the business hours of the day. 
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Mr. Doane asked whether the directors were assenting or dissenting par- 
ties to the amalgamation bill; aleo whether, in the event of the bills affect- 
ing the gas companies going into committee, there could not be some better 
arrangement come to with reference to the attendance of counsel represent- 
ing the companies. He had heard it stated at one of the meetings, that 
sometimes the only representatives of the companies before the committee 
were the red bags of the counsel. He thought it would be well to employ a 
stuff gown to be standing sessional counsel. 

The CHarrMAN said the matter referred to by Mr. Doane was felt by the 

companies to be a very great hardship, because they paid enormous fees to 
counsel, but he did not know what remedy they could apply. In the case of 
this company, last session they had a standing counsel, and there was never 
any complaint of his absence. With respect to the nomination of Mr. 
Powell to the vacant seat at the board, the directors remembered the ser- 
vices which he had rendered, they had confidence in his ability and acute- 
‘ness, and they knew that he commanded the respect of a large section of the 
| shareholders who resided in the neighbourhood of Leeds. Under all the cir- 
| cumstances they felt it would be difficult to select a fitter person. In answer 
to Mr. Doane’s first inquiry, he might state that the directors were parties 
to the amalgamation bill, but as he had already stated, the bill having been 
objected to by some of the companies, on further consideration it had been 
practically withdrawn, and would not be proceeded with unless some turn 
| in the battle before Parliament should make it desirable. 
Mr. CrakrF, a director, and Mr. WauGH, a shareholder, bore testimony to 
the past services of Mr. Powell, and expressed their gratification that his 
professional engagements permitted him again to accept a seat at the board. 
The motion for the adoption of the report was then put, and carried 
unanimously, 








| 


The CHAIRMAN moved the following resolution :—“‘ That, on the recom- 
mendation of the board of directors, a dividend for the half year, less 
income-tax, be and the same is hereby declared of 10s. per A share, 5s. per 
new B share, 5s. per C share, and 1s. per D share, to be paid to the share- 
holders now appearing on the company’s register.” 

Mr. Licuriy Simpson seconded the motion, which was put, and carried 
unanimously, 

On the motion of Mr. SLATER, seconded by Mr. WAvGH, a cordial vote of 


|| thanks was given to the directors for their able management of the affairs 


of the company, which having been acknowledged by the chairman, the 
proceedings terminated. 





RATCLIFF GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 
The Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company 
was held at the Offices, Back Road, St. George’s-in-the-East, on Friday, 
Feb. 28—A. Wirson, Esq., in the chair. 


The Secretary (Mr. H. J. Baddeley) read the notice convening the 


meeting, and the following report of the directors :— 


The directors have much pleasure in submitting their report and accounts for the 
half year ended Dec, 31, 1867. They regret, however, that they have again to 
announce a vacancy in the direction of the company, created by the lamented death 
of the late chairman, Joseph Henry Goodhart, Esq. 

The works and plant during the past six months have been efficiently maintained, 
and are now in good condition. 

Several bills have been introduced this session into Parli t of iderable 
importance to the metropolitan gas companies. They have received, and will con- 
tinue to demand, the serious attention of the directors, who desire to remind share- 
holders that these parliamentary contests are very expensive, and tend to distract 
the executive from the legitimate development of their enterprise. 

The accounts, which have been duly audited, show a net profit of £5482 6s. 6d., 
out of which the directors recommend that a dividend upon the paid-up capital of 
the company after the rate of 5 per cent. for the half year ended Dec. 31, 1867 (less 
income-tax), be now declared, payable on and after the 11th day of April next. 

The retiring directors, Henry Baddeley and Thomas Morrison Fairclough, Eeqrs., 
and the retiring auditor, Charles Thomas Taylor, Esq., being eligible for re- 
election, offer themeelves accordingly. 

The shareholders will also have to elect a director in the place of the late Joseph 
Henry Goodhart, Esq., deceased, and an auditor in the place of Henry Laurence 
Hammack, Fsq., who has resigned, and offers himself as a candidate for the vacant 
seat in the direction, 








Dr. Trade Account, for the Six Months ended Dec. 31, 1867. Cr. 
To Directors allowances -£400 0 0) By Gas-rental . £14,486 11 4 
Salary of secretary andclerks 395 0 0 Less bad debts and 
Collectorscommission and pay 127 13 0 allowances 72:16 7 
Rents, rates, andtaxesofoffices 34 6 8 — 
Stationery, printing, and gene- 14,413 14 9 
rabcharges. . . . . » 271 810 Public lighting and 
Paymenttoauditors ... 1515 0 under contracts . 2,085 3 5 
Coals, including carriage, Rental of meters 470 
eas 6 2 ts 0 eo oe 8s Sale of old materials 22 6 2 
Purifying materials . 210 510 Coke . - - 815917 0 
Supervision and labour . 3,181 2 4 Breeze 64 010 
Tools and otherimplements . 117 6 9 C—O ee 538 5 4 
Ordinary repair and mainte- Ammoniacal liquid 7910 0 
nance ofpremises . . . 50219 1 Miscellaneous receipts 5018 6 
Rents, rates, and taxes of ma- 
mufactory . . .. . . 05 1 & 
Distribution—ordinary repair 
andmaintenance, . . . 551 7 5 
Meters — restoring and re- 
__., eee 319 6 
Leaseholds Redemption Fund. 220 0 0 
Law & parliamentary charges 27012 0 
Interests on borrowed capital. 45014 3 
Wetproms. . « «0 « « he 6 
£20,418 3 0 £20,418 3 0 


The CHArrMAN said it would not be necessary for him to detain the 
shareholders at any length in moving the adoption of the report. The ac- 
counts were very satisfactory, exhibiting as they did an increase in the half 
year of £365 as compared with the corresponding period of 1866. Nodoubt 
this was but a small interest upon the money expended, but it was gratifying 
as showing that, notwithstanding the depression of trade in the district 
which they supplied, the affairs of the company were making steady pro- 
gress, It would be seen that during the half year they had paid £270 for 
parliamentary expenses, which was a serious matter, inasmuch as it 
amounted to a half per cent. upon the capital of the company. If it were 
an expense to which they were not likely again to be exposed, it might be 
hardly worth saying much respecting it; but, unfortunately, they had the 
same battle to fight this session that they had last, and they were threatened 
with a repetition of the same expenses. There was a very strong opposition 
to the metropolitan gas companies, and a determination not to let them 
rest in peace. He was at a loss to know what the companies could do that 
they had not done. They had kept faith with Parliament and the public, 











while protecting the interests of their shareholders; but there seemed to be 








a determination to ruin them if possible, for certainly, if the proposed legis- 
lation were adopted, it would almost annihilate their property. The corpo- 
ration of London had introduced a bill by which they sought power to 
erect works and supply gas to the citizens, of 18 candles illuminating 
power at 3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet. The companies, of course, would 
strenuously ony that bill, and he hoped they would be successful in 
defeating it. The companies themselves had introduced an amalgamation 
bill, in which, adopting as they believed a middle course, they offered to 
reduce the maximum price from 4s. 6d. to 4s., and to raise the illuminating 
power from 12 to 14 candles. If that bill should pass the result would be a 
great diminution in the revenue of this company; it would reduce their 
net profits one-fourth, and bring their dividends down to 3$ or 4 per cent. 
A notice had recently been given by Mr. Morrison to introduce another bill 
into the House of Commons for the better supply of gas to the metropolis, 
and to amend the Act of 1860. That bill had not yet been seen, but it was 
believed to be similar in its character to the one prepared by Mr. Wyatt, 
by which 16-candle gas was to be supplied at 3s. 9d. To such a proposition 
the companies would offer all the opposition in their power, and he hoped 
every gentleman present would bear in mind that this was not exclusively 
a directors question. Directors and shareholders had a mutual interest in 
the matter, aud every one must endeavour to bring the influence he 
possessed so to bear as to defeat a measure which wou!d be very prejudicial to 
their welfare. In the year 1860 this company borrowed £14,000 or £15,000 
upon bonds at 6 percent. At that time money was not quite so easy as at 
pom. and the directors, looking to the existing state of the money market, 

ad thought it advisable, and he thought the shareholders would agree with 
them, to give notice to the bondholders of their intention to pay them off, at 
the same time intimating that, if they were willing, they might leave their 
money with the company still at 5 per cent. The next matter to which he 
had to refer was a very painful one. Since the last meeting of the pro- 
prietors it had pleased Providence to remove by death their late excellent 
chairman, Mr. Goodhart. He was a very active and energetic member of 
the board, and always manifested the greatest interest in the welfare of thecom- 
pany. The directors felt his loss very deeply, and the shareholders generally 
would sympathize in the expression of their regret. With reference to the par- 
liamentary contests, he need hardly remind the proprietors that they were 
attended with a great deal of expense, and that was not the only evil arising 
out of them, for they distracted the attention of directors and officers from 
their legitimate business in connexion with the operations of the company, 
so that in every respect they were to be deplored. He feared, however, 
that there was no help so long as the public were willing to listen toa 
parcel of adventurers who agitated for cheap gas, although the most ex- 
meg scientific men of the day had proved before the committee of the 

ouse of Commons that it was impossible, in London, to supply 18-candle 
gas for 3s. 6d., and pay anything like 5 per cent. to the shareholders. Last 
session the companies expended no less than £17,000 in parliamentary ex- 
penses, while, as he had said, the attention of their officers was diverted 
trom their proper engagements to prepare information to lay before Parlia- 
ment. With these observations he would conclude by moving the adoption 
of the report. 

Mr. FarrcLouGH seconded the motion. 

Mr. Pitt expressed a wish that, in future, the report and accounts should 
be printed and circulated preparatory to the meeting, so that the share- 
holders might understand the position of the eompany, and come prepared 
to make any inquiries which they deemed needful. 

The CuarrmMan said he did not see the necessity for it, as the share- 
holders were receiving the maximum rate of dividend the law allowed. 
While the directors were anxious to give all the information in their power, 
he questioned the policy of printing and publishing the accounts. The 
books of the company were open to inspection, and every shareholder was 
at liberty to attend at the office and make what inquiries he pleased. 

The Srcrerary, referring to the minute-book, said this question was 
discussed at the meeting of proprietors in February, 1862, on a motion by 
Mr. Pitt, and it was decided by a large majority that it was not expedient 
to print the report and accounts. 

Mr. Nutter said he thought the wish expressed by Mr. Pitt might be 
gratified by having the accounts laid upon the table an hour or so before 
the shareholders meetings. 

The CHARMAN said there could be no objection to that course, and 

Mr. Pirr expressed himself satisfied with that arrangement. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put, and carried 
unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN moved the payment of a dividend for the half-year ending 
the 31st of December last, on the = capital of the company, at the rate 
of 10 per cent. per annum, payable on the 11th of April. 

Mr. FarrcLouGH seconded the motion, which was at once adopted. 

The retiring directors, Messrs. Baddeley and Fairclough, were then re- 
elected. 

Mr. Jounson moved—“ That Henry Laurence Hammack, Esq., be elected 
a director in the place of the late Mr. Goodhart.” 

Mr. Norris seconded the motion, which was very cordially adopted. 

Mr. HAMMACK returned thanks on his appointment, and acknowledged 
the kind manner in which his name had been proposed. He assured the 
proprietors of his earnest desire to do everything in his power to promote 
the interests of the company. 

The retiring auditor, Mr. Taylor, was then re-elected, and Mr. John B. 
Gill was appointed an auditor in the room of Mr. Hammack, resigned. 

Mr. Tayor and Mr. GiLt returned thanks, 

On the motion of Mr. Prrr, the best thanks of the meeting were tendered 
to the chairman and directors for their zealous attention to the business of 
the company. 

The Cuairman acknowledged the vote for himself and colleagues. 

Mr. TAYLOR moved, and Mr. Norris seconded, a vote of thanks to the 
secretary, which was supported by Mr. Pirr. 

The CHarrMAN, on putting the resolution, said the proposal came well 
from the auditor, who had so full an opportunity of judging of the mode in 
which the accounts of the company were kept. lie could himself tho- 
roughly endorse all that was said in praise of the secretary, and had great 
pleasure in submitting the motion for adoption. 

The resolution was put, and carried unanimously. 


The SecRETARY begged once more to thank the shareholders for the 
kind manner in which they had expressed themselves in reference to his 
services. During the whole of his connexion with the company he had 
endeavoured to do his duty, and if at any time he had erred, his errors 
were those of judgment and not of will. His best energies would be alwa: 

at their service, and, judging of the future by the experience of the past, he 
was satisfied that he should never have to take up the cry of the frozen 





out gardener—“ I've got no work to do.” 
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LIVERPOOL UNITED GASLIGHT COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Proprietors was held on Tuesday, 
the 18th inst., at the Offices of the Company, Newington—SamveL H. 
Txompson, Esq., in the chair. : 

The notice convening the meeting having been read, 

The Secretary (Mr. P. P. Garnett) read the report of the directors, as 
follows :— 

The directors having caused to be prepared and submitted to them an estimate of 
the profits of the company for the half year ending the 3lst of December last, in 
accordance with the company’s Acts of Parliament, and having duly considered the 
same, now recommend the proprietors to declare a dividend for the half year ending 
as above stated of £4 10s. on every £100 stock, and a dividend at the rate of £3 10s, 
for every £100 for a half year on the capital paid up in respect of the 7 per cent. 
shares. 

It is matter of regret to the board that the state of the company’s accounts for 
any half year should be such as to prevent them from r i i diate 





nding the i 
payment of the full ordinary dividend, but the cause of the deficiency on the present 
occasion is easily explained. 

The proprietors were informed at the last general meeting that resort would have 
to be made to the reserve-fund to meet the usual half-yearly dividend then declared. 
This necessity arose from the extremely low figure to which the price of gas had 
been reduced in the previous year—a reduction which was effected by making avail- 
able the accumulated surplus profits of several preceding years, and which, on these 
temporary resources, as well as the reserve-fund, being exhausted, and the cost of 
— and labour becoming greatly increased, it has been found impracticable to 
maintain. 

Notice has accordingly been given that, from and after the 3lst of December last, 
the price of gas per 1000 cubic feet will be—to consumers within the borough, 
8s. 3d.; and in the out-townships, 3s. 7d.; and the directors entertain no doubt 
that by this means the finances of the company will, in a few months, be sufficiently 
restored to make up the usual dividend of 10 per cent. for the current year. 

The board have to record with regret the death of Mr. George Millard, the ac- 
countant of the company, after many years of faithful and valuable service. 

The CuarrMAN: In moving the adoption of the report which has just been 
read, I will take leave to trouble you with a few observations upon it. In 
the first place, you are aware that the annual statement of the accounts of 
this company is made up to the 30th of June, and that for the past half 
year we have to declare a dividend upon an estimate of the profits made, with 
some care, by our manager, and we find that even with the sum of £6000, 
which we shall have to take from our reserve—and which, I am sorry to say, 
completely exhausts it—we shall only be able to recommend a dividend on 
the old shares at the rate of 9 per cent. for the year, or £4 10s. for the half 
year, and upon the new shares the dividend will be at the rate of 7 per cent. 
for the year upon the call paid up. I understand that an impression prevails 
amongst some that the 7 per cent. new shares are preferential altogether as 
compared with our old stock, and that, in fact, they are preferential stock 
under any circumstances. This is not strictly the case. As long as the profits 
of the concern admit of a dividend of 7 per cent. or upwards upon the old 
shares, the 7 per cent. dividend on the new ones is not disturbed, as in the 
— instance; but should the dividend ever fall below 7 per cent., which 

will not venture to anticipate, then in that case the new shares would 
suffer pro ratdé with the old shares. To meet the case, as authorized by our 
Act, notice has been given that from and after the 31st of December last, the 
price of gas in the borough will be at the rate of 3s. 3d. per 1000 cubic feet 
instead of 3s., and for the suburbs 33. 7d. instead of 3s. 4d. This has been 
rendered necessary owing to the very much increased price we have had to 
pay for our cannel contracts, and the advanced price generally of material 
and of labour. In the absence, however, of any unforeseen contingency, 
there are grounds for believing that we shall be able to make good the defi- 
ciency very shortly, say probably at our next half-yearly meeting ; and, 
with a constantly increasing consumption of gas, I do not at all despair 
before long that we shall be enabled gradually to replenish our reserve, so 
that under the operation of the Act a reduction in price may then take place. 
It has been no doubt disagreeable for the board to have to make the announce- 
ment to the proprietors that they would not get what they have got at this 
period of the year. It must be borne in mind since 1865 the public have 
enjoyed the advantage of having gas at the exceptionally low price of 3s., 
; which I may say, taking into consideration the quality of the gas—equal to 
the illuminating power of 21 spermaceti candles—is, I have reason to believe, 
the cheapest gas which is supplied by any gas company in the kingdom. I 
have reason also to believe that even at the increased price there are few, if 
any, considering the quality of the gas, equal to it in point of cheapness. 

e new station in Litherland is complete and at work, and as the retorts 
are put up there it will become more serviceable than it nowis. As far as 
it has gone we have every reason to be satisfied with the work and with the 
result. The report also alludes to the death of Mr. Millard, who for a great 
number of years has been in the service of this company, latterly as ac- 
countant. is services have been always highly appreciated by the com- 
pany, and I take this opportunity of mentioning that we were greatly 
satisfied with Mr. Millard during the time he was in our service. The 
chairman concluded by saying that if any proprietor had any question to put 
which he could explain, he would be happy to answer it. 

Mr. HanpMAN Ear e seconded the adoption of the report, which was 
unanimously carried. 

On the motion of the CuarrMAN, seconded by Mr. Eanue, the dividends 
mentioned in the report were declared, payable to the proprietors on the 21st 
inst., less income-tax. 

Mr. ANDREWS suggested that along with the report the names of the 
officers and committee should be forwarded to the sharcholders, 
on” CHAIRMAN said he did not think there would be any difficulty about 

at. 

Another Prorrietor said he thought it would be very acceptable if a list 
of the shareholders was circulated along with the statement of accounts. 

The CuarrMaN said they had somewhere about 500 or 600 proprietors, and 
it would make a voluminous document. It had never been the custom that 
he had heard of. Any proprietor wishing to see the list could do so on 
application. 

r. Alderman Cooper moved a vote of thanks to the chairman for the 
able manner in which he had performed the duties of his office. He was 
sure the proprietors were highly indebted to the chairman for the pains and 
attention he had taken on all occasions to keep all matters right. 

Mr. READE seconded the motion, which having been carried, the chairman 
briefly replied, and the proceedings terminated. 











WOLVERHAMPTON GAS COMPANY. 
The Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held on Friday, the 28th 
ult., at the offices in Queen Street-—JoserpnH Coorer, Esq., in the chair. 
Mr. Homer read the following report of the directors:— 
Your directors have much pleasure in presenting this their thirty-second half- 
pote report and balance-sheet, showing the results of the past half year’s work- 
g. The receipts amount to £16,351 16s. 3d., and the expenditure to £11,881 9s., 
leaving a balance of £4520 7s. 3d., which, with the balance brought from last half 
year, enables your directors to recommend the declaration of the usual dividend of 
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5 per cent. for the half year (free of income-tax), payable forthwith, if sanctioned | 
by the proprietors. i 
The reduction in the price of gas to a uniform rate of 2s. 9d. per 1000 cubic feet 
announced in February, 1867, came into operation on the lst of October last; but 
the full effect upon the revenue of the company cannot be ascertained until the 
close of the present half year, ending the 30th of June next. | 
At this meeting three of your directors—viz., Mr. Cooper, Mr. Cox, and Mr. | 
Benjamin Savage—retire by rotation, who, being eligible for re-election, offer them- | 
selves accordingly. Your auditor, Mr. Benjamin Smith, also retires, and again 
offers himself for re-election. 
In conclusion, your directors will continue to 
interests of the concern confided to their care. | 
The CuarrMay, in moving the adoption of the report, offered some re- | 
marks upon the accounts, stating that the rates and taxes had amounted 
to about £1200 for the half year—the poor-rates being now 4s. in the | 
pound, and the borough-rates having increased 3d. in the pound—and, | 
although the authorities must receive a large amount of money, yet he| 
could see little improvement in the town, and he did not know how the || 
money was expended. The chairman then spoke of the anxiety of the 
directors to reduce the price of gas whenever practicable, and said its | 
present low price had induced a large nnmber of the respectable working | 
classes to have it introduced into their houses. He also spoke of the good | 
quality of the gas they had been making, as was shown by the reports of 
the borough surveyor. He then reviewed what he termed the vexatious 
proceedings which had been taken against the company by the corporation, | 
or certain members of it, observing that the directors had reason to believe | 
that although negotiations were opened with them ostensibly with the view | 
of purchasing their works, the directors believed there was no intention of | 
buying the property, but only a desire to use the information derived from | 
them for ulterior purposes. As to the appointment of Mr. Hawksley to | 
examine their concerns, they had every confidence, from his eminence in | 
his profession and his honourable character, that the result would be satis- | 
factory to the shareholders, and that the court, believing from Mr. Hawks- 
ley’s report that there were no sufficient grounds for the application, would 
direct that the costs should be paid by the petitioners. These costs, Mr. | 
Cooper said, would be very heavy, for he feared Mr. Hawksley’s alone would | 
amount to £400 or £500. In reply to a question, the chairman said he did | 





give their best attention to the 
i 





not think the expense could be saddled on the ratepayers if the petitioners | 
failed in the proceedings they had taken, and it would be part of the duty, 
of the directors to see that they were not paid out of the public funds, 

Mr. UNDERHILL seconded the motion for the adoption of the report, which 
was carried; the dividend was declared as recommended, and the retiring | 
directors were re-elected, on the motion of Mr. R. WARNrER, seconded by | 
Mr. WALKER, the latter of whom said the gas consumers had no cause of | 
complaint against the company. The price of gas had been reduced when- | 
ever circumstances had permitted, and the corporation had had the benefit | 
of the reduction. What object, then, had the latter, or, as the chairman | 
said, a few individual members only, in carrying on the vexatious and | 
unnecessary proceedings which had been referred to, except to depreciate | 
the property of the company—a course which was perfectly unjustifiable. 

Mr. B. Smith was then re-elected auditor, and the chairman and directors 
were thanked for their valuable services, the chairman remarking, in reply, 





selves, and that their form of accounts was originated with great care by an 
accountant of great eminence—the late Mr. Wright, of Birmingham. The 
chairman hoped, in conclusion, that before the next meeting the pending 
dispute would be settled, satisfactorily, he trusted, to the whole of the 
shareholders. 





GAS PRODUCTS UTILIZING COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The Seventh Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of this Company was held 
at the London Tavern on Friday, Feb. 28—A. A. Crout, Esq., in the chair. 

The Srcrerary (Mr. Guyatt) having read the notice convening the 
meeting, the following report, with the statement of accounts for the half 
year, was read :— 

The directors herewith present the accounts and balance-sheet, duly audited by 
Messrs. Quilter, Ball, and Co., for the half year ending the 3lst of December, 1867. 

The profit realized during the half year amounts to £4556 9s. 9d., which added to 
the amount of undivided profits makes a disposable balance of £8081 14s. 2d. 

The shareholders will remember that there was a suspense account opened by 
reason of aloss upon a disputed contract amounting to £2920, and that it was resolved 
to cancel this loss by writing off from revenue £1000 per half year ; accordingly £1000 
was written off the last, and another £1000 is written off this balance-sheet, which 
leaves a remainder of £920 to be disposed of in the next account. 

The balance of revenue now to be dealt with (after £1000 is carried to the suspense 
account) is £7081 14s, 2d., which will afford the usual dividend of 10 per cent. per 
annum, and leave the reserve-fund at £2982 7s, 8d. 

The extension of the works at Glasgow is still in progress. There has been; 
£3658 193. 1ld. of capital expended there during the half year, and it is estimated | 
that a further sum of £1000 will complete those works, and the directors have no! 
fear of the productiveness of this outlay. The company’s products are beginning to | 
be much appreciated in Scotland, as the increasing demand amply testifies. 

The shareholders are convened specially on this occasion to consider the propriety 
of altering the title or denomination of the company. There are two reasons for this 
proposed alteration. First, it is complained that the present title gives no clue to 
the articles produced by the company ; and secondly, the present title begets an un- 
reasoning prejudice against the manufactured products. It is therefore considered 
expedient by the board to change the name of the company to that of ‘‘ The Alum 
and Ammonia Company, Limited,” and the directors invite the shareholders to 
acquiesce in this alteration. | 

The directors retiring by rotation on this occasion are Mr. Croll, Mr. Nicholson, | 
and Mr. Odling, who being eligible offer themselves for re-clection. | 

The shareholders auditor also retires, and being eligible offers himself for 
re-election. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was almost unnecessary for him to offer any 
observations in moving the adoption of the report. Almost the only change | 
which had taken place in the position of the company since the last meet- | 
ing was the increase of the works and plant at Glasgow. As stated in the | 
report, the whole of those works would now be completed for something | 
like £1000, which would enable the company to produce between 40 and 50) 
tons of alum per week, as well as a very large quantity of oil of vitriol, 
sulphate of ammonia, &c. ‘The whole of the affairs of the company 
were in a most satisfactory state, and the proprietors had reason to con- 
gratulate themselves on its present position. The only other matter he| 
need refer to was the proposed change of name. It was not, of course, | 
desirable to make such a change without cogent reason: but the directors | 
had considered it well, and thought themselves fully justified in recom-| 
mending this course to the meeting. The main reason was, that some of 
the dealers in the articles which the company manufactured considered 
that their alum was made from gas refuse, and was not a proper 
thing to use, and that, if employed for dyeing purposes, it would not pro- 
duce a good colour. Although there was not the slightest foundation for 
such a supposition, it was felt that it would be better to avoid any ground 
for a prejudice of that kind; and that, moreover, it was well to adopt a 
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name which was more expressive of the nature of the manufacture in which 
the company was engaged. 

Mr. Srartine seconded the motion, and expressed the satisfaction he 
felt at the continued progress of the company’s operations. He thought 
the directors had taken a wise course in recommending an alteration in the 
name of the company, as he had always considered the present title a very 
indefinite one. 

Mr. DwarsBer had no doubt about the propriety of the change, especially 
if they had the chairman’s assurance that in reality there was no reason to 
suppose the article they manufactured produced a bad colour when used 
for dyeing purposes. 

The CuarrMmAN said, so far from that being the case, he might mention 
that the company always got the highest price for their alum. He ought, 
perhaps, to explain that alum was used to a large extent in producing what 
was called Turkey red dye, which was a most delicate colour, and required 
the greatest possible care that the article used should be entirely free from 
iron. The value of the alum in proportion to the value of the dye was 
comparatively nothing, therefore, whatever the price might be, if the manu- 
facturers thought there was the least ground for supposing the alum sup- 
plied was not good, they would not use it. 

Mr. Purvis asked whether the limitation of the title of the company to 





“alum and ammonia” would prevent them making the other articles in 
which they now traded. 
The CHArmaN said not in the least. In answer to other proprietors, 


but that would be only a small expense. The cost of the necessary appli- 
cation to the Board of Trade would be almost nominal. He added that, 
although the objection had been raised by some manufacturers, the campany 
was doing a large business in alum, having a contract from one Glasgow 
house, by whom it had been tried, for the delivery of a large quantity 
per month, 

The motion was then put and carried unanimously. 

aoe retiring directors and auditor were severally nominated and re- 
elected. 

The meeting was then made special for the purposes of passing the fol- 
lowing resolution which was moved by the Cuarrman, seconded by Mr. 
NicHoLson, and unanimously agreed to:—* That on the approval of the 
Board of Trade, testified pursuant to the 13th section of the Companies 
Act, 1862, the name of the company be changed to that of ‘ The Alum and 
Ammonia Company, Limited, and that, upon such approval being given, 
a4 resolution be registered at the Joint-Stock Companies Registration 
Office. 

On the motion of Mr. Buss, seconded by Mr. Purvis, the thanks of the 
meeting were presented to the directors for their able supervision of the 
affairs of the company. 

The CuairMan acknowledged the vote, and also thanked the shareholders 
for his re-election. 

Messrs. Nicnotson and OprisG also returned thanks for their re-election. 
Mr. OpLine proposed a vote of thanks to the secretary and officers of 
the company. 

Mr. Brapine seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Guyatr acknowledged the vote, and the proceedings terminated. 





METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Istincton Vrstry—Fripay, Frsrvuary 21. 


THE IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY’S BILL. 

The introduction of this bill into the House of Commons came before the 
vestry this evening—Mr. Repp1sn in the chair. 
The CuarRMAN said that Mr. Bontems had asked him if he had seen the 
new bill of the Imperial Gas Company, and as he had not he procured a copy 
of it. Mr. Bontems, he believed, had a notice of motion on the paper that 
evening with regard to it, and before that gentleman proceeded to move he 
(the chairman) would state what appeared to him to be the purport of the 
bill, after which the motion could be made, and a discussion take place upon 
it, if the vestry thought proper. The bill was to authorize the Imperial 
Gaslight and Coke Company to raise additional capital and to purchase land 
at West Ham, which it was thought would be eligible for the construction of 
works, and to obtain further powers. He found there was nothing stated in 
the biil specifically as to the illuminating power or the purity of the gas, and 
it would be for the vestry to say whether they would present a petition or 
watch the progress of the bill, with the object of getting any clauses inserted 
in it which they might deem to be desirable. He would mention that Mr. 
Bazalgette, the engineer to the Metropolitan Board, had been kind enough to 
send him acopy of his report upon the Metropolitan Railway and other 
schemes, in which he (the chairman) found allusion made to the bill of the 
Imperial Gas Company in the following terms :—‘*‘ It is proposed by this bill 
to purchase land at West Ham, Abbey Marsh, on the east side of Bow Creek, 
and south of the London, Tilbury, and Southend Railway, for the purpose of 
erecting gas-works thereon; to construct bridges over Bow Creek, on the 
river Lea; and to form a new road, 300 yards in length, from their works to 
St. Leonard Street, Bromley. The bridges over the Lea and Bow Creek are 
to be 120 feet span, and 14 feet 6 inches in height. The company propose an 
additional capital of £975,000, with a dividend limited to £7 10s. per cent., 
and to borrow on mortgage £243,750, and to create and issue debenture stock 
at the rate of 5 per cent. It is also proposed to confer power upon the com- 
pany to purchase or lease coal-mines, railway trucks, collier ships, and other 
things, with a view to cheapen and improve the quality and the manufacture 
of gas. There is a special clause in the bill for the protection of the works of 
the board and of the vestries and district boards.” 
Mr. Bonrems said that the introduction of the bill afforded an opportunity 
which seldom occurred for the vestry to appear before Parliament, and en- 
deavour to get better terms, not only for the supply of the public lamps, 
but also for the consumers of the district. They were encouraged : 
The CHarnMan: Is there any possibility of you, Mr. Bontems, making 
your motion to-night? - 
Mr. Bouton moved that the by-laws be suspended. (No, no.) 
Mr. Bonrems said he must inform the vestry that if they did not take 
action that night they might not be able to do so at all, and therefore the 
interests of the parish would suffer materially by it. 
Mr. Braprieip asked the clerk to the vestry to state his opinion as to 
whether the vestry had a Jocus standi under which they and the parish could 
petition against the bill. 
Mr. Boytems : If you will allow me to make my statement, I will show 

ou. 
r Mr. Braprietp: I should like to hear the opinion of the clerk. 
The CuHAinman: The question really is, whether the vestry will now per- 
mit the measure to be discussed. It has been moved that the by-laws be 
suspended. 
he motion having been seconded, 
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he stated that the alteration of title would involve the issue of new scrip, | 


| £975,000, it would increase the charge to the public to the extent of £4875 












Mr. Bontems said that he had always understood that upon a parliamentary 
bill being reported it was competent for any member of the vestry to move 
upon it. 

RR a : sea observed there was nothing about parliamentary bills in 
the by-laws, 

Son Benton said the parish would suffer if the question was burked. 

Mr. BRADFIELD said it was not a question of burking at all. 

The motion was then put to the meeting, when there appeared 15 for it, 
and the same number against it. 

The CuarrMan said that it required two-thirds of the vestry to carry the 
motion. 

Messrs. Bontems, Bolton, and Fuller demanded a division, when there 
voted, for the motion, 18; against it, 29. The motion was consequently 
negatived. 

The CuarrMan said that the time for presenting a petition against the bill 
would not lapse for several days, 

It was then suggested that a special meeting should be held to consider the 
gas and other bills. 

Mr. Bontems said that as far as the gas bill was concerned, it was in the 
hands of the vestry, and if they chose to have a special meeting he would 
attend ; if not, he should not, of course, persevere with his motion. 

Mr. Smirn then moved that the vestry, on its rising, do adjourn till Mon- 
day evening, the 24th inst., which was agreed to. 


Monpay, Fern. 24. 

At the adjourned meeting this evening—Mr. ReppisH in the chair, 

Mr. Bontems said that he wished to make an alteration in the terms of 
his motion as it stood on the paper, so that it might read as follows :—“‘ That 
the necessary steps be taken to oppose the Imperial Gas and the Metropolitan 
Gus Companies Amalgamation Bills, in order to obtain amendments therein,” 
&c. There was no objection to the Imperial or any other company obtaining 
the capital necessary to carry on their business—no objection to their ob- 
taining powers by which they could improve the mode of conducting their 
business, so as to give the benefit not only to the consumers but to their own 
shareholders as well. In 1860 this company obtained power to raise 
£325,000 of new capital at 7 per cent. The present bill asked for power to 
raise a further sum of £650,000, and the company asked to be allowed to 
pay 74 per cent. on that new capital; and they not only did that, but the 
asked to be allowed to pay one-half per cent. more on the £325,000 whic 
was raised two years ago, or which they obtained power to raise. If Parlia- 
ment thought that 7 per cent. interest was sufficient two years ago, when 
money was much dearer than it is now, it would consider most likely, if 
there was an opposition to the bill, that 7 per cent. was sufficient now, when 
money was so much cheaper than then. The difference it would make to 
the consumers would be this, that if the company were allowed to pay 7 
per cent. on the £325,000 raised two years ago, the gas consumers woul 
have an annual sum to pay, in addition to what they now paid, of £1625; 
and if the company were allowed to charge that rate on the whole of the 


per annum. This was one ground on which he thought the public ought to 
petition against the bill. ‘There was another clause in the bill which en- 
abled them to borrow money on mortgage to the extent of £243,750, and 
there was no limit mentioned in the bill as to the interest to be paid on the 
money so borrowed. He thought it ought not to be left in the power of the 
company to pay what interest they pleased to anybody from whom they 
borrowed money, because they might borrow from their own directors and 
shareholders, and might pay them a larger interest than the market value 
of the money, or for what they might obtain it elsewhere. Then he thought 
there ought to be a clause which would compel the company to make a fair 
arrangement as to the public lights. He thought, also, they ought to adopt 
the recommendation of the parliamentary committe2, and, while the bill of 
the Imperial Company was before Parliament, to see if they could not get a 
better illuminating power and a fairer price for their gas. Last session the 
companies consented to supply, after a certain time, 16-candle gas at 3s. 9d. 
per 1000 feet; and they might fairly ask for something a little better for the 
public than the companies themselves consented to give. For instance, it 
would be moderate if they were to ask that 16-candle gas should be supplied 
for 53, Gd. per 1000 feet. ‘The corporation proposed to supply 18-candle gas 
for 3s. 6d. ; but he quite admitted that the lighting of the parishes of Isling- 
ton, St. Pancras, and Marylebone, was very different to lighting the City of 
London. In the Companies Amalgamation Bill the illuminating power pro- 
posed was 14 candles, and the price 4s. He thought the vestry ought to tr 
to get it fixed at 16 candles for 3s. 6d. Those, then, were the objects whic 
he had;in view in desiring that the vestry should petition against the bills. 
He did not propose that the committee should have power to employ counsel, 
and he did not know even whether the vestry-clerk would require it; but 
he was quite willing to entrust the matter in the hands of that gentleman, 
as usual, to be assisted by the committee. 

Mr. Ext seconded the motion. 

Mr. Boiron thought that if a firm stand was made when the Imperial Gas 
Bill came before the committee, they would be able to get a considerable 
reduction in the price, and a considerable increase in the illuminating power 
of the gas supplied to the parish. The Imperial Company must get increased 
capital and power; it was absolutely necessary for them to go to Parliament 
under such circumstances, and their very interests would force them to give 
advantages to the public. 

Mr. Youne hoped, if the committee were appointed, they would see that 
some clause was inserted in the bill for removing impurities in the gas. The 
consumers suffered materially from the impurities of the gas, in their 
property and their persons too, and therefore he wished to impress this point 
upon their attention. 

Mr. Hitiman said the only way they could improve the gas was to 
increase the illuminating power. There was no doubt that if they got 16 or 
18 candle gas the greater portion of the impurity would be removed. 

Mr. Price wished to know what power the committee would have, 
because if they were going to embark in a parliamentary opposition, they |} 
might expend any amount of parish property, varying from £5 on the deposit 
of a bill to thousands of pounds in a fight against a rich corporation. He 
was not raising this argument in favour of the gas companies; all that he 
wanted to know was, how far the committee colt pledge the credit of the 
parish. The vestry ought to look before they gave them carte blanche in 
such an expensive matter as a parliamentary contest. He thought it was the 
Gas Committee who came to the vestry on a former occasion and asked to be 
reimbursed, they having spent a lotof money—(A Voice: £5)—and the 
complained bitterly of the vestry not allowing them what they had expended. 
(Mr. Hittman: They were the gas delegates.) As there was some difficulty 
about £5 then, what difficulty would there be about £5000 now! Of course 
the gas companies ought to be watched, but if the vestry had heavy fees to 















5 Og counsel many of the members would look savage about it. 
r. Bontems said the committee did not intend to employ any counsel 
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whatever. They would be satisfied with entrusting the matter in the hands 
of their clerk, and they did not intend to pay him even anything extra. He 
did not see how the opposition could cost the parish a large sum of money. 

Mr. HiziMan said that he certainly felt humiliated in having, as one of 
the gas delegates, to come to the vestry and ask to be repaid the money they 
had expended. If it had not been paid by the vestry, the delegates would 
have borne the expense themselves. As one of the proposed committee, he 
should like to know whether, if any expense was incurred, the vestry in- 
tended to pay it. . 

Mr. Price did not object to the appointment of the committee, but would 
not like an expensive parliamentary contest. 

Mr. West complained of the disappearance of members from their seats 
now that this matter was brought before them. If there had been any 
individual interest to be pr ted, the benches would have been filled; but 
now that it was a matter which concerned the public alone, members had 
taken their departure, indifferent as to what course should be pursued, The 
public interest might go to the winds for them. 

Mr, Curriin deplored the disappearance of members, and thought it re- 
flected a great deal of discredit _ a gentlemen ran away from the vestry 
on occasions when matters of such great importance as this were called on. 
He questioned whether it would be advisable for the parish of Islington to 
take up the question in the same form that the corporation had done, and he 
was inclined to limit the committee to the expense of mere watching, as he 





as this. On the whole, he would not vote against the motion, though he 
thought it might be a question likely to involve a very serious expenditure 
of parochial money. 

r. Ext thought the vestry could not be too careful about the expense 
which they might fall into, but he wished to state that the Metropolitan 
Board of Works had had a meeting that morning, and had come to the con- 
clusion to take such measures as were shadowed forth in the Act into their 
serious consideration. Knowing that they (the vestry) were to have a 
meeting that night, and having had some notion that it had been said that 


account, he put the question to the chairman, and he (Mr. Elt) was answered 
through the clerk to the effect that the vestries might do what they liked 
independently of the board. 


course, there was no necessity for each to be specially represented at the 
committee by different counsel; they might unite and have one counsel to 
represent the whole. Each vestry ought certainly to have a locus standi 


very heavy. He apprehended that the expenses of the delegates would in 
this instance be a mere trifle. 


that evening. The benches would have been crowded had there been any- 
thing before the vestry affecting an individual interest, and members would 
have been then seen whom they would not see again probably for three 
months. Here was a question affecting the whole of the parish, and at this 
moment the vestry was not half filled. Members had taken their hats and 
walked off, and such conduct was most unseemly on their part. He would 
support Mr. Bontems’s motion, believing that the consumers of gas were 
being greatly victimized. 

Mr. Sairu did not think the resolution gave them sufficient powers. They 
proposed to avail themselves of the legal assistance only of their clerk. It 
would never do for the vestry to be under such a restriction. It was absurd 
to ask Mr. Leighton alone to get up the evidence and to lay it before the 
committee. He thought the vestry had better oppose the bill in a proper 
manner or let it alone, because it was a mere playing with the business to 
ask the clerk to get up the evidence if they wished to make any impression 
before the committee. He would, therefore, give the committee power to 
expend £100, or £50, or whatever it might be, but he would not limit them 
to any sum that was ridiculously small. If the vestry determined to do so, 
they would please omit his name. 

Mr. Botton thought if a limit was put upon the expenditure it would be 
better than giving some vague appointment to their clerk. ‘The committee, 
if not restricted, might go on expending any unreasonable sum of money in 
carrying on a parliamentary contest with the gas company. 

The CLERK said the question, being a financial one, ought to have been 
placed on the agenda, and discussed by the whole board. He understood 
that Mr. Bontems did not wish to carry out the matter further than to 
appoint a committee. They certainly would not incur £100 or £10, as far 
as he knew of. 

Mr. Carr.in said it would be better that no definite sum of money should 
be mentioned. The vestry had already adopted a certain course with regard 
| to the metropolitan tramways, and the same steps might be taken with 

respect to the gas bills. Both oppositions were in the general interest, and 
| he did not see a greater impropriety in expending money in one case than 
in the other, 
Mr. W. Dennis hoped the matter would be settled some way or other, so 
that the vestry would not again see the miserable exhibition of gentlemen 
|| going to the committee and having to pay the expenses themselves. 

The CuERK said that this opposition would be different to the former one. 
In this instance the opposition would be conducted the same as it would be 
against a railway company. The delegates would now take action by a vote 
of the vestry. 

Mr. TrwEWELL wished to be informed whether the vestry intended to 
limit the committee or to carry on the opposition by employing counsel. He 
thought there might be a difficulty in inducing vestrymen who were absent 

| to agree to the expense, and therefore he thought they ought to come to 
; Some conclusion not to expend more than a positive sum—say £50. 








mittee might come to a dead lock altogether. 
appointed, and the expenses might not, after all, exceed 40s. 
expense, 
r. Moxon trusted that no limit would be named, for, if it was, the 
hands of the committee would be tied. What would the Imperial Company 
care about a £100 opposition? They would know very well it was only a 
flash in the pan, and that nothing serious was intended. 


which the vestry could consider whether it was desirable to press it forward, 
and they could then ascertain what the expense would be. 


St. Pancras. The business was watched by the solicitor to the parish, and 
it was only one day that it was found to be necessary to employ counsel, and 








Board of Works.—The motion was then adopted. 


| the adoption of a resolution, by a majority of twenty to seven, distinctly affirming | 


thought the Board of Works ought to take upon themselves such a question | 


if the Metropolitan Board of Works took action against the bill it would be | 
the means of precluding the vestries from doing the same on their own | 


Mr. Curriin thought that if all the vestries were likely to take the same . 


before the committee, and if such was the case the expense could not be | 


’ | power to take such steps as will best provide for insertion in them of clauses 
Mr. Fuiier thought the vestry presented a somewhat miserable figure | 


| was in order that the board might be enabled so to act that he had been led} 


| The board must remember that there was in existence an Act of Parliament 

The CLERK said that if the opposition went on from day to day it would | 

| be impossible to say what the expense would be. If it was limited the com- | 
The committee might be 


fr. TrIMEWELL still urged for some definite conclusion in regard to the | 


1 | made out—— 
Mr. BRADFIELD said the better plan would be to present a petition, after 


Mr. BontEms agreed with the last speaker. That course was taken by | 


they engaged the same gentleman who was employed by the Metropolitan | 


METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS. 
RESIGNATION OF MR. DOULTON, M.P. 

At the Weekly Meeting of the Board, on Friday, the 21st inst., 

The Cuairman (Sir John Thwaites) said that he had received a letter 
from Mr. Doulton, M.P., resigning his seat at the board, which the clerk 
would read to the meeting. 

The CiErk read the letter, as follows :— 


To the Chairman of the Metropolitan Board of Works. : 

Dear Sir John,—It is now nearly nine months since | intimated my intention of 
resigning my position as a member of the Metropolitan Board of Works, in conse- 
quence of my many other engagements not permitting me to give the time neces- 
sary for the discharge of the duties of that office. I was, however, at that time 
informed that rumours prejudicial to my character and position were being circu- 
lated, which induced me to delay my resignation pending an inquiry into the truth | 
of these rumours, to which inquiry I not*only assented, but earnestly desired, and | 
even demanded. | 

The Metropolitan Board of Works solemnly undertook such investigation, in| 
which they have been engaged during the past three months, arriving at length at 





that the statements affecting me have not been proved. This conclusion, however, | 
is so unsatisfactory, both for the board and myself, that it appears to me there is| 
but one course open for me to pursue—viz., to take such proceedings as I may 
be advised, before a properly constituted legal tribunal, as will more clearly and | 
emphatically disprove the allegations brought against me. | 
Your board, however, having terminated the inquiry so far as I am concerned, I} 
now revert to my original intention, and beg herewith to resign my position as a 
member of the Metropolitan Board of Works, i h as my engag nts during | 
the time which has elapsed have not only not di hed, but id 
increased. } 
It only remains for me to acknowledge the courtesy and consideration which have | 
been extended to me by a large majority of the members of the board during my | 
connexion with that body, and to assure you that although my official relations with | 
the board now cease, I shall always have pleasure, whether in the House of Com-| 
mons or elsewhere, in promoting the varied and important interests committed to 
your charge.—I am, dear Sir John, very faithfully yours, | 
75, Chester Square, Feb. 18, 1868. 
The letter was ordered to be entered on the minutes. 
Mr. Rocue handed in a communication from the vestry of Paddington, 
enclosing a resolution to the effect that, in the opinion of the vestry, the 
discussion which took place at the board on the 3rd of January, when it 
was determined to borrow £350,000 on security of the rates, ought not to 
have occurred with closed doors; and, on the motion of Mr. Rocug, it was 
ordered to be entered on the minutes, as usual. 


THE GAS BILLS BEFORE PARLIAMENT. 
Mr. CoLuinson then brought forward the motion of which he had given 
notice, as follows :—‘* That it be referred to a committee of this board to 
watch the several gas bills introduced into Parliament this session, with 








ably | 


Frep. Dovitox. 
| 
| 


to protect the public interest, and ensure the adoption of the recommendia- 
tions of the select committee of the House of Commons of last session.” 
Mr. Collinson said it had been thought desirable by some members of the} 
board that the same course should be pursued this as had been taken last} 
year with reference to watching the various bills before Parliament, and it| 


to bring forward his motion. e would therefore move that a committee| 
be elected for the purpose of watching the bills before Parliament. 

Mr. Wuire seconded the motion. 

Mr. Bincoop asked if the committee would have power to confer with the| 
gas companies and other persons who might have influence in these matters, 
in order that terms might be agreed upon, without fighting them in the 
Parliament committee-room—i.c., if the companies went on with their bill, 
which he thought was doubtful, because they were by no means, as he 
understood, in love with it. It was only the movement party amongst the 
gas companies—those who were inclined to be liberal towards the public— 
that were represented by the bill. Just that class, and that class only, were 
represented; but there was a larger class amongst the proprietors of gas 
companies who said, *‘ Let well alone; let us get our 10 per cent. as long 
as we can: what do we care for the public?”’ In contradistinction to that 
class of persons was the class, who said that such a course was mere folly, 
and who wished to benefit the public as much as they could. Now, he 
wished to know if the committee or the board could not have power to 
arrange a conference with the gas companies, with the object of seeing 
whether or not terms could be arranged that would be fair towards the con- 
sumers and fair towards the companies as well. He believed that if the 
matter was conducted wisely something like £100,000 a year could be ob- 
tained from the gas companies for the privilege of being allowed to break 
up the streets of the metropolis, and that such a sum could be well applied 
to the purpose of street improvements. The board wanted money badly 
enough, and scarcely knew where to lay their hands upon it; and therefore 
if the committee were prepared to open a conference with the gas companies 
he would be ready to support the motion for its appointment. 

Mr. BrusHFIELD said that, if he had not known to the contrary, he 
should have thought that his friend, Mr. Collinson, had some private ani- 
mosity against the gas companies of the metropolis, or wished to gain some 
connection with them; but, knowing his friend’s uprightness and integrity | 
of purpose, he could not think for a moment that such was the case. Now, 
he agreed with some of the observations of Mr. Bidgood, and believed that 
if there were any gas companies who thought nothing about the consumers, 
and only of their 10 per cent., they were the greatest fools in existence, | 
because he was quite satisfied that the public would resent such a proceeding 
on their part. As far as he knew anything of the management of gas com- 
panies, he was satisfied there was no such desire; at least, there was none 
on the part of those with whom he was acquainted. He was sure that those 
with whom he dealt wished that their consumers should have fair play. 


which secured to the public all that they would ever get. And if the gas 
companies were bound by that Act, surely it was something in their favour 
when, during the seven or eight years it had been in existence, not a single 
enalty, out of the numerous ones which were imposed by that Act, had 
een pressed for and obtained. (A Voice: There is a good reason why.) 
He (Mr. Brushfield) did not know any reason himself; but he recollected 
that they, as a board, were under an Act of Parliamant as well, and the 
public knew very well what they were doing,” and would soon protest 
against any extraordinary proceeding on their part. If a case was), 


The CuatrMan: The question before the board was aye or no—whether| 
the board would appoint a committee similar to the one that was appointed 
last year. There was nothing before the board as to revision or amalgama- | 
tion, or anything else; but the question was whether the board should be 
represented by a committee, whose duty it would be to watch the proceed-! 
ings of gas companies before Parliament. } 

Mr. BrusHPIetD: But the latter portion of the resolution was “to ensure} 
the adoption of the recommendations of the select committee of the House| 





























— 


156 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


(Mar. 3, 1868. 





of Commons of last session.’’ (A Vorce: Leave that out, then.) What had 
they to do with that? If the board wished to do anything let them do it 
fairly and honestly, but not to be everlastingly pitching at the gas com- 
panies. Why did not they go to the match-makers and milk-sellers as well as 
the gas companies? He “+ the gas companies did their duty fairly to 
the public, and he did not like to hear of them being continually found 
fault with. Why should the board interfere, so long as the companies were 
obliged to work under an Act of Parliament ? 

Mr, H. L. Taytor thought the Act was satisfactory to nobody but the com- 
4 panies; it was, in fact, all on one side. The object of the board was to 
{obtain something that would be a little more beneficial to the general public, 
and on that account the committee had been previously appointed. There 
was room, no doubt, for considerable amendment. It had been said that 
the Act imposed penalties on the gas companies for any infringement of 
their duty, and so it might; but there had always been the greatest diffi- 
culty in recovering them. He remembered a case which was heard at the 
Mansion House, where a charge was laid against a gas er for viola- 
tion of the Act of Parliament, but there were so many difficulties in the 
way of getting a conviction that it was withdrawn altogether. There was 
no chance of a conviction in such cases; at the same time the Act was a 
difficult one to carry out. The object of the board, therefore, in appointing 
a committee, was to endeavour to serve the public without damaging the 
interests of the gas companies. They wanted both good gas and gas at a 
fair price, but not to be trammelled with that 10 per cent. dividend, for 
that was a thing of no use to the public at all. A gas company might be as 
extravagant as they pleased—extravagant in everything connected with 
their management—and yet they would receive their 10 per cent. He had 
heard of an instance where the directors thought it so good a thing that 
they had doubled their own fees. Such had been the case in one of the 
thost respectable—at least, they were all respectable—of the gas companies 
of the metropolis. It was, therefore, desirable that some alteration should 
take place in the law, in order that the public might be benefited. There 
was plenty of room for it, and the board would do wisely in pressing its 
views on the committee of the House at the proper time. 

Mr. Le Breton would move, as an amendment, the omission of the 
latter part of the resolution, in order that the committee might not be 
bound to ensure ry er at all. 

The amendment having been seconded, 

Mr. Ruz said it seemed to him that the board had been pursuing a sort of 
hostile course towards the public in connexion with this case, inasmuch as 
all the expenses of the board were not only paid by the gas consumers but 
by the ratepayers as well. By the action which the board had already 
taken, they seemed to be prolonging the present price of gas rather than of 
reducing it, and therefore he suggested that some notice should be taken 
of the hint that had been thrown out by Mr. Bidgood. 

The CHarrman: The suggestion merely is that the matter be referred to 
a committee, 

Mr. CoLttnson said that as his friend, Mr. Brushfield, had questioned 
his feeling towards the gas companies, and had alluded to his always stirring 
them up, he begged to say that he had no interest whatever in bringing 
forward his motion except that of serying the public, believing that until 
some action was taken they would never reach the point at which they 
ought to arrive in order that they might derive the advantage to whic 
they were entitled. He would, therefore, not be deterred in taking any 
steps which he believed would conducive to their interests. He was not 
influenced by any gas company, but simply thought that he had a duty 
towards the public which he ought to perform. All that he wished was 
that a committee might be appointed, so that if the board would consent to 
that, he would withdraw his motion in favour of the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN: Will you name the committee ? 

Mr. CoLuinson would suggest the same committee as last year. 

The CHatrman: Then that will be a committee of the whole board. 

The amendment was then carried nem, dis. 

MR. ROCHE AND THE CONTRACTORS. 

Mr. LE Breton said that, before he proceeded to call the attention of the 
board to the resolution which stood in his name on the agenda paper, he 
wished to know whether Mr. Roche would prefer addressing the board; if so, 
he was willing to defer his motion until after that gentleman had had an 
opportunity of doing so. 
fr. Roce said that he had to answer a charge which had been brought 
against him by the late member for Lambeth (Mr. Doulton), but he per- 
ceived that that gentleman was not present to substantiate it in any way. 
|The charge, they must remember, was a deliberate one, that he (Mr. Roche) 
|had promised to vote for Mr. Furness, if he entered into a certain contract 
with their board, and which he (Mr. Roche) completely denied at the time. 
|If the motion was brought forward he should, of necessity, enter into a full 
jand detailed explanation with reference to the matter; on the other hand, 
|if the board thought that the charge was one which concerned his (Mr. 
| Roche’s) constituents, and that it was for them to express an opinion, he 
would bow to their decision and not trouble the board with any statement 
| whatever; of course, reserving to himself the privilege of making a state- 
‘ment to his constituents, who were, after all, the proper persons to judge of 
|his conduct. The motion of the honourable member for Hampstead stated 
| some facts, but contained opinions that were not based on favts, whilst it left 
jout other facts which were of themselves very material, as likely to alter 
;the complexion that had been put on the case. If the board wished it, he 
was quite prepared to go into the matter fully. 

Mr. Le Breton said that it was his intention to proceed with the motion, 
and to state the reasons why he did so, It seemed to him that though the 
constituents of his friend, Mr. Roche, were very much concerned in the 
matter, they (the board) were equally concerned, and, perhaps, more so, for 
when charges were brought against the board, and allusions made to ‘‘ jobs 
and jobberies,”’ it was high time they were properly met, cr they, as a board, 
would soon cease to exist ; therefore they ought to do all they could to clear 
themselves of the imputations that were cast upon them, and to fix the 
guilt upon those who really ought to bear it. He did not know what was 
meant when persons talked of “‘jobbery,” and he did not think that the 
matter then before the board was any definition of it. He took a “job” 
to mean the serving oneséff at the expense of the public. That was not the 
case here; but the ay against Mr. Roche was, that he had interfered 
with a contractor; that he went to that contractor and either asked him or 
got him to sign an agreement to purchase stone on certain terms from a 
certain company; that he (Mr. Roche) acted on that special occasion as the 
agent or solicitor of that company; and that while the contract was pend- 
ing, and the matter was under discussion by that board, he obtained a 
similar agreement from another person named Ridley, the question then 
being, whether Mr. Furness or Mr. Ridley would be employed as a con- 
tractor by that board, He (Mr. Le Breton) called attention to the evidence 
given by Mr. Furness in regard to this matter, and to the letter which had 











been sent to Mr. Doulton, and said that he did not mean to rely entirely 
upon Mr. Furness’s statement in regard to a matter which happened three 
or four years ago, as it was evident that Mr. Furness had made several mis- 
takes in various matters, whether from infirmity of memory or from any 
other cause he did not know. Mr. Roche did not, he dare say, take the pre- 
caution of locking the door when the signature was obtained from Mr. 
Furness; he did not suppose there was any necessity for it, at least Mr. 
Roche denied it, and they were bound to accept his denial. Mr. Roche also 
denied that he promised to support Mr. Furness, and that denial he (Mr. 
Le Breton) was also willing to take. The alleged agreement was to the effect 
that, in the event of his (Mr. Furness) obtaining the contract for the Thames 
Embankment, he would purchase of the Lundy Granite Company the stone 
that would be required, at 4s. 74d. per cubic foot, and that in case any differ- 
ence should arise the matter should be left to the determination of Mr. 
Doulton as a referee. Now, it would be found that to the Lundy Granite 
Company it did not signify which contract was accepted, because they had 
taken the precaution to obtain a similar agreement from Mr. Ridley, the 
other contractor. It was quite clear that neither Mr. Doulton nor Mr, 
Roche took any _ in voting upon those contracts. 

Mr. Rocue: I beg your pardon. 

Mr. Le Breton: Well, in voting in favour of Mr. Furness. 

Mr. Evans: Mr. Roche has stated that he voted in favour of Mr. Ridley. 

Mr. Lz Breton: There was an agreement to purchase stone from both 
of the contractors. He thought there could be little doubt that the reason 
why the Lundy Granite Company and their officers applied to Mr. Roche in 
the matter was, not because he was a solicitor, but because he was a member 
of that board. He was not the solicitor of the company ; their regular 
solicitor resided in the country, and no doubt, like any other country 
solicitor, he required to have an agent in London. But stiil, the document 
was of that simple character that it hardly required the legal knowledge of 
a solicitor to prepare it. It was a mere note to the effect that, in the event 
of his taking the contract, he would purchase the stone of the granite com- 
pany. There was no doubt that Mr. Roche was engaged by the company 
on account of his supposed influence with the board; that he undertook the 
duty at the time the contract was under consideration, and he solicited the 
parties to purchase stone from them. Under those circumstances he thought 
there was not a member of that board but would feel that a certain pressure 
had been put upon the contractors in order that the granite company might 
obtain the order for the stone. He did not consider that that was a grave 
misdemeanor, but it was a line of conduct which, if continued, would be 
likely to be very prejudicial to the interests of their board, and likely to 
have a very bad effect upon the minds of contractors, as leading them to 
think that there were members who were open to other than the public 
interests. His friend, Mr. Bidgood, had given notice of another motion, to 
which he could not quite agree. It was to the effect that, if any member 
of their board interfered with a contractor or his sureties, he should cease to 
bea member. Now, Mr. Roche was not interested in the contract at all ; 
he merely acted professionally, and was to be paid in a professional way for 
his services, He, therefore, quite acquitted Mr. Roche of those little accusa- 
tions which were stated by Mr. Furness, but would say that the interference 
with a contractor in a matter then pending before the board, was in itself 
very reprehensible. It therefore became the duty of the board to clear 
itself of the imputations that had been so freely cast upon it. As Mr. 
Doulton had resigned, it seemed to him to be unnecessary for them to re- 
open the question as it affected that gentleman; the board seemed to be 
unable to come to a decision one way or the other regarding it, the evidence 
being so very conflictory. But still, as Mr. Roche had admitted having 
taken some partin the matter between the contractor and the Lundy Granite 
Company, he felt constrained to bring forward his motion, which would 
stand as follows :—‘‘ That it is proved that Mr. Roche, acting on behalf of 
the Lundy Granite Company, obtained from Mr. Furness a written agree- 
ment to purchase from that company the stone which might be required on 
the Thames Embankment works for which he had made a tender, the accept- 
ance of which was then under the consideration of the board, and that Mr. 
Doulton consented to act as referee in the event of differences arising between 
the parties to such agreement. That the taking part in such matter by 
members of this board is most reprehensible, and calculated injuriously to 
affect its character.” 

Mr. Apams seconded the motion. 

Mr. Ett rose to move an amendment, arguing that, although} the 
board deprecated most strongly the taking part by any of the members in 
business or professional matters with contractors, still, as they (the board) 
had not been able to come to any specific resolution with regard to Mr. 
Doulton, he thought it would be unjust if they were to declare a verdict 
a against Mr. Roche. He therefore thought a general resolution 
ought to be adopted, deprecating any such interference, as more likely to 
meet the views which the board wished to express. He thought they ought 
to dismiss such an accusation as that about Mr. Roche locking the door or 
putting agg to his head, it being, doubtless, mere imagination on the 
omg of Mr. Furness; and, with respect to the promise which it was said 

fr. Roche made to support him, he (Mr. Elt) had searched the minutes 
through, and had come to the conclusion that, if Mr. Roche did give such a 
ee to Mr. Furness he certainly did not keep it, but that, as in duty 

ound, he voted for Mr. Ridley. He dare say that Mr. Roche thought it 
would have been much better if he had had nothing whatever to do with it ; 
but still, as the transaction had taken place, he would not go further into it, 
but would move as an amendment—* That the board extremely regrets that 
any of its members should have taken part, in business or professional tran- 
sactions, with contractors of the board, in matters connected with its con- 
tracts; and strongly deprecates such conduct as calculated to affect inju- 
riously the character of the board in public estimation.” 
Mr. BRookEr seconded the amendment. 
Mr. SHAw considered it was time the matter was settled either one way 
or the other. The board had brought considerable calumny upon them- 
selves, and had placed themselves before the public in a most unpleasant 
position. He had always been in favour of an open inquiry, and, now 
—— had been given to all the facts connected with the proceedings, he 

oped Mr. Roche would go to Paddington and tender his resignation, and 
rs again to take the verdict of his constituents on the course he had 
taken. 

After a few words from, Mr. Hows, who thought the;better course would 
be to move “ the previous question,” 

Mr. Rocue rose to reply to the motion of Mr. Le Breton. He said that 
the honourable member having placed the resolution on the paper and chal- 
lenged the opinion of the board upon it, he (Mr. Roche) certainly felt bound 
to enter into a full and detailed statement with regard to any transactions he 
might have taken in the matter. The board, he said, were aware that cer- 
tain accusations of a most serious character had been made in evidence 








against the late member for Lambeth, and. that it was expected when the 
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board assembled in November last that he (the honourable member for 
agg would have given to those oy a flat denial and contradiction. 
Mr. Doulton, however, did not give that denial, but asked that the matter 
j might be referred toa committee, and a general feeling of dissatisfaction 
arose with regard to such a course being adopted. He (Mr. Roche) said at 
the time that any inquiry which the board might make would be in itself 
very unsatisfactory, inasmuch as they had no power to compel the introduc- 
tion of documents or order the attendance of persons to give evidence. 
Looking back to that time, and considering what had passed, he thought 
the board would be unanimously of opinion that if the late member for 
Lambeth had taken the course which it was suggested he should take at the 
time, the board would have been relieved of a great deal of anxiety and care. 
He (Mr. Roche) made no attack upon the late member for Lambeth, but 
simply asked at the time that he, from his seat at that board, should give 
such charges a most distinct denial. Instead of giving a denial, as it was 


in somewhat virulent language, every member of the board who on the pre- 
vious occasion had expressed anything like a candid or independent opinion 
on the matter, and then it was that he brought a charge against him (Mr. 


There could be no mistake about it, as he (the honourable member for Lam- 
beth) stated distinctly that he had seen Mr. Furness, and that Mr. Furness 
had told him that he had given evidence, and that that evidence related 
to him (Mr. a" and the Lundy Granite Company. Now, that accusation 
he (Mr. Roche) believed had been proved to the satisfaction of every mem- 
ber of that board to be utterly and entirely false. That there was 
not one word of truth in that statement, the notes of the shorthand writer 
and the letters from Mr. Linklater clearly proved. The late member for 
Lambeth, in committee, expressed his regret for having made that state- 
ment; but it behoves every one who came to that board and made an 
assertion on the faith or the testimony of a gentleman like Mr. Furness, to 
be prepared to substantiate it. He might state that the late member for 
Lambeth never gave him the least intimation that he intended to make that 
charge, or ever asked him whether it was true or false, but brought it for- 
ward without the least intimation whatever. Now, what was the charge 
which he had so deliberately made? That Mr. Furness wrote the letter he 
did not doubt, but he was satisfied that he never composed it. That letter 
stated that the only way in which Mr. Doulton was connected with the 
matter was, that he entered the room after the contract was signed, and was 
then informed that he was made a referee. But was that a fact? (Mr. 
Roche here referred to the evidence of Mr. Furness for the purpose of dis- 
roving the statement contained in the letter.) In answer to the chairman, 

r. Furness said that Mr. Doulton had nothing to do with the agreement 
for the supply of granite, directly or indirectly, and that he was willing for 
his evidence to be tested by the accuracy of this one statement in particular. 
Well, en a letter was shown to Mr. Furness, dated November, 
1863, which he had addressed to the chairman of the company, which he 
—_ Roche) would read to the board. (The letter stated that Mr. Furness 
ound that the schedule of prices which had been sent to him agreed with 
the price of 4s, 7}d., but that Mr. Doulton promised at the time he signed 
the agreement that it should be 5 per cent. less, as had been agreed on 
before the contract was sent in, at that he promised also to arrange this 
before he went away.) Now, the board would see there was an inaccuracy 
, between the statement of Mr. Furness and the letter, because in the letter 
it was stated that Mr. Doulton promised the price of the stone should be 5 
|| per cent. less, thus showing that the honourable member for Lambeth had, 
||1n fact, negotiated with the Lundy Granite Company. After this, he was 
not surprised that honourable members should be dissatisfied with the evi- 
dence given by Mr. Furness, who, when asked to explain, said, ‘Oh! I 
meant your name, and not Mr. Doulton’s.’”” Mr. Furness still denied that 
the late member for Lambeth had in any way negotiated with the Lundy 
Granite Company, but when he was subsequently interrogated, his answer 
was, ‘* Well, if Mr. Doulton did say it, he never had my authority—he did 
it without my a without my sanction.” Well, what did Mr. 
Doulton himself say? He said that he did use his influence with Mr. Fur- 
ness for him to take the granite, if it could be got at a fair price. He (Mr. 
Roche) could show the board that Mr. Doulton was the whole and sole nego- 
tiator, and having proceeded so far, it certainly was strange that the late 
honourable member for Lambeth should have adopted the course he did. It 
was clear that the company never had any communication with Mr. Furness, 
except through Mr. Doulton, and this was confirmed by the letters from the 
secretary, and also from those of Mr. J. M‘Kenna. 
that the late honourable member for Lambeth had misled the board by say- 
ing that he had nothing to do with the contract, and that it was their duty 
to ee an opinion as to whether the charge against him had been 
proved or not, and not to look to a statement of facts, as suggested by 
the member 
vee | oe of the resolution that had been placed upon the paper. He 
would ask why all reference to Mr. Doulton had been omitted? Not 
only had the mover left out facts, but he had stated things which 
were contrary to facts. Mr. Roche then proceeded to give his own 
version of the affair as far as he could remember, it being, he said, upwards 
of four years and a half ago. He said the impression was that Mr. Ridley’s 
contract would be accepted. They (Mr. Roche’s firm) received instructions 
to prepare the contract between him and the company—(A Voice: Ac- 
cepted, subject to inquiries.)—and it was sent to them for signature. 
Now, all that he did was to act professionally in the matter, and was it to 
be said that a professional gentleman, a member of that board, was to decline 
acting for a client, simply because that client might have some transactions 
with a contractor of their board? He might at once say that he would not 
submit to such a restriction, but should consider himself justified in acting 
on behalf of any client, either in suing a contractor, or preparing any con- 
tract on his (the client’s) part if he so instructed him. As far as he recol- 
lected, the instructions were that, as Mr. Furness was prepared to enter 
into a contract, he should sign the same as Mr. Ridley had done, and that 
an appointment should be made to meet him at the office of the board ac- 
cordingly. On his (Mr. Roche’s) arrival there, he found the two gentlemen 
in conversation, and then his first introduction to Mr. Furness took place. 
Mr. Doulton said: ‘ This is Mr. Roche,” and he (Mr. Roche) at once asked 
Mr. Furness to go into a room, and there he produced the contract which 
Mr. Ridley had entered into with the company. He (Mr. Roche) was under 
the impression that the whole matter had been arranged and settled; he 
considered that the contract was a fair one, and it was written out accord- 
ingly. As far as he (Mr. Roche) was concerned, it was a mere business 
transaction and nothing more. He would distinctly deny that he ever made 
any promise to support Mr, Furness, because at that time he believed that 
the entire matter had been settled. Had he been weak enough to make such 





a promise, he certainly should have been honourable enough to fulfil it; but 
nothing of the kind, he assured them, occurred. If he was to be judged, he 











expected he would do, the honourable member for Lambeth began to assail, 
| and properly to make sure of the other; but instead of the board agree- 


| 
| 
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Roche), and in a spirit of vindictiveness he said that he had been concerned | (Mr. Roche) supported that amendment; so that he thought it effectually | 
in some way or other in suppressing evidence that Mr. Furness had given. | disposed of any supposition that he voted in any way in the interest of the} 





Mr. Roche contended ' 


for Hampstead. He (Mr. Roche) had very good reason to | 





asked that it might be on the evidence of truth, and that the verdict might 
be recorded in the published proceedings of that court; but he objected to 
being judged by the vindictive slander of a gentleman who had given his 
evidence in a malicious manner. Mr. Roche recited what took place when 
the proposition was made that Mr. Ridley’s contract should be accepted, and 
said that he seconded that Sao within five minutes of the time when 
it was stated that he gave his promise to vote for Mr. Furness, and that he 

ded that proposition in the presence of the late member for Lambeth, 
who did not vote on that occasion at all. He would ask any person having 
an unprejudiced mind what he thought of such an accusation, when this 
fact was taken into consideration. The resolution, or rather amend- 
ment, the board would remember, was lost, and then a motion was made 
that Mr. Ridley’s contract should not be accepted, and again he (Mr. 
Roche) voted against it, and in favour of his having the contract as 
before. Mr. Ridley was thus disposed of, and one string of the bow 
having gone, there was then an opportunity for him (Mr. Roche) fairly 





ing to accept Mr. Furness’s contract, another amendment was made, that 
fresh advertisements should be issued for new tenders for the work, and he 





Lundy Granite Company. The member for Hampstead had stated that the! 
reason why the Lundy Granite Company employed him was because he was) 
a member of that board. Now, that was incorrect, and he would challenge 
that gentleman to produce the slightest evidence to support it. He hap-| 
pened to be connected with the gentleman who had been the adviser of the 
company from the time of its formation, and he had no hesitation in saying | 
that, if that gentleman had been a resident in London, he would have under- | 
taken the matter himself. It was clear, therefore, that he was not employed | 
because he was a member of that board. He could convince all unprejudiced | 
minds that, so far as he was concerned in the transaction, it did not affect a 
single vote that he had given at that board; and he wished distinctly to} 
state this, because it had been said that he had sacrificed the interests of the! 
public to the interests of those who had employed him, He had sacrificed 
neither the one nor the other. It had been said that he obtained the agree- | 
ment between Mr. Furness and the Lundy Granite Company. Now, he} 
wanted to know whether a gertleman who acted professionally in a case| 
like this could be said to obtain the agreement; if so, it might be said that| 
every contract which was put into legal shape in a solicitor’s office was | 
obtained by the solicitor. The member for Hampstead would have them} 
believe that he was the only person who was concerned in obtaining that | 
contract, and he would ask the board whether they considered his motion al 
fair statement of facts. He contended that he had a right to ask the board 
to negative it. If the board were called upon to consider anything, he 
asked that it might be a statement of facts as they had occurred. He must 
say that he should have preferred that the late member for Lambeth, having 
made those charges against him, should have delayed his resignation until 
his (Mr. Roche’s) matter was before the board, because it was possible that 
he might have got the honourable member’s consent to read a letter which} 
was marked “‘ Private,’’ and so could not be read without it. He wished to 
state that he had no recollection of having held any conversation with the 
honourable member for Lambeth, relative to the Lundy Granite Company 
and Mr. Furness, before he met him, on the morning in question, on the 
steps of the board-room. The charges had been made against him, as he 
had said, in a spirit of maliciousness, because he supposed that he (Mr. i’ur- 
ness) conceived that he had done him an injury. And why? Simply be- 
cause he (Mr. Roche) had performed a public duty at that board. Mr. Roche 
then alluded to the difficulties under which Mr, Furness laboured, financially 
speaking ; to his inability to meet his bills, and so forth; and to his being 
obliged to employ a financial agent at an enormous rate. In conclusion, 
Mr. Roche said that he should treat the statements made against him with 
the utmost contempt; and he thought he might fairly leave the matter to 
be dealt with by the board as it thought fit. It was his intention to go 
before his constituents, and take such a course as to them might appear 
correct; and to them alone he was responsible. He could not help reiterating 
his opinion that the matter had been brought before that board with con- 
siderable bitterness of feeling, and that charges had been made against him 
which were utterly devoid of truth. 

No might nor greatness in mortality 

Can censure ’scape; back-wounding calumny 

The whitest virtue strikes. What king so strong 

Can tie the gale up in the sland’rous tongue? 





Mr. Lz Breton: Before Mr. Roche leaves the room, I wish to make a 
suggestion to him. 

Mr. Rocue (with warmth) : I will listen to no suggestion. 

Mr. Le Breton: Then I will not make it. 

Mr. TuRNER hoped that the board, after the manly explanation of Mr. 
Roche, would not adopt Mr. Le Breton’s motion, which he characterized as 
one of great severity. Still, he did not think it was well that a member of 
their board should allow himself to be engaged professionally for a client, 
when it affected a contract between that client and the board. He thought 
that, though Mr. Roche had taken a course which was objectionable, yet 
they ought to acquit him of all blame, The board were, nevertheless, bound 
to let the public know that they had fully and fairly entered into the 
charges, and with this object he would move, as a further amendment— 
*¢ That this board are of opinion that the charge against Mr. Roche, of having 
promised to support Mr. Furness in his application for the embankment 
contract, on condition of Mr. Furness contracting to take the granite he 
might require from the Lundy Granite Company, is destitute of foundation ; 
that the only connexion of Mr. Roche with the transaction consists in his 
having, in his character of a solicitor — by the Lundy Company, 
drawn up and obtained the signature of Mr. Furness to a contract to take 
his granite from that company, in pursuance of an arrangement previously 
made with the company by Mr. Doulton; that the course taken by Mr. 
Roche was not intended by him to operate, and did not, in fact, operate, in 
any way, to the prejudice of the public interests; that such course is, never- 
theless, objectionable in itself, inasmuch as any connexion whatever, whether 
of a business or a professional character, between a member of the board and 
a party who has contracted or is in treaty for a cpntract with the board, in 
reference to the subject-matter of such contract or treaty, is caleulated to 
shake the confidence of the public in the integrity of its proceedings.” 

Mr. LeGGeE seconded the amendment. 

A long desultory discussion ensued, and ultimately Mr. Le Breton con- 
sented to withdraw his motion in favour of the pomenn, Romy 

Mr. Ett objected to both motion and amendment. 

Mr. Brncoop said that, after the manly explanation made by Mr. Roche, 
he felt bound to withdraw the motion which he had placed on the paper in 
the following terms :—‘‘ That the spirit, if not the letter, of the Metropolis 
Local Management Act, 18 & 19 Vic., cap. 54, has been violated by we 
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Doulton and Mr. Roche, two of the members of this board, as appears by the 
investigation which has been made by a committee of the board; by Mr. 
Doulton, in having negotiated the terms of the suretyship between Mr. 
Furnesa and his sureties, and by consenting to act as referee between the 
Lundy Granite Company and Mr. Furness, the contractor; by Mr. Roche, in 
acting (in this instance) as the solicitor of the Lundy Granite Company, and 
obtaining from Mr. Ridley and Mr. Furness agreements to use the granite of 
the Lundy Granite Company, acceptance of either tender was still under 
consideration. That pa interference by members of this board, between 
the contractor and his sureties, or the sources of supply of materials, cannot 
be too strongly condemned, and it is the opinion wd the board that such 
members ought to resign their seats at this board,” 

This motion was consequently withdrawn. 

Mr. Runtz thought that every member of the board sincerely regretted 
that any transaction of the kind had occurred, and he felt bound to support 
the amendment. 

Mr. Ricnarpson denied that Mr. Roche had been guilty of anything 
wrong. Honourable members had frequently supplied the board with goods 
| belonging to their business. Mr. Roche had merely acted professionally, as 
he submitted he had a perfect right todo. Mr. Elt’s motion did not iden- 
tify any person, but left it blank; it was merely a deprecatory motion, and 
He would support Mr. Turner’s amendment 
as far as the first three clauses went, but could not consent to the fourth, 
which he looked upon as unsatisfactory, reflecting, as it did, upon Mr. 
Roche’s character as an honourable man. Though Mr. Roche might not 
have done that which was expedient or wise, he thought they could not 
blame him, and altogether it was a matter more for the constituents of that 
gentleman than for that board. If Mr. Turner’s amendment was pressed in 
its entirety, he should vote against it. 

The CuareMan observed that, in the case of Mr. Shepherd, timber mer- 
chant, who was a member of the board, that gentleman appealed to him as 
to whether he could accept an offer to supply one of their contractors with 
goods in which he dealt specially, adding that his partner considered it a 
hard case that, because he (Mr. Shepherd) was a member of the board, the 
firm should be debarred from the benefit of the contract that was offered to 
them, He told Mr. Shepherd that two courses were open to him—either to 
resign or to decline the contract. Mr. Shepherd accordingly resigned. 
Nothing could be more prejudicial to the board than that any member 

should supply material to a contractor. 

Mr. FREEMAN was bound to admit that Mr. Roche had, by his explana- 
tion, entirely cleared himself from the imputations cast upon him. 

Mr. CALDWELL looked upon the amendment of Mr. Elt as the most sen- 
sible one. 

Mr. Cottrnson thought the board were bound, if they wished to stand 
well with the public, to carry the amendment of Mr. Turner. It would be 
ridiculous to pass the three clauses of it without adoping the fourth as well. 
He fully acquitted Mr. Roche of any intention to do wrong, and he was 
sorry for him when he considered the great amount of inconvenience and 
pain that he had been put to. 

Mr. SaunpsErs would prefer that the purity of the board should be shown 
rather by actions than by resolutions, He wished the public to know all 
about the matter, and then they would be able to draw their own conclusions 
from it. The better plan would be to pass no resolution whatever. 

Mr. Evans thought the board ought to pass some opinion, as he did not 
share in the complete aequittal of Mr. Roche, especially after the honourable 
member’s declaration that he would not be restricted from advising a client 
because he was a member of that board. He did not say that Mr. Roche 
was in any way influenced by the contract between the contractor and the 
Lundy Granite Company, but he could not help saying that there was a 
suspicious look about it. There evidently was a perseverance on his part to 
get the contract for Mr. Ridley. He (Mr. Evans) preferred the amendment 
of Mr. Elt, as in Mr. Turner’s there was, as it were, an attempt to excuse 
him altogether. 

Mr. TurNER: Just so. 

Mr. Evans: It had a long preamble, and altogether he should be better 
content if the board adopted the simple resolution of Mr. Elt. 

Mr. Hows hoped the board had come to the last scene of this unpleasant 
drama. Some parts of it had been tragical, others sensational, but now he 
trusted the curtain would fall, and they would hear nothing more about it. 

Mr. Coox thought that Mr. Roche had merely shown an error of judg- 
ment, and they were, therefore, bound to give him the benefit of a direct 





acquittal. (Cries of.*‘ Vote, vote.’’) 

A show of hands was then taken, when there appeared— 
Forthe amendment. . . .. 18 
MOE ss tc wee wc ao ee SE 
Majority for the amendment . 12 

A division was demanded, when there appeared— 
Forthe amendment . . ... 19 
Against Me s _ © © © @ @ 7 
Majority for the amendment . 12 


Mr. Ricuarpson then moved that the last paragraph in the amendment 
be erased, contending that, as the board had not expressed any opinion with 
regard to Mr. Doulton, it would be unfair for them to do so in respect to 
Mr. Roche. 

The CHAIRMAN said that the paragraph in question was not applicable to 
either of the two gentlemen; it merely laid down a general principle. 

Mr. Hows seconded the motion, which, however, was negatived by a 
large majority, and the matter then dropped. 





Conviction oF A Gas MANAGER For WitFuL DamMaGr.—At the Poulton 
Petty Sessions, on the 17th ult., John Simpson was charged with having 
wilfully and maliciously damaged certain gas-pipes belonging to Mr. W. 
Parkinson, proprietor of the Poulton Gas-Works. The evidence was that 
the defendant, who had been for two years manager of the gas-works, left 
the service of the plaintiff on the 11th of January, and that on that day the 
gas could not be lighted in the town, although the gasometer was full. On 
examination it was found that the syphon-pipe was plugged up with tin, a 
quantity of water having been S gpeee gi J poured down it. The defendant 
was seen doing something at the spot, and no one else had access to the 
works after he left. The magistrates fined him in a penalty of 20s. and 
costs, in addition to the damage done, and in default of payment he was 
gent to prison for six weeks. 





Dr. FRANKLAND’S ANALYSIS OF THE METROPOLITAN WATERS IN 
JanvaRy, 1868.—‘ Royal College of Chemistry, Jan. 31, 1868.—Sir,—I 


have the honour to submit to you in the following table the results of the}) 


chemical examination of the waters supplied to the metropolis during the 
month of January. For the purpose of comparison I append also the results 


yielded by Loch Katrine water, as supplied to Glasgow, and by waters), 





supplied to the towns of Lancaster, Manchester, Leicester, and Preston, when 
submitted to the same analytical processes :— 
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Thames. | |Cent. | | | | 
Chelsea. .,.../Jan.21—Cab Rank,| we i: 
|_ Horse Guards ..| 7°2 | 29°2 |-353/-058) -339 |-001 -339, 3080 '15°4 
West Middle- 'Jan.21—Cab Rank, | a Be eee 
ee Portland Road . .| 8°0 | 31°4 |+271|-027| +367 |-001/-395, 3360 '17-3 
Southwark & Jan. 21—Barclay’s| | | | | } 
Vauxhall..| Brewery ....... 7°7 | 82°2 |-485 061 +323 |-001 “385, 2920 |17°5 
Grand Junc-|Jan.20—Cab Rank,| ee = 
canons | Woodstock St...| 6°6 | 31°5 |-545/-031, -366 |-000|-397, 3340 |19°7 
Lambeth ....'Jan.21—CabRank,) =| |_| a: 
Lambeth Road, .| 7°2 | 30°4 |+542|-062 -336 |-002\-400! 3050 |16-5 
Other Sources | } | | | 
New River. .| Jan.21—Cab Rank, fe Bike 
| Tottenham Ct.Rd.} 8-0 | 30°2 |-115,-014 -361 |*001)-376) 3300 |20°5 
East London, Jan. 22 — Slater’s,) | | | | 
Old Ford Road .| 6-4 | 36°0 |-147,"024 -307 |-001)-332) 2760 [22-8 
Kent........ Jan.23—Deptfoord =| || | 
Railway Station. 7-2 | 44°8 |"064)-013, -408 001/422) 3770 26-2) 
Loch Katrine |Feb.—Glasgow ...| | 3°28|"256):008 -031 |-002)-041 0 | 0°3 
Lancaster .. .|Sept.—Lancaster . 3°54|°157| 001 036 |-001'-038! 50 | 0-1 
Manchester. .|Nov.—Manchester | | 6°8 |-242/-026) -001 |-001/-028; 0 | 2°7 
Leivester ....|Nov.—Leieester ..| | 28°7 |°506|-020 001 |-001/-022, 0 13-4 
Preston ..... |Dee.—Preston .. ... 14°7 “515| "040 “001 |-003/-044) 0 | 6°7 
Column 1 | 2 wae s{6) 7 | s|9o/ mw ju 








* The average mean temperature of the Thames during the three days, Jan. 20, 
21, and 22, was 5°7° centigrade; the average during the week ending Jan. 18 
was 3°3° centigrade. 


The numbers in columns 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10, and 11 all relate to 100,000 
parts of the waters. The table is to be read thus: The Chelsea Company’s 
water collected on the 21st of January at the Horse Guards cab rank hada 
temperature of 7°2° Cent.; it contained 29-2 lbs. of solid impurity; the 
organic matter, constituting a portion of this impurity, contained *353 Jb. 
of carbon and -058 lb. nitrogen. This solid impurity also contained ‘339 Ib. 
of nitrogen in the form of nitrates and nitrites, besides *001 lb. of ammonia ; 
whilst the total amount of combined nitrogen in every form was *339 Ib. 
The above quantity of water supplied by the Chelsea Company had been, 
after its descent to the earth as rain, contaminated with sewage or manure 
matter equivalent to 3080 lbs. of average filtered London sewage. By gradual 
oxidation, partly in the pores of the soil, partly in the Thames and its tribu- 
taries, and partly in the reservoirs, filters, and conduits of the company, this 
sewage contamination had been converted into comparatively innocuous in- 
organic compounds before its delivery to consumers. Finally, 100,000 lbs. 
of the Chelsea Company’s water contained 15-4 Ibs. of carbonate of lime, or an 
equivalent quantity of other soap-destroying ingredients. The waters deli- 
vered in London, during the latter part of January, by the Chelsea, and 
especially by the Southwark and Lambeth Companies, were in such a muddy 
condition as to render them totally unfit for domestic use. The Thames has 
overflowed its banks above the point at which the water supply is withdrawn, 
and, by washing the surfaces of cultivated fields and mingling with the con- 
tents of stagnant ditches and ponds, has become contaminated to an in- 
tolerable degree. Those companies which, like the West Middlesex and 
Grand Junction, Ty ample and efficient filtering apparatus, were enabled 
so far to cope with the difficulty as to send out their supply free from sus- 
pended matters. A week later, however, than the date when the samples 
were collected, the water of the Grand Junction Company had also become 
turbid, but much less so than that delivered by the Southwark and Lambeth 
Companies. It will be seen from a reference to the analytical tables that the 
Thames was contaminated at the time the samples were taken with double 
the usual proportion of organic matter. Besides dissolving the soluble manure 
matters from cultivated fields, the recent heavy rains flushed the sewers of 
Oxford, Windsor, &c., dislodging great quantities of putreseent animal 
matters, and sweeping them into the Thames; hence the large proportion of | 
organic carbon and nitrogen, and the great previous sewage contamination in 
the waters of those companies which derive their supply from that river. 
The West Middlesex Company’s water, though well filtered eT epand 
transparent, had been thus contaminated to an extent which would be pro- 
duced by the admixture of one-third of a gallon of average filtered London 
sewage with each 10 gallons of the water. The river Leaalso exhibitsa very 
high previous sewage contamination ; but, at the time when the New River 
and East London Companies samples were collected, it had not been affected 
like the Thames, for, although the East London water was full of suspended 
brown particles, the analyses of these waters show that the organic carbon 
and nitrogen are remarkubly low for the season. The Kent Company’s water 
was slightly turbid from yellow particles.—I have, &o, E. FRANKLAND.— 
The Registrar-General, &c. 


ACCIDENT AT THE Limerick GAs-Works.—A singular fire occurred late on 
Tuesday night, Feb. 17, at the works of the United General Gas Company, 
Limerick. A storm was raging at the time, and a strong gust of wind caused a 
gasometer which contained 200,000 feet of gas tocant overand fall against a 
wall ; and the wall giving way, a large breach was made in the gasometer, from 
which the gas rushed out with immense force. When the gas reached a 
lamp in the yard it — the flame, the blaze spread rapidly to the breach, 
and nearly the whole of the gas which the ponderous vessel contained was 
burned out within an hour. The light was visible for miles round the 
city. 
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TESTIMONIAL TO Mr. CHARLES PrIppEN.—A beautiful silver salver, 
together with a framed testimonial — of the esteem and regard in 
| which the ex-secretary of the Phonix Gas Company was held by his brother 
' officers, were presented to him on the 20th ult., on his retirement after 37 
| years service with the company, the major portion of which as secretary. 

| InLEGALLY DrsconnecTING A Gas-MrTer at Loncton.—At the Police 


| Court, on Monday, George Harding, of Caroline Street, Longton, gas-fitter, 
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| their knowledge or authority. Mr. John Ohren (secretary and engineer to 
the Longton Gas Company) appeared in support of the summons. He stated 
that this was a case in which the defendant had been supplied with gas by 
the company, but upon one of the company’s meter inspectors calling at the 
defendant’s house in the course of his half-quarterly round of inspection, he 
found the meter disconnected from the company’s pipes, without their know- 


this case, but as such acts opened the door to an illegal use of the company’s 
gas, and as the non-disturbance of the meter was the only protection the 
company possessed, they felt it their duty to enforce the penalty against the 
|defendant. The court ordered the defendant to pay a penalty of 40s., 
|including costs, or to be imprisoned for one month. Mr. Ohren stated that 


it was payable to themselves, and they would therefore forego the penalty 
| upon the defendant paying 10s. to the poor-box of the court, and the costs, 
amounting to 8s. 

Sreatinc Gas.—At the Southwark Police Court, on Friday, the 21st ult., 
| Sarah Henner, a married woman, and the keeper of a coffee-house at 110, 
| Bermondsey Street, was brought up on a warrant charged with stealing a 
| quantity of gas, the property of the Surrey Consumers Gas Company. Mr. 
| Edwin prosecuted on behalf of the company, and Mr. Hicklin appeared for the 
| Prisoner, Thomas George Hardley, a gas-fitter in the service of the company, 


the prisoner's house, 110, Bermondsey Street, and the arrears due to the com- 
pany were demanded. The money not being paid, witness \by order of the 
collector disconnected the gas from the main and screwed a three-quarter cap 
on the company’s service-pipe and took away the meter. On Tuesday 
evening last he was passing the prisoner’s shop, and was surprised to see it 
illuminated with gas, as the pipe had not been reconnected by the company. 
He accordingly entered the place, and saw three jets burning in the shop and 
one in the back room. He saw the prisoner there, and said to her, ‘* Mrs. 
Henner, are you aware that you are stealing gas?”’ She replied, ‘I know I 
have, and that I have done wrong, and I did it myself. Can’t we settle it?’ 
Witness told her he could not do so, and referred her to the inspector, or to 
the secretary at the office. A little while afterwards she handed him the 
three-quarter cap, and she told him she took it off herself, and fixed a flexible 
tube to the main-pipe. Witness took the latter off, and screwed on another 
cap. The magistrate remanded the prisoner, accepting bail for her appearance. 


Wuen Docrors DisaGrEE.—In consequence of the very palpable disagree- 
ment between Drs. Letheby and Frankland, in their analyses of the water 
supplied by the Kent Water-Works at Bromley—one saying it contained a 
large quantity of organic matter, and the other but a small amount—Dr. 
A. W. Williamson, of University College, London, has, by request, given his 
analysis of the water of the same supply, and reported it to contain but a 
very small quantity of organic matter. 


_ ALLEGED Nuisance ar THE NEw Marpen Gas-Works.—At the meet- 
ing of the West Surrey County Bench, at Kingston, on ''hursdry, Feb. 20, 
Mr. Bussell, clerk to the local board, applied to the magistrates for an order 
to be made upon Mr. Viney, owner of the New Malden Gas-Works, directing 
him to abate a nuisance arising therefrom. Evidence was given that the 
smell from the works was complained of by the inhabitants of the locality, 
and that some gas refuse had found its way into the neighbouring drains. 
On the part of the defendant it was submitted by his solicitor, Mr. Kelly, 
that the works were in their present position before the houses were built 
around them, and therefore, if there was any nuisance, the inhabitants had 
come toit. Evidence was given to show that the communications between 
the gas-works and the sewers had been cut off, so that no discharge of refuse 
could possibly take place into them, and also that the works were conducted 
in a careful and proper manner, so as to prevent nuisance. Mr. Kelly 
pressed upon the bench that, if they should decide that there was a nuisance, 
the defendant should have sufficient time to abate it. The bench decided 
that the nuisance was clearly proved, and it must be abated at once. 
Mr. Kelly said that the only thing they could do was to call in an engineer 
to see what could be done to abate the nuisance, and then they would have 
to consider whether they should not build new works on the present site. 
The benck suspended their order for a month to see what steps would be 
en. 


TUNBRIDGE (Kent) Gas Company.—The thirty-second annual general 
meeting of the Tunbridge Gas Company took place at the Rose and Crown 
Hotel, on Monday, the 24th ult., when A. T. Beeching, Esq., presided. The 
minutes of the last annual general meeting were read and confirmed, and a 
general statement of the accounts of the company for the year ending Dec., 
1867—a printed copy of which had been sent to each shareholder—was sub- 
mitted to the meeting for consideration. From this statement it appeared 
that the receipts of the company, including £183 balance, £1962 for gas, 
and £362 for coke, amounted to £2928, of which sum £180 had been ex- 
pended during the year on a new steam-engine, £408 in building a new 
engine-house and enlarging the manager’s cottage, and £263 in extension 
of main-pipes. On the motion of Mr. Joseph Snelling, seconded by Mr. 
Reed, a dividend of 15s. - share (which is at the rate of 74 per cent.) 
was declared, and ordered to be paid in accordance with the recommenda- 
| tion of the directors. The secretary (Mr. W. Ware) reported the names of 

the retiring members, who go out by rotation, and the directors utimately 
elected for the present year were Messrs. A. T. Beeching, R. Ware, John 
Fagg, Benjamin Baker, Edward Punnett, Stephen Crundwell, Joseph Snel- 
ling, George Wise, jun., Joseph Rogers, and Edward Hodgo. A vote of 
thanks to the chairman finished the business of the meeting, and a special 
genera] meeting was then held, under the presidency of Mr. Joseph Snelling, 
for the purpose of considering the rec dation of the directors to increase 
the capital stock, and the manner by which it could best be accomplished ; 
for rescinding rule 13, as to altering the day of annual general meeting, and 
for the election of two trustees in the room of Messrs. James Harrow and 
John Sills Charlton, deceased. On the motion of Mr. Hodge, seconded by 
Mr. Ware, Joseph Isard and James F. Wadmore, Esqrs., were elected as 
trustees, in addition to §. E. Pierce, Esq. The chairman remarked, with 
reference to the increase of the capital stock, that they intended to issue 125 
new shares of £10 each, half of which would be paid for on purchase, and 
the remainder when found necessary, This increase was imperative, for they 

















| was summoned, under the provisions of the 43rd section of the Longton Gas | 
| Act, 1866, for disconnecting a meter from the gas company’s pipes without | 


‘ledge or authority. The company were not in a position to prove fraud in | 


| he was instructed to say that the company did not wish to take the money, as | 


said that on the 11th of December last he went with one of the collectors to | 
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would have to expend a considerable sum of money in certain improvements, 
such as taking up the present inefficient pipes and substituting larger ones, 
in order to meet the demand for gas, which had been on a very considerable 
increase during the past few years, and especially of late, Mr. Rogers then 
proposed, and Mr. Beeching seconded, that the capital should be increased 
£1250, by the issuing of 125 new shares of £10 each, half of the amount to 
be paid on purchase and the other half to be called for at some future time, 
when occasion required it; and that the new shares should be offered to the 
present shareholders proportionately to the number of old shares they then 
held. ‘This motion was carried unanimously; and, on the proposal of Mr. 
Rogers, seconded by Mr. Baker, the day of holding their annual general 
meeting was fixed for the third Monday in February. According to the 
company’s present deed of arrangement, whenever a special general meeting 
is held to make any alterations in the rules, &c., they must, at the end of a 
certain time, convent another special general meeting to confirm what was 
passed at the other. Consequently a meeting will be held at the secretary’s 
office on the evening of the 6th of April next for that purpose. A vote of 
| thanks terminated the proceedings, This company was started in June, 
1836, with a capital of £2530. Four years ago that capital was increased to 
half as much again, and now the directors desire it to be increased to £5000. 
| The present price of gas is 5s. per 1000. Two years ago the company laid 
| out over £1000 on the erection of a very large gasholder. Of late the com- 
| plaints of bad gas have been very frequent ; but this undoubtedly arose from 
the mains being too small, and not able to convey sufficient gas and meet 
the every-day increasing demand. The company now intend taking up 
their small mains and putting in much larger and efficient ones, to meet the 
costs of which they have determined upon issuing the 125 new shares. 


East Barnet Gas AND Water Company.—The fourth half-yearly 
general meeting of the shareholders of the East Barnet. Gas and Water Com- 
pany was held on Wednesday, the 26th ult., at the London Tavern. The 
proceedings were of a highly satisfactory character. The chair was taken 
at four o’clock, by Robert Wilkinson, Esq. After the reading of the notice 
convening the meeting by the secretary (Mr. W. G. Humphry), the common 
| seal was affixed to the register. The directors report and statement was 
unanimously received and adopted, and a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. 
per annum deciared, payable in fourteen days. A vote of thanks to the 
chairman and directors closed the business. 

Tue Bromiey Gas Suprry.—Mr. Jacobs, surveyor to the local board, 
and Dr. Farr visited the gas-works at Bromley a short time ago, and at the 
meeting of the local board on Wednesday reported that they saw the illumi- 
nating power of the gas tested, and it was proved to be 18}-candle power. 
Dr. Farr compared the cost of the gas and the advantages of local boards 
making their own and supplying private houses, showing figures of large 
_ made by existing boards, and suggested the propriety of the Bromley 

ocal Board following the example. Mr. Starling, one of the members, 
observed he would be quite willing to accept 5 per cent. instead of 8, if the 
gas consumers could be supplied at 3s. per 1000 instead of 5s., as experience 
taught that lower prices brought larger consumptions, It was explained 
that the cost per lamp for the town was £5 per annum. 


Sourn Suretps Gas Company.—The half-yearly meeting of the share- 
holders in this company was held on ‘Thursday, the 27th ult., Mr. Wallis, 
chairman of the company, presiding. ‘The report of the directors was 
unanimously adopted, after which resolutions were carried, raising the salary 
of the secretary (Mr. Lawson) from £150 to £180 per annum, and increasing 
the allowance to the auditors from £10 to £20. Mr. James Anderson moved 
that the salary of the engineer (Mr. Warner) be raised from £220 to £250 
per annum. The chairman contended that it was the province of the 
directors to deal with the engineer’s salary, and reference to the Act of Par- 
liament confirmed this view. Mr. Anderson then withdrew his motion, and 
seconded one submitted by Alderman Glover, recommending an advance in 
the salary of the engineer to the favourable consideration of the directors. 
This motion was unanimously carried, the chairman expressing his con- 
currence with the recommendation. A motion for the payment of half a 
guinea per meeting to each director present at such meeting, instead of, as at 
present, allowing three guineas to be divided amongst the directors, was 
carried unanimously. 

Tue SewaGE Question aT Bromiey.—The local board at Bromley are 
in a somewhat similar position to the Tunbridge Wells Improvement Com- 
missioners with regard to their sewage. They have there a Goldsmid in 
Lord Northbroke, who evidently means opposition to the last, and will not 
give up any portion of his lands without compulsion. The local board have, 
however, petitioned Parliament on the subject. Thechairman of the board 
Mr. Devas, mentioned at their meeting on Wednesday last that they had 
tried private negotiation for the land, but, failing im this, they were now 
compelled to take the land compulsorily, and the only real opposition must 
come in the shape of private interests, or the suggestion of a fresh scheme 
by those who felt or fancied their interests would be injured by the taking 
of the land required for sewage purposes. All they would require, in his 
opinion, was the assistance of Mr. Lawson, C.E., coupled with that of Mr. 
Latter, their clerk; and he should recommend the board to authorize their 
clerk to go to Mr. Lawson, and with him get up the case, and also to engage 
some competent land surveyor to make the estimates correctly. He did not 
agree with spending unnecessarily a large sum of money in retaining counsel. 
Mr. Latter explained that the opposition was very powerful, that they had 
employed a number of surveyors and solicitors to conduct their case, and 
that they were even now actively engaged in taking levels and surveying. 
The proposal of the chairman was unanimously agreed to. 

CuHaARcoAL Fitters.—From the report of the London and General Water 
Purifying Company, just issued, it would appear that the public are very 
negligent respecting the quality of the water they drink ; for the system of 
filtering the water at the moment of drawing, by means of the cistern filter, 
does not spread so rapidly as we have a right to expect. We are glad, how- 
ever, to learn that the profession appreciates the system. One-seventh of the 
filters disposed of were to medical men. The board regret that Government 
did not invite the company to tender for supplying the Abyssinian expedition 
with pocket-filters. At the Broadmoor Asylum this system is reported to give 
satisfaction, all the water, 60,000 gallons per day, being thus filtered. We 
notice with pleasure that, in spite of the general depression, the company do 
not any longer reburn the charcoal after it has been in use some time, doubt 
having been thrown upon the value of reburnt charcoal. They now, in all 
cases, supply new charcoal when the filters are recharged. We have had one 
of the company’s filters in our own cistern for nearly two years, and are so 
satisfied with it that we hope their use will rapidly extend, and, consequently, 
that next year the report may close with a more favourable balance-sheet. 
It seems, however, that only in times of alarm, when some terrible epidemic 
is raging, do any sanitary measures find favour. How many lives are 








sacrificed to this apathy which refuses to employ preventive measures !— 
Medical Press and Circular. 
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THE LONDON & WESTMINSTER METER COMPANY, LIMITED. | 
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PATENTEES AND SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 
THE ABC GAS-METER. 
EDGE’S PATENT INDEX. 
PATENT WATER-METER. 


(A CYLINDER and PISTON.) 






MYERS’S 








The ABC GAS-METER shows in plain figures 
; the money payable for Gas consumed, at well as the : 
aie Patent Water-Meter. number of cubic feet. ABC Gas-Meter. 
MYERS’S WATER-METER is accurate in measurement, simple in action, and moderate in price. 
Manufacturers of the ordinary Wet and Dry Meters, Governors, Photometers, and all other Gas and Water Apparatus. 


JOHNSON’S PLACE, LUPUS STREET, LONDON, S.W. 
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OrTrTty oFrTriCcz: 
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CASTLE COURT, BIRCHIN LANE, 





Established 1811. 


READY & SON, 


BILSTON STREET BRASS FOUNDRY, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


SUN BURNERS, GAS CHANDELIERS, 
HALL LANTERNS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, 


And every Description of 








GAS-FITTINGS, 
Including 


MEDIEVAL FITTINGS for CHURCHES, &c. 





Prices, 7s. 6d. 





Large Pattern Books complete, with Book of | 
: | 
| 


AMP-POSTS—Plain & Ornamental. 
DWARF GAS-PILLARS—Do., do. 
LAMP-BRACKETS—Do., do. 
LAMPS, in Copper, Tin, and Iron—Do., do. 
NUMBERS for STREET-LAMPS,. 
FOUNTAINS—Garden and Drinking. 


The newest DESIGNS for these will be forwarded, 
upon receipt of particulars, by | 
TURNER AND ALLEN, 
Founders § Contractors, 
201, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

z | 
PROPOSED GAS-WORKS | 





FOR THE 


CITY OF BUCHAREST, 


ROUMANTIA. 





TENDERS are requested to be sent in to the Muni- 
cipality, at the Town-hall, in the city of Bucharest, not 
later than the 14th of March, 1868, to comprise the | 
following works and conditions :— 

1. The construction, on a site of ground to be pro- 
vided by the town, of the necessary Gas-Works, plant, | 
and equipments for a sufficient supply of gas for the | 
city of Bucharest, including the works, materials, and | 
details for laying down 100,000 lineal métres of gas | 
mains or pipes of various diameters. 

2. The works to be completed witnin the following 
periods—viz., 65,000 lineal métres of gas mains or pipes, 
with the gas-works and plant, to be completed within 
18 months after signing the contract. The remaining 
35,000 lineal métres to be completed within five years 
after the same period. 

3. The Contractor or Concessionaire will also be re- 
required to execute whenever called upon during the 
first five years by the town authorities, and at their 
expense, any further extent of gas-mains beyond what | 
is mentioned in Article 1; but the limit of such sup- | 
plementary works may be stated in the tender. | 

4. The Municipality of Bucharest will require 4000 | 
public lights for the streets of the town during the first | 
five years. The standards, brackets, lanterns, and 
other details for such public lamps to be furnished at | 
the expense of the contractor. | 
5. The tenders must set forth the prices per cubic 
métre to be charged for the gas to be supplied both to 
the Municipality and to private consumers, also the | 
conditions of the supplementary gas-mains above men- | 
tioned, and the area of land required for the construc- | 
tion of the works. The tenders to be sealed and 
accompanied by a deposit of 50,000f. cash, or of pro- 
| perty securities to double this amount. 

6. The concession for the supply of gas to be for 40 
years, at the expiration of which term the whole of the 
Gas-Works, mains, and other works to become the 
property of the town, with or without compensation to 
the Contractor, as may be set forth in the tender. 

For further particulars, and for a copy of the speci- 
fication or conditions of the concession, application may 
be made at the Town-hall, Bucharest. Copies of the 
conditions may also be obtained after the 30th of 
December, at the Librairie du Luxembourg, 16, Rue 
Tournon, Paris. 





For the Mayor, C. Lapary. 
The Sec,-Gen., T, J. FoKSHENEANO. 
Bucharest, Dec., 1867. 








| ramming of the ground over the 





E.C. | 


ROBERT DEMPSTER, 
Gas Engineer and Contractor, Rose Mount Foundry, Elland, near Halifax. 


sd R. D. recommends his Fire-Brick Retorts to Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Companies; they last from 10 to 12 years. 


Iron and Fire-Clay Retorts. | Wrought -Iron Tubes, 





Water 
Annular and Pipe Condensers. Tanks. | 
Scrubbers and Purifiers, all sizes. Wrought-Iron & Cast-Iron Roofs. 1] 
Steam-Engines and Exhausters. Gasholders, Single-Lift or Tele- || 
Hydraulic Centre-Valves. scopic. antl 
Station-Meters and Governors. Gas Castings of every description. 
Photometers & Pressure-Gauges. Retort Setters and Fitters sent to || 
Lamp-posts and Brackets. all parts of the country. | 
Cast-Iron Mains and Syphons. Wood Sieves for Purifiers. | | 
} 
j 
| 
} 





Plans and Specifications prepared. 





CATHELB’S 


PATENT 


RIBBED GAS MAIN-PIPES. 





| 
|| 
Instead of the unavoidably defective connexion with the Service-Pipes obtainable with the ordinary || 
Gas-Mains of the smaller sizes, consisting as they necessarily do, owing to the thinness of the body of | 
the Pipe, of but two or three imperfectly formed threads, too often shaken loose and leaky by the mere | | 
rvice when laid, or subsequently rendered so by the oscillation caused | | 
by the traffic over them, the above simple and inexpensive expedient, by giving a proper thickness of | 
metal where it is required to tap into, ensures a PERFECT AND PERMANENT Gas-TicuT JOINT, with | 
little extra weight of iron. | 





Application to be made to 
Messrs. BEGGS & SON, 37, SOUTHAMPTON STREET, STRAND, LONDON. 


GEORCE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, W.C. 


| 
Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the { 
| 
| 











manufacture of Gas and the construction of Works. 


PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 


RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS-—the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accident. 


BREEZE AND TAR FUEL MACHINE. 


A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress on the construction 
of Works, post free, 2s. 6d ; 

N.B.—The second edition of this Work, xow ready, contains illustrations of the Machine for con- 
verting Breeze and Tar into Fuel for heating the Retorts. . J 

“The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his 
pamphlet refers.”’—Artizan. 














NINETEEN YEARS PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE. 


EDWIN BENTLEY, 
RETORT SETTER, 
29, LOWER HOPE STREET, HALIFAX, 
YORKSHIRE. 
Fire-Clay and Iron Retorts, Double and Single 
Grooved Brick Retorts, of every description. 
Bentley’s Improved D Brick Segment Retorts, 5 or 3 
in one bed. Fie ake 
Testimonials and references on application. 





IRTLEY IRON WORKS: 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E, M. PERkins, 78, Lombard 
Street. 
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JOHN VICKARY, 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR, IRON AND BRASS FOUNDER, 
WORKS—EXE ISLAND, EXETER, 


Tenders his best thanks to the various Gas Companies in England, Ireland, and Wales, for the very liberal and 
kind support he has received for the last 22 years, during which period he has erected and extended above 200 Gas- 
Works. 
In addition to the numerous towns wherein he has been engaged, he begs reference to the following testimonial :— 

Ply th and Stoneh Gaslight and Coke Company. 
Sir,—I have much pleasure in testifying that the 100-foot Telescope Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank, erected by you for this Company in 1862, 


has given the highest satisfaction, and never required the slightest attention or adjustment since its completion. 
(Signed) Prrer Apams, Chairman. 


He has also erected a 100-foot Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank at Exeter; an 80-foot Telescope Gasholder and Iron 
Tank at Devonport 3 a 90-foot at Torquay, &c. &c. At either of those works satisfactory references can be made. 
He also begs particular attention to his Improved Gas-Meters, either Wet, Dry, or Compensating, 
the materials and workmanship of which guaranteed of the very best description, and which has gained for his Meters so 
excellent a reputation for these last 20 years. 


RETORTS, DIP & ASCENSION PIPES, HYDRAULIC MAIN, CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, 
STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, VALVES, and GASHOLDERS, 


Of any size, and every description of article required in Gas- Works. 
Mains, Tees, Connexions, and Syphons, from 2 to 12 in., always in stock, and supplied at Scotch prices. 
Clay Retorts and Fire-Goods of every description. 
Gas-Fittings of the most modern designs. 


Iron Pipe and Fittings, Service Cocks, &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimate for the erection of New Gas- Works of any size furnished. 


FRASER’S PATENT RIBBED RETORTS. 














Cy 
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Patent Brick Oven, 


Figs. A and B represent IRON RIBBED RETORTS, in which the upper ribs, hitherto on the inside, are now trans- 
ferred to the exterior of the crown, thereby affording increased advantages. The number of ribs are by no means limited to 
those shown above, as in larger sizes further ribs may be added with increased efficiency. 

Fig. C shows the ribs as applied to FIRE-BRICK OVENS. By their aid an additional heating surface of about 20 per 
cent. is obtained, whereby the Coal is more speedily carbonized, and the quality of the Gas and Coke produced greatly improved. 

Fig. D exhibits an oval CLAY RETORT, to which the ribs give an increased heating surface of about 25 per cent., thus 
realizing the advantages of this system more completely than in any other form of Retort. 

To ensure the excellence of the quality of the PATENT BRICK OVENS and FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, the Patentee 
has made arrangements with the following Makers for their supply :— 


Messrs. J. CLIFF & SON, WORTLEY, near LEEDS. 


E. BAKER & CO., STOURBRIDGE. 
W. COCHRANE CARR, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 








Full particulars, with Illustrated Circular and Prices, will be forwarded on application to 


A. C. FRASER, GAS-WORKS, COLCHESTER. 
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TO GAS COMPANIES. - 
WANTED, @ situation as Working 
MANAGER in a small Gas-Work. The 
Advertiser has had nearly 30 years experience. Good 
reference. 
Address J, Francis, Waltham Cross, Cheshunt, 
Herts. 


ANTED, a re-engagement as 

WORKING MANAGER of a Gas-Work. 
Perfectly understands the making and distribution of 
gas, retort-se' main and service laying. Can read 
meter indices,and do all necessary repairs for a Gas- 
Work. Good references can be given as to character 
and ability. 

Address W. 8, No. 6, Town Road, Edmonton, 
MIDDLESEX. 


WANTED, by the Advertiser, a 
situation as WORKING MANAGER toa Gas 
Company. Has had 12 years practical experience in 
ae main and service laying, and gas-fitting. 
fix, take, and repair meters, &c. Age 28 years. 
Good references can be given. 
Address B. D., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fuser Strext, E.C. 











TO GAS COMPANIES & MANUFACTURING 
CHEMISTS 


ANTED, by the Advertiser, a 
situation as Manager or Working Foreman to 
ture sulphate of ia by the column pro- 

cess. Understands the erection of Works for the same. 
Address W. N. I., 7, Headley Cottages, near St. 

Stephen’s Church, Old Ford, Bow, E. 


WANTED. a re-engagement as 
MANAGER of a small Work, or as fitter, 
meter inspector and repairer, main and service layer, &c. 
Apply to J. V., 20, Parke Road, Preston, LANCASHIRE. 


Ww4s TED, a good second-hand Cast- 
Iron TANK, trom 45 to 60 feet diameter. 

Apply, stating full particulars, to X. Y.Z., care of 
: Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, E.C. 


f, 














LIMERICK CORPORATION GAS-WORKS. 


wan TED, by the Gas Committee, 
TENDERS for a Telescopic GASHOLDER— 
Outer Lift, 39 ft. by 19 ft. 6 in. 
Inner, 37 ft. by 20 ft. 
‘The tender to embrace pillars and all necessary 
fittings complete. 
Any further information can be obtained from the 
MANAGER. 
Sealed tenders to be forwarded to the Chairman of 
the Committee on or before March 16, 


Jas. Harnis, Chairman, 
Limerick, Feb. 19, 1868. 





Fo SALE cheap, an excellent 
Hydraulic Centre-Valve for four purifiers, 10-in. 

ye complete; a set of 5-in, Condensers, 

13 Pipes, and two second-hand Purifiers, 8 ft. by 4 ft., 

with Crane for lifting same. 

mg to Mr. W. Wrieur, Manager, Gas-Works, 
EWES. 


OR SALE, the undernoted Gas- 
METERS, the whole of which have been made 
since 1862, and are stamped in accordance with the re- 
quirements of the ‘‘ Act for Regulating Measures used 
in Sales of Gas,” are offered for Sale at a reduction of 
50 per cent. 
Made by Messrs. CowAN, EpinsurGH :— 


38 5-light Meters. Esson’s Patent Com- 





119 3-li q Prag . 
= Sich 4 pensating Fountain. 
23 3-light do. Ray’s Patent. 


Made by Messrs. LarpLaw, EDINBURGH :— 
41 No. 1 Meters. Esson’s Patent Com- 
7 No.2 do. pensating Fountain. 
Made by ALDER, EDINBURGH :— 
25 No.1 Meters. 

The whole of the above Meters, being surplus stock 
of the “ Perth New Gas Company,” have only been in 
use for a short time, and are in good order. 

For particulars apply to the Secrgrary of the ‘‘ Perth 
Gaslight Company.” 

Perth, Jan. 17, 1868. 





TO COAL TAR DISTILLERS. 


HE Directors of the Leighton 
Buzzard Gas and Coke Company are prepared to 
receive TENDERS for the surplus TAR produced at 
their Works for one, two, or three years, from Jan. 1, 
1868, the quantity being about 10,000 gallons. 
Tenders to be sent to W1LLIAM MBLLOR, Manager. 





TAR & AMMONIACAL LIQUOR FOR SALE, 


HE Directors of the Whitworth Vale 
Gas Company are prepared to receive TENDERS 
for the purchase of all the TAR and AMMONIACAL 
LIQUOR to be produced at their Works for one year, 
between the 4th of April, 1868, and the 4th of April, 
1869. Tenders, which must state the price per ton, to 
be delivered on before the 21st of March next. 
For further information, apply to the ManaceEr, Gas- 
Works, Whitworth, near Rocupate. 
Whitworth, Feb. 20, 1868. 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 
OR Prices of Gas C Cannel, 
PIPES, RETORTS, and FIRE-BRICKS, apply 
to ALpnEus Smiru, Dersy. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, 


F° Prices of Gas Coal, Cannel, 
PIPES, and RETORTS, apply to Midland and 
Yorkshire Coal and Wagon Company, Dery. 








THE JOURWAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


WHITWORTH VALE GAS COMPANY. 
[RE Directors of the above Company 


invite TENDERS for the eupply of about 700 
yards of 12-in. Cast-Iron SOCKET-PIPES, turned and 
bored, with Three Branches for same, the whole to be 
tested to 30lb..on the square inch, and coated with 
ont a while hot. The average weight per yard to be 

S. 

Tenders, which must state the price per cwt. deli- 
vered at the Rochdale Railway Station or Whitworth, 
to be delivered to the undersigned not later than 
Saturday, the 2lst day of March next. 

Cuar_es Lorp, Manager. 

Whitworth, Feb. 15, 1868. 


OLD GAS PLANT FOR SALE. 


HE Banbury Gas Company have 
for disposal 30 3-in. Dip-Pipes, 30 H-Pipes, with 
caps fitted; also 6 lengths of 14-in. Circular Hydraulic 
ain. 
The above will be sold in one or several lots, and at 
a very reasonable price. 
By order, 
W. R. Coorer, Secretary. 
Banbury, Feb. 26, 1868. 








TO ENGINEERS & IRONFOUNDERS. 
HE Directors of the Warrington 


Gaslight and Coke Company are prepared to 
receive TENDERS fora set of FOUR PURIFIERS, 
12 ft. square, with centre-valve, covers, and hoisting 
apparatus, in conformity with plans and specifications, 
to be seen at the Offices of the Company. 

Sealed tenders, addressed to BENJAMIN PIERPOINT, 
Esq., Chairman of Directors, St. Austin’s, WaRRING- 
TON, must be sent in not later than Thursday, the 19th 
day of March next. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

James Paterson, Engineer. 

Gas Company’s Office, Warrington, 

Feb. 24, 1868. 


GAS TAR & AMMONIACAL LIQUOR. 
HE Directors of the Rugby Gas 


and Coke Company invite TENDERS from per- 

sons willing to contract with them for their surplus 
TAR and LIQUOR for not exceeding three years from 
the 25th inst. The above to be delivered to the Con- 
tractor at the Gas-Works, and each tender to state the 
term for which the same is made, and price for both 
articles or either. Tenders to be sent in under cover 
to me, marked “‘Tender for Tar,’’ on or before the 3rd 
of April next. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept any 
tender. Perer Simpson, Superintendent. 

Rugby, March 2, 1868. 


TENDER FOR GASHOLDER, 
Of 25,000 to 30,000 ft. capacity. 








SWINDON NEW GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 


HE Directors of this Company are 

desirous of receiving TENDERS for the erection 
of a Single-Lift GASHOLDER (size as above), with 
columns, guides, girders, pulleys, &c., complete. 

Particulars may be had on application. Sealed 
tenders to be delivered at the Offices of the Company 
by the 18th day of March next. 

The Directors reserve the right to reject any or all 
the tenders.— By order of the Directors, 

Joun J. Jervis, Secretary. 
Swindon, Wilts. 


OPE & PEARSON’S Gas Coal.— 


We beg to call the attention of all Gas Companies 
to this important winning, at a depth of 1275 feet. The 
yield of gas is more than 10,000 cubic feet per ton, with 
an illuminating power of 20 spermaceti candles, pro- 
ducing 124 cwt. of coke per ton. The Coals are now 
being used by the Gas Companies in London. One 
Engineer, after trial, gives the following results :— 

10,000 cubic feet per ton, and 19°13 candles. 

16° 





11,4 ” ” ” 
12,000 oe 9 15°42 ,, 
13,260 am ” 15°00, 


This valuable Coal can be delivered in London 
within ls. per ton of the ordinary Newcastle Gas Coal; 
cau be shipped at the ports of Hull and Goole, or by 
railway to any station. 

For further particulars, apply to Popr AnD PEARSON, 
West Riding and Silkstone Collieries, near Leeds, 
YorksHire. 





TO GAS ENGINEERS & FITTERS. 


EVE2Y description of Gas Lanterns 
and Reflector Lamps for Shop Windows kept in 
stock, W. Davis, 17, Wells Street, Oxford Street, 
Lonpon, W. 





(CATHELS'S Patent Four-way Disc 
GAS-VALVE, now in general use, is the best 
Valve for Purifiers, Scrubbers, Station-Meters, and 
other apparatus in Gas-Works, ONE VALVE SERVING AS 
THREE ORDINARY VALVES, with a simplification of the 
connecting-pipes. It is simple, strong, and durable; 
has no springs, ground faces, or rnhbing surfaces; is 
easily worked, and indicates ata glance tue passage of 
the gas. 


ATHELS’S Patent District Dry Gas 
GOVERNOR is the only perfect self-acting con- 
trivance for regulating the pressures in the higher 
levels of a district. It enables such pressures to be re- 
duced to any extent desired, and yet be INCREASED AND 
DIMINISHED, AS WANTED, PROPORTIONATELY WITH THE 
INITIAL PRESSURE. It is simple, certain in its action, 
and of moderate cost. 
For descriptive circulars, prices, and testimonials, of 
the Valve and Governor, apply to the Manufacturers, 
Messrs. Gurst anp Curimes, RoTHERHAM. 
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- PURIFICATION OF GAS. 


FRODINGHAM IRONSTONE MINES, 
NEAR 
‘BRIGG, LINCOLNSHIRE. 








Gas Companies can be supplied from these Mines 
with OXIDE of IRON, for the purification of Gas, on 
reasonable terms, and in any quantity that may be 

uired. 

his material is a natural Oxide, and is supplied to 
Gas Companies as taken from the Mines, without any 
admixture of deleterious matter. It acts freely, and 
will purify a much larger quantity of gas per ton, than 
the generality of the material now in use under this 
name. 

It will be found highly beneficial in large establish- 
ments, wkere they are liable to be called upon occa- 
sionally to make a much ra quantity of gas than 
usual, as well as in small establishments where they 
are limited in space, as by its —— a much larger 

uantity of gas can in much less e be purified with 
the same quantity of material. 

Apply to Mr. Jamzs Sxerwoop, at the Mines; or to 
Mr. Livesey, 6, Victoria Street, WestminstzR, Lon- 
don Agent. 


JOSEPH RATCLIFF & SONS, 
BRASS & IRON FOUNDERS, 
Manufacturers of 
BRASS GAS-FITTINGS, CHANDELIERS, &c., 
In various styles ; also of 
PATENT WELDED WROUGHT -IRON TUBES 
AND FITTINGS. 

Catalogues and prices on application at the 
Works anp SHoOw-Rooms, 

NEW CHURCH STREET, SUMMER LANE, 
BIRMINGHAM. 

THOMAS LAMBERT & SON, 
SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON. 
CARTER’S SAFETY GAS-VALVES, 


Made to suit every Description of Fittings. 
Section of Valve open. 








Manufacturers of 
WROUGHT-IRON PIPES AND FITTINGS, 
SLUICE-VALVES & STOP-COCKS, 
STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, &e. 
PATENT MERCURIAL GAS-REGULATORS, 





THE 
BRITISH IRON TUBE COMPANY, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
For Gas, Steam, and Water; 
SCREWING TACKLE, CORE BARS, 
Hydraulic and other Tubes and Coils, to order. 





Works, Warenouss, & Orrices: 
28, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
AcEnts 1n London: 
D. W. OGG anv CO., 3, JEFFREY’S SQUARE, 
8ST. MARY AXE. 


W. OGG and CO. have lately 
@ engaged torepresent one of the largest shippers 
of Scotch Cannels at prices that cannot fail to command 
the attention of Gas Companies at a period like the 
present, when quality of gas seems so desirable. 
Offices, 3, Jeffrey’s Square, St. Mary Axe, Lonpon. 


RoBERT MACLAREN and CO., 

EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General lronfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron ‘lube Makers. 











TAR. 
P#ESON S desirous of Contracting 
for the TAR produced st the Lewes Gas-Works 
from the 3lst of March, 1868, are invited to send in 
TENDERS not later than March 12, addressed to Mr. 
W. Wricut, Gas-Works, Lewes. Quantity about 
30,000 gallons per annum, 





TO COAL TAR DISTILLERS, 


HE Directors of the Great Yarmouth 


Gas Company are prepared to receive TENDERS 
for the surplus TAR produced at their Works for one, 
two, or three years, from the Ist of March, 1868, the 
quantity being from 20,000 to 30,000 gations. 

Tenders to be sent to Mr. W. H. W11.15, Secretary. 













































































jably over two hundred of them are now in use, and the most satisfactory reports of their advantages continue to be received. 
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IMPROVED GAS-ENGINES. 


KINDER AND KINSEY’S PATENT. 
THE GAS-ENGINE COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Having secured the above Patent, which embodies considerable and important improvements upon the Lenoir Engine, are 
now prepared to execute orders for Engines of one, two, and three horse power made in accordance therewith. 
‘These Engines are worked with a very small quantity of water. They can be fixed for a nominal sum, and their working 


power will be guaranteed for twelve months. 
The inspection of intending purchasers is solicited at the Company’s Factory, 4, Vine Street, York Road, Lambeth, S., 


and the severest test invited before ordering any Engine. 
PRICES: 
One-Horse Power, £85; Two-Horse Power, £110; Three-Horse Power, £135, 
DELIVERED FREE TO ANY RAILWAY STATION IN ENGLAND OR SCOTLAND. 
Further particulars on application to the SECRETARY, 92, CANNON STREET, LONDON. 
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JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
, Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, 
e.) Where is always kept a Stock of ———. Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
‘ n= épes. 


EDWARD COCKEY & SONS, 
IRON-WORKS, FROME SELWOOD, 
PATENT GAS-VALVES. 
A PRIZE MEDAL 


WAS AWARDED TO THE PATENTEES AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1862. 


Ves 


. 
*enae* 











These Valves are formed of two cylinders, working one on the other horizontally, having their faces ground perfectly gas- 
tight. 

They are adapted either as central valves, for two, three, or four purifiers—as bye-passes—or as inlet and outlet-valves for 
gasholders. 

They have been fixed in some of the most important Gas-Works in the Kingdom, for more than eight years. Consider- 
They are simple in construction, and not liable to get out of repair, and if in course of time the faces should leak, they can be 
easily re-ground and made as tight as ever, without removal from their positions. Each Valve is fitted with an index, which 
shows to the person in charge of the Works in what direction the gas is passing. 

Frome, January 20, 1866. 


ECONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. 
Me DOUGALL?S 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON. 


This Oxide is now well known, and has gained at a number of the largest gas-works at home and abroad a decided preference 
for efficiency and durability. It is free from any mixture of sawdust or other material, every particle being available for use, 
thus causing the Purifiers to work double the time before it requires renewing, and saves one-third the cost of labour in 
charging them. It readily takes up sulphur, revivifies rapidly, and lasts longer than any other Oxide in the market. 
Prices on application to— 


Mc DOUGALL BROTHERS, Manufacturing Chemists, 
LONDON—1l1, Arthur Street West, London Bridge, E.C.; MAN CHESTER—Riga Street, Shudehill. 
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Now Ready, in One Volume, 4to, price £1 Is., 
THE FIFTH EDITION OF 


CLEGG’S TREATISE ON COAL GAS, 


Illustrated by Numerous Lithographs and Wood Engravings. 


The rapidly increasing sale of each succeeding edition of this Standard Work on Gas Lighting since its first publication 
in 1841, and its large circulation on the Continent and in America, shows the greatly extended interest of the subject, and 
that this Treatise has been found a valuable exposition of the various processes and apparatus employed in the manufacture 


and distribution of coal gas. 
This edition has been carefully revised, and most portions of the work have been enlarged and re-written to adapt it to 


the present state of knowledge. Ten new plates and fifty additional wood engravings have been introduced, and one-third of 
new matter has been added to the letterpress. Though this “Treatise on Coal Gas” has thus been considerably enlarged, the 
publishing price has been reduced one-third. 


LONDON: TRUBNER & CO., PATERNOSTER ROW. 
And to be had by order at the Office of this Journa.. 


4 GASHOLDER J ¢. & W. a 77 MAKERS, 
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MIDLAND cece seen NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 
N. DEFRIES, 























INVENTOR OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 


DRY GAS-METER. 


210,000 IN USE. 


WwWoRKS: 


DIANA PLACE, bess ROAD, — 
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D. GRANT & CO., 


GAS=METER MANUFACTURERS. 


STATION-METERS ANY SIZE. 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, &c. 

Price List on application. 
GAS-METER WORKS, CROSSCAUSEWAY, 
EDINBURGH. 


ARRIS and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C 
AMBLECOTE FirE CLAY AND BRICK WoRKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 
Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 
NB_ A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches, 
D's, 1612, 1514, 2016, 1618. 








INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862, CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 
ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
scoTswoon FIRE- BRICK WORKS, 


BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.E., 

Derér for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICK8, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
WOOD SIEVES for GAS PURIFIERS. 


THE BEST AND CHEAPEST 
CAN BE PURCHASED FROM 
T. COULTHARD, WEST STRAND, PRESTON, 
LANCASHIRE. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 














Also, 

HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
Gas-BuRNERs, Coss, and INDIA-RUBBER TUBING, 
all complete. 

INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-MAINs. 

WASHERS for Gas and STEAM JoINTS. 

VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrzaM-ENGINES, 

PACKING (Elastic) for SrEAM-ENGINES. 


FLANGE TUBING, for excluding (FR 
Y 
CZ, V berm 


Draughts and Dust through 
Winpbows, Doors, and GLass 
Cass, 
Section. 
Illustrated Price Lists on application, 
JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
Vuleanized India-Rubber Works, 


GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E,C- 


B. CARPENTER’S 


IMPROVED 


WOOD SIEVES FOR GAS PURIFIERS. 


WORKS: 
14, JOHN STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
LONDON, N. 





The above Sieves are used by the principal Gas Com- 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from Gas Engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

.All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 





Trade Mark. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 
8 Taz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL AWARDED 


ror TUBES anp FITTINGS. 
CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY STAFFORDSHIRE. 


Wanrenouse—8l, UPPER GROUND S8T., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 
LAMBERT REDUCED PRICES OF 


aa IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 


WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 
2, 24, and 3in..., 12s. per in. 
4in. to 6in 1h « 
” 
These Valves are‘ all proved on 
Mj both sides to 30 1b. on the square 
/ inch before leaving the works. 
Valves made with outside racks 
to order. 
Also Water-Valves, with gun- 
metal faces and gun-metal screws, 





MANUFACTURERS, 


WALSALL. 
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W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 5§.E. 


Socket, Franor, Hot-WaTER Pipes, AND ALL 
ConNEXxIONS; Retorts, HYDRAULIC MAIN, LAMP- 
Cotumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CasT- 
INGS AND WrovuGnt-InonN-WorRK FoR GAS AND 
WATER-WoORKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 
&e. 








N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 

CuHARLEs Hors.ey, Agent. 








TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU 
CHANDELIERS ; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, 
IRON BARREL, COMPOSITION TUBING, 
AND 


GAS-FITTINGS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
“WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, AND PARIS. 


CRYSTAL 


Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with 
architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished for 
the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, 
and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 

GAS MOONS OF THE NEWEST DESIGNS. 
The Patent Gas-Regulator & Purifier reduced 

to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 


Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu 
Chandeliers for 1868, are now complete. 


CITY SHOW-ROOMS & MANUFACTORY, 
147, HOUNDSDITCH. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 
PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 
GLASGOW, 

Manufacturers of all kinds of 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
Branches, Bends, Water-Traps, Tank-Plates, Valves, 
and general Castings. Also 
RAILWAY CHAIRS & SLEEPERS, 


GRIFFIN’S PATENT PERMANENT WAY. 
London Office, 63, Old Broad Street. 








BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


J. KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. Suaa@ and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 





JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 
HAYMARKET, 
EDINBURGH, 


__Batabishoa 1940, 
WALTER MABON & CO., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 


FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 
PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 
WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDER 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 


GAS & WATER PIPES, 
GIRDERS, COLUMNS, RETORTS, AND GENERAL CASTINGS, 


quoted for on application to 


GEO. BOWER, 
MILTON IRON-WORKS, 
WEST HARTLEPOOL. 


N.B.—A large stock of 2 to 8in. pipes usually ready for 
immediate delivery. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 
Gas- Meter Manufacturer, 
FOUNTAINBRIDGE 
EDINBURGH. 


GQ TEARS BROTHERS & CO, 


Gas Engineers and Contractors, 
3, GEORGE STREET, HULL, 
A 














ND 
73, COLEMAN STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


Contractors for Gas-Works of any size at home or 
abroad. Copy of testimonials from numerous Gas 
Companies can be had on application. 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
AND 








LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEEB, 
WENLocK IRON Woxks, 
21, WHARF ROAD, c1TY ROAD, LONDON, 
Mr, Prwwx having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also factures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


APDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 
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ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


4KAD on MOUTH PIECE 
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KING BROTHERS beg especially to can the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, whicm are made from the celebratea STOURBRIDGE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IN FORM, By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. 

Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are al). Manufactured of the same quality of Clav. 


Every Retort and Brick is branded “‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 





Near 





W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FPIRE-CLAY 


beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREUDCM FROM 
RACKS end the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS CVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & CO.~ 


Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Zzport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and CO0., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 
STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 








For information, &c., apply to 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM ; 
GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 








E. J. & J. PEARSON, 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK- WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 








GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY ‘DESCRIPTION. 
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IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


Ww. Cc. HOLMES & CO., 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Pians, Srecrrications, and Paiczs of GAS APPARATUS; 

Pians, Specifications, and Estimates of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Prians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ; 

Puans of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 








LONDON OFFICES—56, ‘GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 


*,* Please address letters to the London Offices. 
SILVER MEDAL, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, PARIS, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from j in. to 6 in. bore. 
STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATER-GAUGES, &. 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c. 


LONDON WAREHOUSE-N? 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 


LIVERPOOL: No. 4, Cooper’s Row, and Bold’s Yard, Strand Street. 
MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, Chapel Street, Salford. 


THE ONLY COMPLETE 
CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER, 


PATENTED MARCH 31, 1865. 























Gas Engineers and others will find that the above Meter is made of the most durable material, also that it can be repaired 
at a fraction of the cost of any other Meter now manufactured ; all the interior fittings, as well as the case, being fitted 
together with screws. 





Drawings explanatory id the above on application. 





SOLE MANUFACTURERS : 


FULLERTON, SON, & C0O., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH. 


Station-Meters and Gas Apparatus, Consumers Wet Gas-Meters in Cast-Iron, 
and Dry in Tin Plate Cases. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS’ 
SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR. 


Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 


METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 


WILLIAM SUGG, 2.29% 


GAS ENGINEER. 
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CLASSES 24 and 53. CLASSES 13 yt 1. 
PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 


LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


The Catalogue and Lists of Prices for all the New Instruments and Apparatus of his Manufacture are now ready, 
and may be had on application, per post or otherwise, at 


VINCENT WOREA, VINCENT Lachainamaomal WESTMINSTER, ‘S.W. 
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GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 
GEORGE RAIT, Manaaina Drrecror. T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consuttina ENGINEER. 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


(nvented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been 
manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 
IMPROVED in 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


“GOOD CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP. 


Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON;; and, for t. : 
{purpose of obtaining greater accuravy “n all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the constructioh 
of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E.) 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR 


STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 


STANDARD PHOTOMETRIC AND OTHER TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the Continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 


STREET-LAMP REGULATORS OF THE BEST CONSTRUCTION, 


Adjusted to any desired consumption. 


R. LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 
Iron-Works and Foundries, (190, Strand,) Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, 
GLASGOW, LONDON, EDINBURGH, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
GASOMETERS AND GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION ; 

CAST-IRON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY ; 

IRON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, and GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, and CISTERNS; 
VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, &c. ; 

WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam ; 

GAS-METERS (Wet and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c.; 

GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, and GAS-FITTINGS of every deseription ; 
LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNEK, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
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Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 1 2s. 











Rondon; Printed by Witt1am Boventon Krxe (at the office of Clayton and Co., 17, Bouverie Street, Fleet Street) ; and published by him at No. 11, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street, in the City of London.—Tuerday, March 3, 1868, 











